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Attention GR, CalWORKs and Food
Stamp Recipients -- 
The EBT Transition 

In September of 2009 the company that oversees the EBT
services will change from J.P. Morgan Chase to ACS State

& Local Solutions, Inc. 

What does this mean? EBT Cardholders will be temporarily
unable to access their cash or food stamp benefits for 24
hours from Saturday, September 19, 2009 at 11p.m. to

Sunday September 20, 2009 at 11 p.m. 

ATM withdrawal fees will drop from 85 cents to 80 cents
after your four free withdrawals are used. 

Alexandria Hotel

Alexandria Hotel tenants have been receiving numerous notices about rent increases and
relocation – many of which had the wrong information on them.  Most of these notices have
been rescinded, so make sure you read all notices very carefully.  For example, many notices
went out with very large rent increases on them.  Remember – your rent can only be increased
up to 6% and only one time per year.  Additionally, written and verbal notices were given to
tenants about relocating from current units.  You are under no obligation to relocate within
the Alexandria, to the Frontier/Rosslyn Lofts, or out of the building altogether.  You do not
have to move.  If you were forced to relocate or leave altogether, you would be entitled to
full relocation benefits.  Any decision you make is fully voluntary and you have every right to
remain where you are.  

Come to LA CAN with questions or concerns and get involved with the Alexandria tenant
committee.  Call Steve at 213-228-0024 for information about meetings.  

Huntington Hotel

The Huntington Hotel is still for sale.  Remember, a sale of the building does not remove any
of your tenant rights.  

Also, if you paid into REAP and have moved out of the Huntington since then, you are eligible
to apply to get your REAP rent funds back.  Current tenants can also apply for their funds
under certain circumstances.  Come to LA CAN for more information.  Note:  REAP is the
City’s Rent Escrow Account Program, which allows tenants to pay only 50% of their rent to
the City until the Huntington reaches code compliance.  

Frontier Hotel/Rosslyn Lofts

The Frontier Hotel, now called the Rosslyn Lofts, is taking applications and tenants are moving
in!  There are more than 100 efficiency units available at $485 per month, with full
bathrooms and kitchenettes.  As a reminder, anyone who was illegally displaced from the
Frontier Hotel between 2003 and 2007 has a priority in returning to the building.
Applications are available at the building (451 S. Main Street) and also at the Alexandria
Hotel (501 S. Spring Street).  

Ford Hotel

The Ford Hotel is moving forward in the relocation process for current tenants.  The building
is scheduled for rehabilitation, but will remain affordable housing for extremely low-income
people upon completion.  If you live in the Ford Hotel, or you lived there as of October 2008
and have since moved out, you are eligible for relocation benefits.  These include referrals
or placement in comparable housing in addition to cash benefits.  There are relocation
specialists working with SRO Housing on this project.  If any questions or concerns arise,
contact LA CAN.  
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H OT E L  WAT C H
Making sure that we connect our buildings,

homes and neighbors.

Important
Housing Policy
Update!!
In July 2009, the Los Angeles City Council
approved a plan for the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) to
implement a Homeless Prevention and
Rapid Re-Housing Program, as prescribed
and funded by the federal stimulus
package.  This program provides more
than 29 million dollars for the City of Los
Angeles to assist homeless people in
obtaining housing and low-income people
in maintaining their housing.  The funding
will provide for more legal assistance in
evictions, direct funds for move-in costs,
rent subsidies, and other financial
assistance, as well as other support
services.  While, as always, the need will
likely outweigh the assistance available,
this money will fund new and expanded
programs that must be up and running by
October 1, 2009.  Look for updates and
program details in upcoming Community
Connections.  

“Tomorrow”
by Pam Walls

Can U C Tomorrow?
U C, if U can C Tomorrow, you’ll triumph

You’ll win not lose
Tomorrow is not a day

It’s a place where you exhale
Where you breathe

Where you know you can hold your
dreams, yeah in your hands
Tomorrow is nothin’ like now

U can’t C Tomorrow lookin’ down
You have 2 look up and C further

Hunger for it, Pant for it, Scratch 4 it
Reach 4 it, Fight 4 it

Tomorrow is where nobody can stop U
Where U R what U R

Tomorrow is where you’re enuf
An’ you can tell the world, look at me now

Can you taste it? Tomorrow
R U lovin’ it?

Because Tomorrow loves you
YOU’RE Tomorrow

I AM Tomorrow
mmmm….Tomorrow!
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As usual, General

Services police and

LAPD attempted to

combine forces to

curtail our free speech

rights and our right to

public space.

However, we did not

bow down to their

illegal demands.

Constitution in Crisis?
I’ve Been Molested

By
Jody Ray

Yes! I’ve been molested, by a system. Every
time I’m pulled over, carded, just because

of my appearances, told to spread my legs,
put my hands on my head, felt up like a

loaf of bread, squeezed, pinched, caressed
in the name of someone’s law, I’ve been

molested!  Attempted rape, you all.  Put in
cuffs and chains like an S+M act, that’s the
way I see it, Jack!  Looked at up and down,
stripped just to see my ass.  Now what’s all
that jazz!  I’ve been molested!  I’ve been
molested!  I’ve been molested!  If I tell

someone, my momma, my dad, they’ll just
say, “that’s the law, lad.”  I’ve been

molested!  Mention it to the teacher, the
counselor, principal, they’ll say, “act

sensible, be reasonable.”  But I’ve been
molested, touched, felt up by a stranger,

held up, chained and tied down, even when
others are around.  I’ve been molested,
broken down, can’t you see!  Now you
know the problem with me.  I’ve been

molested!  I’ve been molested!  I’ve been
molested!  But I won’t have to worry about
passing that on, you see.  I couldn’t be a

molester if I wanted to be.  The system, the
law, is doing it for me; the powers that be.

Maybe it will surface somewhere else in me.
I’ll join a gang, jack them up with a bang,
being a molester just the same.  Hit them,
knock ‘em over, tie ‘em up, put them on
their knees to make them look up to me,

becoming what happened to thee!

I’ve been molested!

I’ve been molested!

I’ve been molested!

You SEE!

Balancing the
Budget on Our

Backs
As usual, regardless of which political party is
in control, poor people continue to bear the
brunt of budget cutbacks. Facing a massive
deficit, California lawmakers played a nasty
game of whodunit as they made deals that
would inevitably cause severe harm to
California’s most vulnerable populations.
After the smoke clears and all of the political
finger-pointing subsides, one thing will
remain clear: Californians will be in a world
of hurt.

Below is a snapshot of just what the
deliberations had to offer, as summarized by
the California Budget Project on their
website.

California Work Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) Program

Limits adults to 48 cumulative months of cash
assistance in any 60-month period. Adults 
may return to aid one year after reaching the
initial 48-month limit. This change does not

appear to affect the children’s portion of the
grant during the period in which the adult
loses aid.

Eliminates the statutory cost of living
allowance (COLA) for CalWORKs grants
starting in 2010-11.

Cuts funding for county operation of the
CalWORKs Program by $375 million in
2009-10.

Counts any month that an adult is sanctioned
for noncompliance with CalWORKs rules
toward that individual’s 60-month lifetime
limit on receipt of CalWORKs cash
assistance.

Cuts, by up to 50 percent, grants for children
in households in which an adult has been
sanctioned, with the size of the cut dependent
on how long the adult does not comply with
CalWORKs rules.

In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) Program

Eliminates the state subsidy for IHSS
recipients who are required to pay a share of
cost for services, effective October 1, 2009,
for state savings of $41 million in 2009-10.

Requires both IHSS recipients and providers

In America, similar to countries all over the globe, the current economic crisis has galvanized
the masses. Now, instead of simply relying on their elected representatives to do the right
thing, everyday people are paying close attention budgetary detail; have developed an acute
awareness of political pork and frivolous spending; and have learned how to smell regressive
taxes from a mile away. This newfound political acumen has created a dynamic that begs for
change and a divergence from the "business as usual" attitude displayed by those elected to
represent our best interests.

In Los Angeles, residents and community organizations with diverse but aligned interests
decided to draw a new line in the sand-deciding that they would hold their politicians
accountable on day one. So in that regard there was no better place to practice day one
accountability than at the inaugural celebration of Mayor Villaraigosa's second term.

It was clear when members of the Los Angeles Community Action Network, Bus Riders Union,
and South Asian Network arrived at the venue to raise their voices that this would not be
democracy's finest hour. Mounted horse patrols were dispatched, two separate police
organizations vied for ultimate control of the protestors, and the Mayor's Office refused to
intervene in obvious First Amendment violations.  The First Amendment of the Constitution
guarantees our freedom of speech. After a lot of back and forth the power of the people
prevailed and we took our rightful place on the sidewalks, thus surrounding the venue with
our newfound message, "we will hold you accountable today, tomorrow...forever!"  It is time
to build a City based on human rights.  

BUDGET CONTINUED ON PAGE 9



Every Wednesday Night  
at 6:00 pm.

530 S. Main St.
for more info call:213-228-0024
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When Leaving
Feels Better Than
Staying

Written By: Loose Womyn

I am coming to the end of a journey here in
Los Angeles after four years of slaving away
for the non-profit industrial complex on Skid
Row.  My experience has been bittersweet.  I
am grateful for the friends and allies I have
made along the way. 

I am even more thankful for the growth I have
experienced, personally and professionally,
even though it makes me cringe to say the
latter.  What I am not thankful for, much less
proud of, is that the very growth I speak of
often came at the expense of others. 

Nothing, no former employer, not even a
bachelor’s degree in Sociology, prepared me
for what I experienced and witnessed on Skid
Row.  Working as a case manager in this

community has exposed me to countless
examples of blatant racism, sexism and
classism that are permeated in the fibers of
the non-profit corporations that supposedly
serve the homeless and very poor.  

One of the constant battles I wrestled with was
the acknowledgment of my own power and
privilege as a so-called social service
provider.  I was often elevated to god-like
status because I had a badge and was
reminded on more than one occasion by
those in power that I wasn’t the one who was
homeless and needing assistance.  “They’re
homeless, you’re not. You’re different.”
Malcolm X said that you cannot drive a knife
into a man’s back nine inches, pull it out six
inches and call it progress.  Well, the non-
profit industrial complex existing on Skid Row
not only drove a knife nine inches into the
community’s back, it never bothered to pull it
out.  It only drove it further into the backs of
the people it supposedly serves.  

To the community of Central City East, thank
you.  Thank you for allowing me to learn, fight
and in some ways overcome.  Thank you to
my clients for trusting me, even when all hope
seemed lost.  Thank you for welcoming me
and allowing me to stand alongside you in the

struggle for justice.  I would not have had it
any other way.  I will always take you with me,
everywhere I go.  El pueblo unido jamás sera
vencido. 

Mike Alvidrez.  Andy Bales.  Herb Smith.
Willie Jordan.  Anita Nelson.  Larry Adamson.
Gregory Scott.  And countless others who
consider themselves “CEO’s” of Central City.
“These people”, as you affectionately call
community members, are the reason you
have a job to come to every day.  “These
people” pay for your rent, your mortgage and
your Lexus, Mercedes or BMW.  The day
“these people”, the cracked-out-mentally-ill-
SSI-gobbling-leeches-of-society stand up and
fight back, your empires will crumble and
you’ll be the ones standing in the county line.  

To every doe-eyed white person I see on the
streets of Skid Row ministering to the “urban
poor”: the homeless don’t need your water
bottles, peanut butter sandwiches or the
cookie cutter version of Jesus you are selling.
They need HOUSING.  Get that?  Pray to
your god about that, please.    

It’s been real.  

-Loose Womyn 

-To every doe-eyed white person I see on the streets of Skid Row
ministering to the “urban poor”: the homeless don’t need your water

bottles, peanut butter sandwiches or the cookie cutter version of
Jesus you are selling.  They need HOUSING.  Get that?  Pray to your

god about that, please. 
Loose Womyn, former skid row case manager 

On Friday, August 14, 2009, the Downtown
Women’s Action Coalition is hosting its third

Women’s Summit.  The 2009 Women’s Summit seeks to
educate community members and social service
providers about homeless  & very low income families
and family law.  Members from our panel will be
discussing the legal battles with the Department of
Children and Family Services as well as the impact of
stigmas attached to mothers living in poverty who are
raising children and dealing with mental illness,
addiction, housing issues, domestic violence,
homelessness, poverty and/or other issues.   In 2007
DWAC found in a community needs assessment that only
about a quarter of women living downtown who have
children under the age of 18 also have current custody.
Family reunification and other support services for
mothers are in short supply in downtown LA and it is time
to begin to build our capacity to better respond to
women and mothers in our community.  
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Written By: Michelle Y. Autry 

The  who ...  what ...  why ...  and ... where
of  it  all ...

Here it is folks.  At  last, the true  story  behind
why Michael Hunt, a Blackman, felt
compelled  to dress up as  a  Ku  Klux
Klansman. What extraordinary lengths he had
to go in order to draw attention to consistent
racial profiling, harassment, institutionalized
discrimination, white supremacy  and
violations  of  his  1st  Amendment right  to
freedom of speech.

Arrested a total of 29 times since 2004!

Brother Michael Hunt,  incarcerated  for  the
first   time  in  2004  for  illegal  vending  in
Venice  Beach, seeks to expose and  to highly
publicize the   fact  that  the   LAPD  continues
to violate  his  right  to free enterprise and
right to speak freely as guaranteed by the 1st
Amendment. 

The First Amendment   clearly states:
Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right

of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

Plaintiff Hunt filed a lawsuit against the City of
Los Angeles in 2005 which cited numerous
causes of action. Mr. Hunt’s legal team
argued that interference by the City of Los
Angeles [LAPD] led to their client’s rights
being infringed upon on a consistent basis.
They further argued that the interference
activities led to his inability to conduct
business [selling Shea butter] which served as
his income generator. 

After a lengthy court process a the jury found
by vote a of seven to zero that plaintiff,
Michael Hunt had been damaged in the
amount of $264,286.  This verdict was signed
February 06, 2009 by Honorable Dean D.
Pregerson, United States District Presiding
Judge.

In the aftermath the City Attorney’s Office has
since filed an appeal which has prevented
Brother Hunt from receiving his damages from
the Federal court judgment. While appeals
tend to be par for course in many situations,
this appeal appears to be unusual given the
amount of the award.

Fighting Back!

From day one Mr. Hunt has understood the
importance of keeping his fight in the public
eye. He has employed various media tactics in
the past that were always geared towards
pushing his free speech boundaries. The
events that transpired on July 14, 15, & 17
2009 were in no way different.   

On those dates Michael Hunt sported a
K.K.K. costume at both the Los Angeles  Police
Commission  and  Los   Angeles  City  Council
Meetings.  Surprisingly, the Police
Commissioners had nothing adverse to say
regarding the costume, they simply stared
appearing visibly uncomfortable. They did not
restrict his attire, comment, or presence.
However, when Mr.  Hunt attended Los
Angeles City Council Meetings Council
President Eric Garcetti demanded that the
hood be removed. It begs the question, why
Mr. Hunt could dawn his attire in one city
meeting but not another. 

Much to the chagrin of many onlookers Mr.
Hunt stood firmly on his 1st Amendment Right
refusing to remove his hood. His refusal was
cited as the reason that some
Councilmembers left the meeting, forcing
Council President Garcetti to shut down the
meeting as quorum was lost.

Method to the Madness

The mainstream media and their political

cohorts quickly attempted to paint Mr. Hunt as
a flaming opportunist and wild man. However,
little did they know that there is long-standing
legal precedent which protects the wearing of
this costume and a bit more. Citing
Brandenburg vs.  Ohio, 395   U.S.   444
(1969), Steve Rohde, Mr. Hunt’s attorney,
shed a bit more light on why his client’s action
was much more than gimmick.

In the 1960s, Clarence Brandenburg, a Ku
Klux Klan leader in rural Ohio, contacted a
reporter at a Cincinnati television station and
invited him to come and cover a KKK rally in
Hamilton County. Portions of the rally were
taped, showing several men in robes and
hoods, some carrying firearms, first burning a
cross and then making speeches. One of the
speeches made reference to the possibility of
"revengeance" [sic] against "niggers," "Jews"
and those who supported them. One of the
speeches also claimed that "our President, our
Congress, our Supreme Court, continues to
suppress the white, Caucasian race," and
announced plans for a march on Washington
to take place on the Fourth of July.  

Brandenburg was sentenced to one to ten
years in prison for his actions.  He challenged
the conviction based on his first amendment
right to free speech.  Eventually, the Supreme
Court overturned the conviction.

The Brandenburg test was the Court's last
major statement on what government may do
about inflammatory speech that seeks to incite
others to lawless action. As of 2009, the
Brandenburg test is still the standard used for
evaluating attempts to punish inflammatory
speech, and it has not been seriously
challenged since it was laid down in 1969.

Mr. Hunts actions clearly did not go anywhere
near that which is protected in Brandenburg v.
Ohio.

Mr. Hunt recently spoke to City Attorney
Trutanich about his case and was told by
Trutanich that he would get back to him.  As
of press time there has been no
communication from the City Attorney.
Michael  Hunt  would  like  the  public  to
know  that  he and  Matt  Dowd  (Co-Plaintiff),
are respectfully entreating the public's support
in forcing the  City  Attorney to simply grant
the  settlement  due,  per  Federal  Court
Order  (Honorable Judge Pregerson).  They
are hoping to save the  city tax payer's money
for an appeal that will surely reach the high
six-figures.  

Councilmembers’ decisions to shut down the
July council meeting led, once again, to Mr.
Hunt’s inability to exercise his freedom of
speech. He has since filed another lawsuit in
federal court, against the City of Los Angeles,
to redress his grievances.   

“I showed up dressed like a
KKK member to protest the
appeal of my jury award,
because the LAPD arrested
me on a bogus warrant over
five years old, restricting my
ability to work and take care
of my family.The KKK outfit
simply represented the
miscarriage of justice and
racial profiling.” 

--Michael Hunt

BLACKMAN as a Klansman?
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The LAPD: “Reformed?” 
In July 2009, the Department of Justice ended the Federal Consent
Decree over the LAPD, calling the department “reformed.” This
decision highlights the glaring discrepancy between the public
propaganda of the LAPD and its actual practices on the ground. The
false image of a reformed and unbiased LAPD produced by Chief
Bratton serves to legitimate the ongoing oppression and occupation
of communities such as our own. 

The Federal Consent Decree was established in 2001 following the
“Rampart Scandal” that revealed long standing corruptions within the
LAPD. Instead of being sued by the Department of Justice, the LAPD
entered into a five year agreement, requiring reforms such as tracking
officer accountability, reduction on excessive use of force and a ban
on racial profiling. Initially set to be a five year settlement, the Consent
Decree was extended, during Bratton’s touted first term in 2006, three
more years for the failure to demonstrate progress. 

However, bolstered with reports by paid off academics and a
persistent public relations campaign, late last month the federal judge
reversed his earlier position and called the department “changed
substantially.” In lifting federal oversight, a transitional period with
partial supervision is now being entered into. The Los Angeles Police
Commission now assumes the responsibility for oversight, a role they
have repeatedly demonstrated incapable of fulfilling. One area the
federal judge highlighted in need of improvement is that of so-called
“biased policing”, better known and experienced as racial profiling.
The agreed upon transitional plan with the Justice Department calls
for the installation of video cameras in each patrol car. 

The proposed transition agreement hardly begins to address a well
documented structural inequality within the LAPD. This solution is
partial at minimum, given the recent history of the complaint process.
Of the 320 racial profiling complaints last year, none were found to
have merit. In fact, over the previous six years, all complaints of racial
profiling have been dismissed.   An ACLU report by Yale economist
Ian Ayres released last year also highlights the persistence of racial
profiling in police automobile stops and other areas as well. 

Just weeks after the consent decree decision, Chief Bratton suddenly
announced his resignation.  He too declared the LAPD as reformed
and even went so far to say that the Department, under his watch, has
“begun to show the way to resolution” of 400 years of racial
oppression.  This certainly hasn’t been the experience of all people of
color and particularly African Americans living downtown.  

Many are hailing Bratton as a hero and reformer, but for us his
resignation raises questions about why Bratton is leaving unexpectedly
and what he is doing next. In fact he is going to work with Michael
Cherkasky, who worked for the firm that was hired as an independent
monitor of the consent decree.  Also, during the final months of LAPD
monitoring under the consent decree, Cherkasky--Bratton’s good
friend, business partner, and soon to be boss--created Altegrity and
selected Bratton as the CEO of a specialized division.  

How was all this possible under the watchful eye of a fawning city
council, mayor, and police commission? Shouldn’t there be an
independent investigation of this seemingly conflict-filled situation?
Are we going to sit back and let the powers that be repeat a similar
blind process when selecting the next chief of police? We say no and
we hope that you say no too!

It seems rather ironic that the “City of Angels” should be determined
to be the meanest city in the nation. However, if you go anywhere

the central city, certainly skid row, you’ll find that out that the Safer
Cities Initiative is nothing more than a way to try to rid the area of
homeless people by incarceration or writing excessive amount of
tickets. If I were on that panel, I would have to say that we are the
meanest city in the nation.         --Al Sabo

There was this movie I just saw, it was about when LA first started.
The LAPD was the worst then too, in the beginning. When it first

started, there was a lot of corruption in it and I say, “That’s still going
on today”. I believe its true. I don’t know if this is where they film
movies at, that the police officers want to feel like a star. Its more like
they’re performing being a police officer than doing their duty. Its
almost like a Hollywood trip.   --Jodi Ray 

From what I have been observing during the recent years, especially after the passing of
the Safer Cities Initiative, the city has become very aggressive toward homeless people,

toward people who have nothing. Interestingly, it seems like people are treated worse than
animals. For example, the difference between Main Street and Los Angeles Street. Its like
day and night. We have all these nice places like Bark Avenue and Pussy and Pooch on
Main Street and then you go to LA Street and you have a lot of people sleeping in tents
there. I have to ask myself what is wrong with this picture, you know what I’m saying? Its
awful. I’ve seen police cars stand where people are putting their tents up and they just tell
them you have to move out of there, you have to move away. You think, where are they
going to go, they cannot be sitting, they cannot sleep, they cannot stand. You know. What
are people to do? Come on, this is the Meanest city right now. Its time for the city to
change this whole thing around. This is ridiculous. --Esther Alejandro 



As highlighted in the Community Connection
numerous times, LA CAN has opposed and
organized against the Safer Cities Initiative
since its inception in 2006.  We are now
gaining national and international criticism
and opposition.  

A thorough evaluation of the first year of the
Safer Cities Initiative was done by Professor
Gary Blasi of the UCLA School of Law.
Among many other findings, the report shows
that in the first year of SCI, approximately
9,000 arrests were made in the Skid Row
target area, or about 64 arrests per 100
residents who are 75% African American.
Additionally, in the first 10 months of SCI,
10,342 citations were issued, of which about
90% were written by the 50-officer SCI task
force.  This reflects a rate of citation issuance
that is between 48 and 69 times greater in
Skid Row than the rest of the City .  

Although local elected leaders, and many of
their non-profit supporters, have turned a
blind eye to these human and civil rights
tragedies of Safer Cities, national and
international experts have not.  In June 2009,
a UN Expert on Racism, Mr. Githu Muigai,
introduced his report to the United Nations
Human Rights Council regarding the his visit
to the United States in May and June of 2008,
condemning the disparate law enforcement
efforts against African American homeless
persons in Los Angeles’ Skid Row. 

The report, issued by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia
and Related Intolerance, draws special
attention to the Skid Row area of Los Angeles
where law enforcement officers are
increasingly arresting homeless persons for
minor violations under the so-called “Safer
Cities Initiative” (SCI).  The report says racial
disparities in enforcement result in a
“disproportionately high number of African-
American homeless persons [taken into] the
criminal justice system.” 

This report follows an earlier report by the
U.S. Human Rights Committee criticizing the
U.S. for the disproportionate racial impact of
homelessness, noting that while African-
Americans make up 12% of the overall U.S.
population, they constitute some 50% of the
homeless population.

The United States, elected to the U.N. Human
Rights Council only last month, immediately
replied it was “profoundly committed to the
fight against racism and racial discrimination”
and agreed with the Special Rapporteur that
“more needs to be done” furthering that fight.
President Obama, the U.S. said, “is
committed to reinvigorating traditional civil
rights enforcement in the United
States…including police misconduct.”  

The U.S. stated it has circulated the report
with the federal agencies in order to seriously
consider the Special Rapporteur’s
recommendations in future policy changes.  

Following the International report, in July
2009 Los Angeles’ criminalization of
homelessness and poverty was named the
most egregious in the country, according to a
report released by the National Law Center
on Homelessness & Poverty and the National
Coalition for the Homeless. 

Homes Not Handcuffs: The Criminalization of
Homelessness in U.S. Cities presents the
results of research regarding laws and
practices in 273 cities across the country.  The
report cites the so-called “Safer Cities
Initiative,” a discriminatory police crackdown
that has trapped tens of thousands of poor,
homeless and disabled residents in the
criminal justice system, as the primary factor
in the decision to grant Los Angeles the
dubious honor of #1 Meanest City. A
previous report, released in January 2006
before the Initiative began, ranked Los
Angeles the 18th meanest city.

The report also cites the racial disparities in
Skid Row enforcement and escalating police
brutality resulting from the initiative, as well as
the city’s lack of housing and services. The
city spends $6 million each year on the
additional police officers on Skid Row, about
equal to the amount it “invests” in homeless
services for the entire year.

Among many other interventions, LA CAN
members are calling on the Mayor to end
SCI.  We have also requested that the US
Department of Justice and our Congressional
representatives open a patterns and practices
investigation of LAPD’s Safer Cities Initiative.
These reports show that we are not alone –
the nation and the world are watching.  Now,
what will our “leaders” do?  
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UN Racism Report Highlights Skid Row
Policing Targeting African Americans

LA CAN talking with Doudou Diène* [the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of  racism,
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance] during a tour of  Skid Row.

--In addition, relations
between law enforcement

and homeless persons were
also highlighted as an

important problem,
particularly with regard to
the enforcement of minor
law enforcement violations

which often take a
disproportionately high

number of African American
homeless persons to the
criminal justice system.
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City-Wide

Battle for
the Beach

The following are excerpts from an interview
with Peggy and Calvin from the Venice 
Justice Committee, after they led successful
efforts to stop overnight parking restrictions
targeting homeless residents of Venice.

Community Connection: When did the
attempt to remove poor people from Venice
catch your attention?

Peggy: In 2003 -2004 some signs were put
up on Washington Blvd…I lived in a
bungalow apartment, two bedrooms and a
one car garage, most of the garages were
packed full of people’s stuff. Two people are
sharing the apartments almost always. A
yellow city truck showed up and put up no
overnight parking signs on our street. This is
an effort, I found out later, that had been
going on all throughout Venice. They used the
Department of Transportation and street sign
laws to remove people who were living in
their vehicles.

Community Connection: How did you
respond to that?

Peggy: I went up and down in all the
apartments, with a petition, and we got the
signs taken down. After I moved out of that
apartment, they put up two hour parking
signs, over there, to remove the people. I then
went and did my own inventory of street signs
[in Venice] that I thought were being used to
remove homeless people. I complained…I
wrote articles in the Beach Head, I thought it
was horrible to use street signs as some kind
of a extermination “solution” to homelessness
in Venice.

Community Connection: In those days who
were the players involved in the effort to
remove homeless residents?

Peggy: As I was running for the
neighborhood council Calvin and I went to a
couple of different meetings. One was the
Community Policing Advisory Board called
CPAB…it’s people that like the police, want to
work with the police, it sort of serves this
agenda. The main joke at these meeting were
described by one participant that said, “what
about the no homeless sign on such and such
street, I mean no parking sign,”  and
everybody said ha ha ha ha… So that’s not
funny.

Community Connection: How did the issue
of overnight parking and mobile homes wind
up before the California Coastal
Commission?

Peggy: What I did not know at the time was
that the City was violating the California
Coastal Act because this street parking is
equal to coastal access, and what they were
doing is removing coastal access. Not just in
a few places, thousands of places for people
to park.

Community Connection: Where was
Councilmember  Bill Rosendahl during this
signage/houseless persons removal scheme?

Peggy: He supported the OPDs [overnight
parking districts] from the beginning but his
position was that we were not going to put
them in until we found places for people to
go. And that was the problem he did not find
places for people to park. Not one parking
place over the years has been provided,
throughout the city, not one.

Community Connection: What was the
emotional toll suffered by the community in
the midst of this battle?

Peggy: Thirty – eight appeals were filed at
that point [2006-2007] and you can imagine
how we were wearing people down over the
years, trying to get people involved and you
keep getting stonewalled…it’s hard because
people think we’re not going to win
anyways—people get burnt out.

Community Connection: After the Coastal
Commission voted in favor of poor Venetians,
thus enabling them to park their R.V.’s
wherever they please, what was the response
of LAPD?

Peggy: There was enforcement right before,
people were towed on Memorial Day. We’re
trying to mitigate it.  Let me tell you that
towing is quite effective, if you tow someone
that is living in an RV then you have pretty
much removed them.

Calvin: We think that the LAPD is sort of
licking their wounds.  But they [LAPD] had
already studied other ways to enforce…they
also harass the people, setting the sirens off at
night and keeping them up…it’s selective
enforcement...coming into the campers
without search warrants .

Peggy: After we won we were all cheering
and hugging each other…we won, it was
amazing that we won because all odds were
against us. Right after the vote the media ran
up to Bill Rosendahl  and he said that now he
was going to use the oversized vehicle law to
get the RVs. This is not progressive, you find
ways to help people you find solutions. That is
not a progressive answer, it just is not!

Community Connection: Outside of Venice
Community Housing Corporation who
opposed OPDs, where were the social service
providers on this issue?

Calvin: The grassroots street orientation, that
go out in the street and work with the
homeless, and are independent, like Food
Not Bombs and Venice Justice Committee,
came to the table with a lot more information
and were a lot more vigorous than the social
service organizations.  In the future I would
lobby they [social service providers] would
come to the table but they are afraid…politics
and funding.

Peggy: You don’t want to openly criticize
them because they help so many people.
And, also, if you start bashing them, you’re on
the same side as the homeless haters so it’s
really tricky.

Calvin: The help we had, the ACLU, National
Lawyers Guild and the list goes on; I think that
Bill Rosendahl is studying that all those
organizations are zeroing in on Venice and
they are probably waiting for it to cool off a
bit before doing anything. But we had that
moment! You probably have moments in
downtown…it was one of those moments,
incredible.

--If you approve these permit parking restrictions in
Venice you will be helping to put one of the final nails in

our coffin of gentrification.
Peggy Lee Kennedy, Long-term Venice Beach Resident
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Check out LA CAN’s blog at
cangress.wordpress.com

for late breaking community news.

Juneteenth: LA CAN Celebrates the
Final Liberation of Texas Slaves

LA CAN members and other community residents came together on June 19th to commemorate and participate in a downtown Juneteenth
celebration, which were being held throughout the nation and probably around the world at the very same time.

Juneteenth (June 19) is recognized as the day slavery was finally abolished in America and is a legal holiday in 33 states. Legend has it that
the slaves in Texas were the last to be liberated from slavery -- since the word that slavery had been abolished had not reached Texas because
the messenger had been shot on the way. Another story is that the federal government had allowed for slave masters to reap their last cotton
crops out in the fields before they freed their slaves.  However, on June 19th a union general named General Gordon Granger and 2,000
federal troops rode into Galveston to take possession of the state and to enforce the emancipation of all slaves.  Former slaves rejoiced in
the streets with jubilant celebrations and June 19th now marks the date for Juneteenth celebrations. 

The very first Juneteenth celebration was held in Galveston, Texas at Emancipation Park.  Juneteenth festivals are all day long traditional
African American events generally held in community parks or wide open areas. Festivals include the reading of the emancipation
proclamation, singing old spiritual songs like “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” or “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” poetry from old and new black writers,
and super-duper feasts that include bar-b-que, fruit, pies, cakes and of course red soda water.

More than 75 skid row residents came to this year’s L A CAN-style Juneteenth celebration.  It was beautiful.  We gathered outside the office
on Main Street and a variety of LA CAN members contributed to the program.  Debbie read the emancipation proclamation; General Dogon
talked about the traditional food of Juneteenth; Pete brought it home with the history and spirit of Juneteenth; Pam and Hattie sang; Michelle
performed poetry; and on and on.  Afterward we gathered around the barbeque pit, broke bread together and drank our red soda water. 

LA CAN members stayed and listened to traditional african  drummers who played right on Main Street and many danced well into the night.
LA CAN is planning on holding Juneteenth festivals every year, so if you missed it this year - we look forward to seeing you next year.........

“It is important to understand why the truth was kept from
the slaves of Galveston, Texas. The truth had everything to
do with money, structural racism, and long-term financial
gain. The same principle applies in our community today;
however, you must let them know that you are free, and will
fight for your continued liberation!”         --Pete White

to be fingerprinted, and requires providers to
undergo background checks.

Reduces state funding for Public Authority (PA)
administration by $4.6 million, a 20 percent
reduction.

An additional cut of $28.9 million, which
reflects the Administration’s position that no
IHSS recipients with FL ranks below 4 can be
exempted from the new restrictions on
domestic and related services. Due to this
veto, more IHSS recipients, potentially
including those who need feeding tubes and
ventilators, will lose access to at least some
domestic and related services.

Supplemental Security Income/State
Supplementary Payment (SSI/SSP) Program

Cuts SSI/SSP grants for a third time in 2009.
The maximum grant for couples will be
reduced to the minimum level required by
federal law ($1,407 per month) and the grant
for individuals will be reduced by 0.6 percent,
to $845 per month. These cuts will take effect
on October 1, 2009 for state savings of
$115.9 million in 2009-10.

Eliminates the statutory COLA for SSI/SSP
grants starting January 1, 2011. This change
does not affect the “pass through” of any
federal COLA for the SSI portion of the grant.

Other Human Services Programs

Reduces, by 10 percent, rates for various
categories of foster care providers, including
foster family agencies and group homes, for
state savings of $26.6 million.

Reduces, by 10 percent, rates for substance
abuse treatment services for individuals who
are eligible for Medi-Cal for savings of $8.8
million in 2009-10.

Requires certain families for whom the state
collects at least $500 in child support to pay
a $25 fee, effective October 1, 2010. Only
families that have never received CalWORKs
cash assistance would be required to pay the
fee, which is mandated by the federal
government and is currently being paid by the
state.

An $80.0 million cut to state funding for the
Child Welfare Services Program in 2009-10.

Elimination of state funding for the Linkages
Program and the Community-Based Services
Program, which generally serve low-income
seniors, in 2009-10.

Medi-Cal & Other Health Programs

Cuts state funding for Medi-Cal by $323.3
million in 2009-10 without specifying how
those savings would be achieved. Reduces
funding for programs overseen by the
Department of Developmental Services –
including Regional Centers, which coordinate
services for people with developmental

disabilities – by $234 million in 2009-10. This
cut is in addition to the $100 million state-
funding reduction included in the February
2009 budget agreement.

Eliminates state funding for the Substance
Abuse and Crime Prevention Act of 2000
(Proposition 36) for savings of $90 million in
2009-10.

Reduces state funding for the AIDS Drug
Assistance Program and other Office of AIDS
programs by $35 million in 2009-10.

Eliminates state funding for the Immunization
Program for savings of $18 million in 2009-
10.

Cuts state funding for several community
clinic programs in 2009-10 

Elimination of the remaining state funding for
grants for community clinic programs for
additional savings of $25.0 million

Cuts state funding for Maternal, Child, and
Adolescent Health (MCAH) programs in
2009-10

Elimination of the remaining state funding for
the Black Infant Health Program for additional
savings of $3.0 million in 2009-10

Cuts state funding for the Domestic Violence
Shelter Program by $4.1 million in 2009-10,
a 20 percent reduction.

BUDGET CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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“What’s right isn’t
always popular,
and what’s popular
isn’t always right.”

DEAR LA
I used 2 have a boyfriend named LA
He liked baseball on Wed to C the Dodgers play
We kicked it on Broadway an’ even on Skid Row
We laughed an’ joked an’ went to the show
All nite an’ all day. It was me an’ LA. 

Elysian Park after dark. I never wanted for nothing cuz you had it all. 
Til one day a strange feelin’ came. An’ everything started 2 change.
The spray of graffiti got louder an’ on me. More birds flew over. 
Handcuffs were tighter. More an’ more people tried 2 overrule me.
I still wear my dashiki. The accordion started squeezing – an’ pushin’ out a tune. 

It wasn’t like the 5th of May. It was like a funeral moon. 
No aroma from carnitas an’ cilantro, no cheers from the Staple Center’s last row. 
But like a hand that was around my throat. Am I LA’s most wanted. I’m not gonna run. I’ve
given too much 2 you LA. My heart of love was not enuf why so much hate LA? You say
you’ve outgrown me an my skin is too dark. When we worked together, you said I was smart. 

LA look at all the memories. Why throw it all away? Is this all you have 2 say? No
jubilation. Only separation. I remember your sweet an’ tender kiss. Was it just a myth? On
Angel’s Flight we sang through pain.  We always ate hot dogs at Pershing Square in the
rain. Listen 2 the band, you remember you were there.
You use 2 try to teach me Spanish An’ I would try to teach you Swaheli. Remember that?
Olvera Street was our meeting place, an’ we’d dance 2 the Mariachi band. I won’t be leaving
but I’ll say good bye 2 my dear sweet LA that once was.

--By Pam Walls 6/22/09

MY
DECLARATION    

I   pronounce   today  and  from
here   on   that   I  in  the
knowledge  of  The Spirit  of   the
highest  Truth,  Love,   Liberty
and Justice do solemnly swear to
uphold  and  represent  the
highest principle invested in me
to wage an eternal war against
racial  intolerance, oppression,
ignorance, police brutality and
perversion  of  any  and all forms;
morally and legally.

I   now  vow  and  oath  with
militancy  to  take  a  stand   for
the oppressed, the poor,  the
underdog who fights   a
ceaseless  war  for the
unwanted,   the  neglected,   the
downtrodden  part of  humanity,
whose  voices are unheard,
because  the  oppressor's  vices
and   twisted  laws,  that  bind
and  bounds their minds and
spirit  with  lies,  threats  and
violence  and  even  death   for
exposing  their  evil ways.

I  also  speak   for  those  who
are   falsely imprisoned   for
standing  up  and beholding  their
principles,  sacrificing  family,
freedom,   acceptance and
sometimes  risking  their  own
lives  for  the  sake  of   justice
and  truth.

I  now  petition to  the higher
powers that  be, to strengthen
me  with  the  will, and  the
power and  the  wisdom  and  the
courage  to  confront the enemy,
whenever and whomever they
might be, and prepare in defiance
to assault  the  enemy  with  the
weapons   of   truth  and  justice
and  to  seek  and  destroy with
a   vengeance  all  of   their
illogical  false  sense of  security
and superiority, with  the
knowledge  of  profound  morality
and  Divine  truth.   God compels
me.

01/08/05   Billy  Shaw
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Celebrating Ten Years
LA CAN’s Top 10 Victories: 1999 – 2009

 Successfully established community standards for Business Improvement

District security teams through research, training, and support for litigation.

1999-2000

 Co-founded the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition, established to

ensure equity for homeless and low-income women living downtown and

prevent and end violence against women.  2001- present

 Reversed the Community Redevelopment Agency’s City Center

redevelopment plan – original plans to remove almost 3,000 affordable housing

units were changed to include a “no net loss” policy for all affordable housing,

residential hotel protections, and local hiring policies.  2002 – 2006

 Successfully organized and advocated for changes in City and State law

and provided evidence for a City Attorney lawsuit to end the 28-day shuffle in

downtown LA, a previously common practice that forced people into

homelessness every 28 days and prevented full tenant rights.  2003 – 2005

 Launched a voter participation project, focused on increasing voter

registration and turnout rates and educating a broad base of voters on key

issues.  2004 -present

 Produced a Downtown Community Food Assessment, leading to

organizing campaigns and peer-education workshops to address food insecurity

and related issues facing low-income residents.  2005 – present

 Created and launched CommunityWatch, a police monitoring and anti-

gentrification project with trained LA CAN members as an alternative security

presence in our neighborhood, one designed to ensure that human and civil

rights violations by LAPD and private security against poor and homeless people

are stopped.  2005 – present

 Built coalitions with South Central LA partners to reconnect people and

communities, prevent further forced displacement between communities,

demand equitable development and local hiring, and address housing and

health conditions.  2005 - present

 Successfully organized and advocated for a Citywide Residential Hotel

preservation ordinance, a culmination of a series of building-specific campaigns

and lawsuits, resulting in preserving more than 18,000 low-income housing

units in the City of LA and re-claiming more than 2,000 homes that were

emptied and/or scheduled for conversion.  2006 – 2008

 Developed a community of residents and supporters, LIKE YOU, dedicated

to racial and economic justice!  1999 - 2009

Word Up!
A neighborhood glossary of 

must know words. 

Racism
The election of America’s first Black
president has many, erroneously, declaring
that racism is now a thing of the past.
Such overtures are used to further
dismantle feeble protections that
essentially, in day-to-day realities,  bear
the influence of a paper tiger.  Whether it’s
the arrest of Skip Gates in his own home
or former Chief Bratton’s proclamation
that we have turned the corner of 400
years of oppression, one fact remains
clear, we feel the effects of a nation whose
roots are borne of racist control. 

Science has concluded that race has no
biological meaning or significance. The
gene for skin color is linked with no other
human trait. The genes that account for
intelligence, athletic ability, personality
type, and even hair and eye color are
independent of the gene for skin color.
Social scientists call the term race a “social
construct.”  If there is no real basis for
defining race, why are we so consumed it?

While race has very little significance on
the biological front it plays a very
significant role on the political and social
fronts. For example, America at its
inception committed to the ideas of
freedom, democracy, and opportunity
while simultaneously declaring Africans as
non-human and denying them equal rights
and freedoms.  This fact remained
steadfast until White, Southern plantation
owners wanted to increase their political
power in the legislature and subsequently
advocated, successfully, that Africans
should be counted as three-fifths of a
human being.  Institutional and
interpersonal racism were a foundation of
the United States and continue today.  

Professor Manning Marable in his book,
The Great Wells of Democracy: The
Meaning of Race in America defines
racism as “an unequal relationship
between social groups based on the
privileged access to power and resources
by one group over another.” Author David
Wellman, in his book, Portraits of White
Racism has offered yet another definition
that intends to highlight the systemic
realities associated with racism. He defines
racism as, “a system of advantage based
on race.” 

Many use the terms Prejudice and Racism
interchangeably as if they are the same
thing; however they are markedly different.
Prejudice is a preconceived judgment or
opinion, usually based on limited
information. We are all guilty of prejudice!
Racism, as defined earlier, is more than
personal ideology -- it involves institutional
policies, practices and the actions of
people representing groups with power
and influence.  

The notion of reverse racism was
introduced relatively recently in an attempt
to deflect the harsh realities of a brutal
system that disadvantages African
Americans and other groups of color.  The
manifestation of overt racism has changed
as well. Gone are the days when those in
power can stand behind a podium and
explicitly declare that they are protecting
the White way of life. Yet both individual
experiences and broad data clearly show
that racism is alive and well and “reverse
racism” is not a broad trend nor does it
have broad impacts on White people.  We
must acknowledge, organize and fight
against all forms of racism because until it
is defeated we are all impacted. 



While LA CAN has been quite successful in framing our work in a way that is
frequently highlighted in mainstream media, these “sound-bites” only scratch
the surface of the real work and the real stories of our community. Following
the tradition of all major social movements, LA CAN created a community-
based newspaper with the sole purpose of telling the whole story from the
perspectives of those living it. The newspaper shares LA CAN’s philosophy
that people are best suited to tell their own stories; therefore, all stories are
written by LA CAN members and supporters. The Community Connection is
LA CAN’s rendition of the North Star, the Liberator and other historical
examples of community-based press used to advance social change.

Our Community Connection Sponsor Campaign asks sponsors to pledge a
$50 monthly donation. Sponsors will be highlighted in each issue unless
anonymity is requested.
Your support for the Community Connection:

uProvides critical information on available services, program and policy
changes that affect downtown’s low-income and homeless residents.
uTells the untold stories of impacts created by policy 
uCoordinates a training program for vendors which includes leadership
development, popular education, conflict resolution techniques and
selling tips.
uProvides extremely poor and homeless vendors an opportunity to earn
much needed money with dignity

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address:
____________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________State/Zip:_________________

Phone/Email: _______________________________________________________________

rYes, I want to become a COMMUNITY CONNECTION Underwriter @
$50 a month for ___________ months.

rPlease list my name in Community Connection as:___________________

rI want to support the work of the Los Angeles Community Action
Network  with a single tax-deductible* contribution in the amount of:
(circle amount) $25  $40  $55  $70 $100 Other $_____________

Please make checks payable to: Los Angeles Community Action Network
and send to: LA CAN, 456 S. Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013.

You can also make an online donation at www.cangress.org utilizing
the donate now button.

*All donations are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
The Los Angeles Community Action Network is a 

501(c)3 non-profit organization.
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Executive Editor:

Pete White

Contributors:

Y. Michelle Autry

Deborah Burton

Nicholas Dahmann

Becky Dennison

Steve Diaz

General Dogon

Loose Womyn

Billy Shaw

Linda Valverde

Pam Walls 

Become A Community Connection Sponsor

Editorial Policy

The Los Angeles Community Action Network is a membership organization comprised of

low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents in the Central City East community of

downtown Los Angeles [Skid Row]. LA CAN’s staff and core members, more than 95% of

whom live in Skid Row and/or have been homeless, write the lion’s share of articles that

appear in the Community Connection. These appear without a byline. Articles by people

who are not LA CAN core members and extremely personal articles receive a byline. These

articles do not necessarily represent the views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles

Community Action Network.

All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only; 

please contact Pete White @ 213-228-0024

Call LA CAN (213) 228-0024 and ask for
Pete White or just come to 530 S. Main

Street on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.
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