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The Voice, The Pulse, Of Our Village 
Important State 
Bills on the 
Horizon to 
Increase Food 
Access
WRITTEN BY:  LA CAN

For the last fi ve years, LA CAN has educated 
state lawmakers about ideas that would re-
form the California Food System.  This year, 
we are supporting several different policies 
that are on the table for discussion and pos-
sible actions.

AB6. Introduced by Assembly Member Fuen-
tes, AB6 would eliminate the Fingerprint 
Imaging Requirement for people receiving 
food stamps and CalWORKs.  It would also 
move the reporting requirements for people 
receiving food stamps from fi ling a Q-7 every 
3 months to every 6 months.  

AB69.This bill, which has been introduced by 
Assembly Member Beal, would allow the leg-
islature to direct the State Department of So-
cial Services to establish a two-location pilot 
in conjunction with the Social Security Ad-
ministration to test streamlined strategies to 
enroll eligible Social Security recipients over 
the age of 65 into CalFresh (Food Stamps).

AB828. Introduced by Assemblyman Sandre 
Swanson, if passed, AB828 would lift the life-
time ban on CalFresh assistance for people 
with prior low-level drug convictions.

HOTEL WATCH

Huntington Hotel
The Huntington Hotel is going through substan-
tial changes under the new ownership.  A plan 
has been approved by the City to provide much-
needed rehabilitation to the hotel.  This does 
NOT mean that current tenants have to move out 
of the building and it does NOT mean the new 
owners can raise your rents.  

The rehabilitation plan will involve temporary 
relocation of tenants to other units within the 
building.  When the work is complete, you have 
the right to your original unit at your current 
rent.  The building is still in the REAP program, 
so you are only obligated to pay 50% of your 
rent until the City notifi es you the building is no 
longer in REAP.  If the building is removed from 
REAP, your rent cannot be raised until at least 
one year after the removal date.  

Note: the City has a Rent Escrow Account Pro-
gram (REAP) which allows tenants to pay re-
duced rent to the City instead of the landlord 
until a building meets all health and safety codes.  

Also, many tenants have recently received 3-day 
notices, eviction notices, and/or verbal offers 
of money to move.  You are NOT required to 
move out immediately when you receive eviction 
notices and you do NOT have to accept offers of 
money to move out.  

You do need to respond to any written, legal 

notices very quickly – so come to LA CAN imme-
diately if you receive written notices of any kind, 
especially if you receive an Unlawful Detainer 
(legal eviction notice).  

If you have questions or concerns, contact Steve 
or Dogon at LA CAN or join the next Huntington 
tenant committee meeting. 

Cecil Hotel
The Cecil Hotel owners remain in litigation with 
the City due to their classifi cation as a residen-
tial hotel - which provides increased protections 
for tenants and low-income housing units.  Two 
Cecil tenants are “intervenors” in this suit so that 
the City and owners can’t create a settlement 
agreement that doesn’t take current tenants into 
consideration.  This suit is moving through the 
long process of Federal Court - stay tuned for 
updates.  

Tenants recently received notices about possible 
relocation because a potential new owner was 
applying for government funds to renovate the 
building and preserve it as affordable housing.  
That funding request was NOT granted.  There-
fore, no tenant relocation is necessary at this time 
and your rights under the City’s Rent Stabiliza-
tion Ordinance remain in place.  

If you are having any problems with your tenan-
cy, visit LA CAN at any time or come to our legal 
clinic on Wednesday nights at 6:00 PM.  

Housing Committee 
If you’re tired of not knowing about your tenant 
rights and want to do something about it, join 
LA CAN’s housing committee.  We meet every 
Monday at 11:00 AM.  

Ensuring that we have the information and 
power to keep our homes and community intact
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Seedling Program 
Beginning to 
Take Root
WRITTEN BY: LA CAN 
PHOTOGRAPH BY: LA CAN

In May 2010, LA CAN created a roof-
top garden high above Skid Row, where 
healthy food is often inaccessible to many 
of the area’s residents.

Like many of the grassroots and commu-
nity organizations coming before them, 
LA CAN sees the struggle for civil rights 
as inseparable from food justice and equal-
ity. A community’s ability to grow its own 
food not only reduces fi nancial pressures 
associated with the cost of living, it can 
quickly become a vehicle for empower-
ment and solidarity.

Since its creation, the garden has 
really taken hold amongst LA CAN mem-

bers, with many residents regularly at-
tending the biweekly Team Food meetings 
and afternoons on the roof. 

As the garden continued to expand, Team 
Food members sought to get more folks 
involved by introducing the Adopt-A-
Seedling Program. The program literally 
puts the garden in the hands of commu-
nity residents, who receive seedlings at 
Residential Organizing Committee meet-
ings and nurture them. When the seed-
lings are strong enough to transplant into 
the garden (usually 4-6 weeks later) resi-
dents bring the seedlings back to the LA 
CAN offi ce.

Current gardeners then teach all the new 
gardeners the basics of planting their 
seedlings. These new gardeners are then 
responsible for fi nding time in their sched-
ules to check in on their growing plants, 
water, prune and pick the delicious veg-
etables once they grow. 

The Adopt-A-Seedling Program is just the 
latest in a growing number of Team Food 
programs and efforts to address issues of 
healthy food access in the community. In 
addition to the garden, Team Food orga-
nizes the community around food and 
health policy, nutrition education, and 
physical exercise.

If you are interested in adopting a seed-
ling, stop by the LA CAN offi ces or attend 
a Team Food meeting (every other Thurs-
day at 10:30am).

LA CAN Member and future Master Gardener 
Dee Weakly working on the rooftop Garden

“Justice requires that 
everyone should have 
enough to eat. But it also 
requires that everyone 
should contribute to the 
production of food.” 
- Elias Canetti, Food Not   
Bombs

Who’s Streets?
Our Streets!
LA CAN and other groups targeted 
by the City’s criminalization efforts 
prevent the business community 
and City Offi cials from 
continuing to promote a skewed 
version of safety in Skid Row

WRITTEN BY: LA CAN
PHOTOS BY: POCHO1

For years the Central City East Associa-
tion, LAPD and elected offi cials such as 
City Attorney Carmen Trutanich have 
held a “public safety” walk through the 
Skid Row community on the fi rst Wednes-
day of each month.

The event has been used to promote a 
skewed version of the conditions in Skid 
Row and the supposed public safety risks 
to support the need for the Safer Cit-
ies Initiative – the extra 40 – 100 offi cers 
assigned to Skid Row since fall of 2006.  
Business leaders, whose disgust for Skid 
Row residents is readily apparent, walk 
through our community and point out 
the most negative aspects to visitors or 
the media, while being accompanied by 
numerous uniformed police offi cers.  

Dream Team Los Angeles (a student orga-
nization working for immigration reform 
and access to education that was recently 
targeted by Trutanich for holding protests 

on their campuses) heard about the sup-
posed “safety” walks and wanted to help 
raise a different message – one focusing 
on ending criminalization of students of 
color, as well as poor and homeless people 
in Skid Row.  

So on March 2, 2011, LA CAN, Dream 
Team LA, the Bus Riders Union, and Criti-
cal Resistance LA joined forces to disrupt 
the safety walk and demand different poli-
cies from our elected offi cials. 75 people 
showed up at the Midnight Mission for 
the launch of the walk, drumming, carry-
ing signs, and wearing large stickers that 
said “Stop Criminalizing our Communi-
ties.”  

Many people who were just hanging out 
on that street joined in on the protest.  
There were about eight LAPD offi cers 
already there to “escort” the business 
people, electeds, and their guests.  Yet, on 
this particular evening, no elected offi cials 
showed up.  That didn’t matter to our 
group, since the LAPD and the business 
community are equally accountable in the 
ongoing criminalization and occupation 
of Skid Row – so we directed our chants at 
them and waited for the march to begin.  

When Estela Lopez, Executive Direc-
tor of the Central City East Association 
(CCEA), arrived on the scene and wit-
nessed a crowd determined to challenge 
her message, she immediately cancelled 
the march.  LAPD offi cers then told us 
the march was cancelled, so we could go 
home.  

But we weren’t going to go so quietly. 
So as the CCEA representatives began to 
walk back to their offi ces, the crowd de-
cided to march behind them and let them 
really hear our voices.  We held a short 
rally outside of their offi ces, with a diverse 
group of speakers - all calling for the end 
of unjust policing and the criminalizing 
of communities of color in Skid Row and 
throughout Los Angeles.

We sent a message of multi-cultural, 
multi-lingual solidarity in the fi ght against 
criminalization. 

We are building, we are growing, and we 
will prevail!  
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Demonstrators chanting outside of the CCEA offi  ces
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The Voice, The Pulse, Of Our Village 
“The power of the poor 
starts when we as poor 
recognize our own 
humanity.”
- S’bu Zikode

A Conversation with 
S’bu Zikode
WRITTEN BY: DEANNA WEAKLY

In November 2010, 30 groups across the 
U.S., including the LA Human Right to 
Housing Collective, hosted an esteemed 
ally in the fi ght for housing rights. His 
name: Sibusiso Innocent Zikode (also 
known as S’bu) – the elected leader of 
the “largest organization of the ‘militant 
poor’ in Post-Apartheid South Africa,” the 
Abahlali baseMjondolo.

S’bu was born in the village of Loskop 
in 1975 and grew up in the town of 
Estacourt, in the midlands of South 
Africa called KwaZulu Natal. He was 
raised by a single mother working as a 
domestic. He completed high school at 
Matric at Bonokuhle, where he joined 
the boy scouts, which, according to S’bu, 
was a major life step as it helped shape 
the character of the future leader of 
the Abahlali baseMjondolo (or “Shack 
Dwellers”) movement. 

A few years later, he enrolled as a law 
student at what was formerly known as 
The University of Durban-Westville (now 
part of the University of KwaZulu-Natal). 
Unable to consistently pay fees and rent, 
he was forced to abandon his studies 
and moved to Kennedy Road, a shack 
settlement. 

After a period of service as the 
Chairperson of the Kennedy Road 
Development Committee, S’bu was elected 
head of the Shack Dwellers movement in 
2005. 

In 2006, S’bu, along with a number of 
other members of the movement, was 

forced out of his job. In September 2006 
Zikode and the then Deputy Chair of the 
movement, Philani Zungu, were arrested 
on false charges and tortured, in the 
Sydenham Police Station. 

In September 2009, Kennedy Road was 
attacked by a mob reportedly affi liated 
with the African National Congress 
(ANC). There was violence for days, 
during which Zikode’s home was 
destroyed and his family forced to fl ee.  
Zikode remains in hiding in South Africa 
in fear for his life. He considers himself a 
political refugee, in his own land.

S’bu had a rigorous cross country schedule 
during his U.S. visit,  meeting with 
organizations in New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

A man of quiet demeanor, S’bu came 
armed with wisdom, compassion, courage, 
and a documentary fi lm called Dear 
Mandela, which depicts quite graphically 
the continued suffering of poor South 
African citizens, after apartheid, with the 
ANC party being the oppressor. It is said 
they are afraid to tell Mandela (who is 
of ill health) the present state of affairs, 
fearing it would kill him.
       
On the Los Angeles leg of his national 
solidarity tour, S’bu spoke at several 
venues – USC’s Royce Hall, UCLA’s 
School of Law, the California Endowment, 
and a LA Right to Housing Collective 
convening.

Each panel discussion was tailored to its 
audience. At USC the main point was that 
the only difference between the struggle in 
South Africa and the U.S. is geography. 
At UCLA’s School of Law, the discussion 
centered around the need for more 
involvement, the use of law as a tool, 
and giving to something greater than 
individual pursuit. At the California 
Endowment, the discussion focused on 
American community organizations’ 
ability to contribute more because they 
have a wider reservoir of resources. 

On the evening of November 19th, 
S’bu spoke before LA Right to Housing 
Collective in Maywood. He urged our 
membership to continue to move forward 
despite obstacles and opposition or any 
kind of danger. 

“We are more than they,” said Zikode. 
“The powers that be always speak of the 
people and our plight but, rarely do they 
speak to us.” 

His message: That we continue to build 
leadership and encourage dialogue. He 
urged unity among us as well.

When asked what we as a Collective 
could do for the brothers and sisters of 
South Africa, he simply said, “Keep doing 
what you are doing, and do even more.” 
Although the visit was short, Sibusiso 
Innocent Zikode’s solidarity tour of the 
U.S. remains in our hearts, minds and 
actions to this day.

  

      

S’Bu Zikode, leader of the South African Shack Dwellers movement, on a panel at the UCLA 
School of Law with LA CAN member Deanna Weakly

“The Face”
BY PAM WALLS

I hate the face that hates the race that feeds the racism-ism. Hatin’ the face that hates the race that built this place.  
On the bended backs that prayed and sang to overcome. To own the damn thang.

So that’s why I hate the face that hates the race that built this nation nation. 
Would you rather die than sit next to me on the bus? Then cheer for me as I slam, and look like me when the pig is thrown?  

My big lips say I hate the face that hates the race that built this nation nation.  
My nappy hair under this weave is happy when love flows like hot grits on a plate. No mistaken, omit or forsaken ME.  

Um everywhere. What you write on, eat on, sleep on and sit on.  You can’t get rid of ME.  
So that’s why I hate the face that hates the race that built this nation nation.  

We will not go back to Birmingham or Selma. We will continue to rise STRONGAH THAN EVAH.  
No blacks allowed to mix the dirt and wear the shirt that takes us out of EBT to ‘c note’ sea?  

How blind you are to think that kings and queens can be shut out the game. Surely you amuse us all.  
Are of you insane? We built the bridge you took. There in black history books if you look. 

So that’s why I hate the face that racism makes. WE built this nation nation.

community CONNECTION  / FEB - MAR  2011

4



The Voice, The Pulse, Of Our Village 

Although the LA Times 
claims to be objective in its 
reporting, this article’s biased 
description of the protesters as 
an “unruly crowd” 
undermines this claim. It is 
evident throughout the article 
that the writers are not on the 
side of the protesters.

WRITTEN BY: YELKA KAMARA, INTERN FROM 

OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE

As a reader of both LA CAN’s  bi-monthly 
newspaper, Community Connection, and 
the Los Angeles Times, a daily newspaper 
with national circulation, I was curious 
to know how the rhetoric differs between 
the two papers in their coverage of public 
actions of LA CAN. 

Rhetoric is how people use language 
and other symbols to create immediate 
attention, infl uence, realize goals and carry 
out activities. Individuals engage in the 
rhetorical process anytime they speak or 
produce meaning.
 
This curiosity led to a close reading 
of the coverage of the May 21, 2010 
demonstration by both newspapers. 
The close reading reveals rhetorical 
discrepancy between the Community 
Connection and  Los Angeles Times, in the 
ways they frame LA CAN and the work of 
LA CAN.

The Community Connection’s reporting 
of this demonstration is in the form of 
narrative, with emotionally charged 
language to create sympathy and empathy 
in its reader. The heading of the article 
reads, “The Fight For Tenants’ Rights In 
Los Angeles Takes A Devastating Turn,” 
implying to the reader that there has been 
a situation in which things have gone 
terribly wrong. 

The use of the word devastating not only 
draws the reader in to fi nd out what 
has terribly gone wrong, it also evokes 
grief and distress. Therefore, the word 
devastating engenders sympathy toward 
the tenants whom readers might assume 
were victims of an aggressive action. 
The entire article goes on to detail the 
chronology of events, from low-income 
tenants and their allies sitting and 
respectfully listening for 5 hours to a City 
Council meeting, to being attacked in the 
City Council Chambers. 

At the meeting, Council members were 
voting on a policy for a temporary 
rent freeze. It is at this point that the 
Community Connection’s description of 

the tenants and their allies differs greatly 
from that of the LA Times. The rent freeze 
was not passed and tenants were outraged. 
However, they remained respectful and 
peaceful. 

“Tenants continued chanting as we were 
moving toward the door. Our chants 
posed absolutely no physical threat to 
any person or property.” Based on this 
description of the tenants and their allies, 
the aggressive and violent behavior of Los 
Angeles Police Department (LAPD) was 
unwarranted. 

“Yet, when the entire large group had 
moved about 2/3 of the way to the 
door, the offi cers charged the group, 
using extreme force and violence against 
tenants…The police locked a group in 
the chambers at one point. Also police 
attacked people- shoving, pushing 
and pulling them to the ground. They 
stomped, choked, hit with billy clubs, and 
shot person with a taser gun at least four 
times.” (Community Connection). 

The use of vivid concrete language to 
describe the confrontation between 
tenants and the LAPD evokes anger 
in the reader, particularly towards 
the LAPD and Councilmember Zine, 
who was “instigating the offi cers and 
continually commanding the LAPD on the 
loudspeaker with such orders as ‘Get’ em 
out of here’” (Community Connection). 

Furthermore, the reader may now 
identify emotionally with the plight of the 
demonstrators, who are also the writers 
of this article. In this case, the writer is LA 
CAN. LA CAN’s staff and members, more 
than 80% of who have been homeless, 
writes the lion’s share of articles that 
appear in the Community Connection.
By reporting the demonstration as a 
narrative with explicit appeals to emotion, 
the Community Connection effectively 
turns the abstractions of the demonstration 
into something more palpable and present. 
A possible logical consequence of this 
is the transformation of readers from 
apathetic to social justice enthusiast.

In its news coverage of this same 
demonstration, the LA Times evokes 
a different kind of emotional response 
from the reader. The heading and 
subheading of LA Times’ article reads, 
“L.A. council blocks rent freeze, triggering 
protests/ Police clear unruly crowd 
after demonstrators disrupt meeting. 
Lawmakers’ 10-5 vote cleared the way for 
a 3% increase on July 1” (LA Times). 

This is quite detailed, providing a lot 
of information. From the heading, the 
reader learns a protest occurred at the 
L.A. City Council in response to the 3% 
rent increase. Unlike the heading of the 
Community Connection article, the LA 
Times heading early on evokes anger 
toward the “unruly” people who are 

upsetting and disturbing the police who 
now must quell protests. Although the 
heading and subheading of this article 
may appear factual, it contains bias. 

By referring to protesters as an “unruly 
crowd” in the subheading, the LA Times 
shapes the attitude of the reader against 
the protestors and aligns the reader with 
the writers of the article, who later appear 
apathetic to a rent increase and what it 
means to low-income individuals.

Overall the paper reports mostly on 
disorderly conduct of the tenants and their 
allies, the community group. The article 
does not clearly explain the reasons for 
expression of anger by low-income renters 
who are going to have to pay more rent 
when many of them cannot pay their bills 
now (LA Times). Due to lack of clarity of 
the protestor’s outrage, readers may be 
unsympathetic to their cause. This could 
be a rhetorical maneuver by the paper, to 
justify the actions of the police offi cers.  

For example, it states, “Offi cers holding 
batons formed a mini skirmish line and 
began pushing the unruly crowd outside, 
and tackled and arrested three members 
of the community group.”  The reader is 
not expected to be angered by the actions 
of the police, who they may have been 
persuaded to believe did nothing wrong. 
According to this article, the protesters 
were in the wrong for disrupting a City 
Council meeting and that the police 
offi cers were just doing their job to 
maintain order. 

Although the LA Times claims to be 
objective in its reporting, this article’s 
biased description of the protesters as an 
“unruly crowd” undermines this claim. 
It is evident throughout the article that 
the writers are not on the side of the 
protesters. They effectively communicate 
this to the reader and hence, the reader 
most likely remains apathetic.  

In the article LA CAN is mentioned in 
passing, “The protesters, dominated by the 
members of the Los Angeles Community 
Action Network, brought the meeting to 
a standstill with loud, echoing chants of 
‘No justice, no peace!’ and other slogans.”  
Furthermore, the description of  LA CAN 
is limited to “community group.”

This weak description diminishes the 
signifi cance of LA CAN and the value 
of the wide range of work they do. LA 
CAN not only advocates for low-income 
tenants; they are the low-income tenants. 
In other words, LA CAN is not pleading 
on someone’s behalf, they are demanding 
on their own behalf, collectively. 

In Comparison: 
LA TIMES VS. Community  Connection

If you’re not careful, the 
newspapers will have you 
hating the people who are 
being oppressed, and 
loving the people who 
are doing the oppressing.  
~Malcolm X
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Public Housing
Convention 
Unites Tenants
WRITTEN BY: LA CAN 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY: LA CAN

On Saturday, February 19, 2011, almost 
200 public housing tenants from across 
the City gathered at the Venice United 
Methodist Church to discuss current 
challenges facing the future of public 
housing in Los Angeles and make plans 
to take collective action. The convention, 
organized by the LA Human Right to 
Housing Collective, was an opportunity 
for tenants from throughout L.A. to 
exchange stories of their shared frustration 
with public housing management.  
But, more importantly, the event was 
a chance to build relationships across 
communities to increase tenant infl uence 
over the decisions impacting them.  The 
LA Human Right to Housing Collective 
views the preservation and improvement 
of public housing – the nation’s longest-
standing source of permanently and 
deeply affordable housing – as one of the 
key pieces of ensuring the human right to 
housing.  

After a few community and relationship 
building exercises, tenants broke up into 
small groups to discuss three of the most 
pressing issues for public housing tenants 

today: the proposed privatization (sale) 
of public housing, unfair fees imposed on 
public housing tenants, and harassment of 
tenants by management.  Tenants made a 
list of the priority issues in each area, came 
up with ideas to address each one and 
then shared with the full group. 

Tenants who are actively leading the 
public housing subcommittee of the 
Housing Collective then addressed the 
convention attendees – outlining specifi cs 
about decision-making, the need to expand 
tenant organizing and involvement, and 
urging their peers to get involved.  The 
presentations also included Barbara 
Schultz from Legal Aid Foundation of 
Los Angeles, who, as a provider of legal 
support to the Collective, informed tenants 
about ways to defend their individual 
tenant rights.  

This fi rst-ever Citywide public housing 
convention provided a space for tenants 
to collaborate on creative solutions 
and to inspire one another to defend 
public housing against the L.A. Housing 
Authority’s proposal to convert these 
developments to privately-owned 
housing developments with time-limited 
affordability.  Additionally, other low-
income tenants attended in solidarity to 
protect public housing, as it is one of the 
Collective’s principles that any violation of 
housing rights impacts us all.   In closing, 
Rosa Ramon, a tenant in San Fernando 
Gardens, called on all attendees to make 
a commitment for action after leaving the 

convention – that nothing will change 
without us taking action as a large group 
and that we must be committed for the 
long term.  

More than 100 attendees fi lled out 
commitment forms outlining specifi c 
steps they will be taking this Spring and 
Summer to demand justice from the 
City’s Housing Authority and our federal 
government, which oversees and funds 
public housing.  Stay tuned for more 
information!

Notes: The L.A. Human Right to Housing 
Collective’s lead members are LA 
CAN, Union de Vecinos, POWER, and 
Comunidad Presente. The Collective 
has active tenant committees in 8 public 
housing developments including Pueblo 
del Rio (South LA); Estrada Courts, Pico 
Aliso and Ramona Gardens (East LA/
Boyle Heights); Mar Vista Gardens (West 
LA); Rancho San Pedro (San Pedro); and 
San Fernando Gardens (San Fernando 
Valley).  To get involved or for more 
information, contact Steve Diaz at LA 
CAN.  

The LA Human Right to Hous-
ing Collective calls upon ourselves 
and our government to include the               

following principles in 
all policies and practices:

1. Preserve, improve and expand public 
housing as a public resource owned and 
operated by the government.

2. Preserve all existing housing at affordable 
rents, including rent-stabilized, subsidized, and 
other housing in order to prevent displacement.

3. Create “affordable housing” that is 
affordable to those most in need and end the 
sole reliance on region-wide Area Median 
Income standards that don’t refl ect the reality 
of low-income neighborhoods.

4. End all criminalization of homelessness and 
poverty.
 
5. Create and enforce permanent protections 
for renters that prevent displacement. 

6. Ensure that all housing is safe and healthy.

7. Create and enforce mechanisms to improve 
the participation and infl uence of affected 
tenants in any planning, decision-making, or 
policy-making processes.

8. Ensure that housing is not a mechanism for 
profi t but is rather a human right and the 
foundation of communities.
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“What we witnessed was 
the emergence of a new civil 
rights movement, a struggle 
for social justice….and a 
social policy that protects 
and enriches the urban elite 
while attempting to make a 
displaced, poor, mostly 
black working class 
population disappear.  But 
they are not going
anywhere.”
- Dr. Robin D.G. Kelley

Downtown Blues: 
A Skid Row 
Reader
WRITTEN BY: GERARDO GOMEZ 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY: JORDAN CAMP

On Saturday, February 12th, over 100 
people packed a USC lecture hall to at-
tend the release of Downtown Blues: A Skid 
Row Reader, a historical book that brings 
residents, academics, and other activists 
together to paint a picture of Skid Row that 
the mainstream media fails to deliver.

LA CAN Co-Director Pete White began 
the event by acknowledging Christina 
Heatherton and Jordan Camp for their hard 
work in putting the reader together. He 
went on to make the connection between 
the Egyptian Revolution and the struggles 
in Skid Row, reminding folks that when 
poor people begin to make plans for self-
determination, the powers that be unleash 
their dogs.

Even though the audience was in a univer-
sity setting, Pete reminded everyone in the 
room that the purpose of the event was not 
only to inform the community of the state 
of civil rights Downtown, but to inspire 
folks to take an active role in the fi ght for 
the human rights in Skid Row. “Data in-
forms you,” Pete said, “but stories inspire 
you.”

Project Coordinator Christina Heather-
ton then gave an overview of Downtown 
Blues, making sure to begin by mention-
ing how Skid Row is the most militarized 
area in the nation – with the city having 
invested hundreds of millions of dollars to-
wards the Safer Cities Initiative (SCI) over 
four years. She informed the audience that 
in the fi rst 3 years of SCI, 36,000 citations 
were distributed and over 27,000 arrests 
were made in a community with less than 
15,000 residents. Despite of all this, accord-
ing to Christina, Skid Row is one of the 
most organized communities in the city. 

General Dogon, LA CAN organizer, kicked 

off the panel discussion with his story of 
being a resident of Skid Row who wit-
nessed fi rst-hand the gentrifi cation of the 
neighborhood, stating, “You know that 
your community is being gentrifi ed when 
you see little dogs and dog shops in your 
neighborhood.” He stressed that at no time 
during this process were long-time com-
munity residents – many homeless and/
or low-income – proactively asked for their 
input. In actuality, the city government 
and offi cials did the opposite of this, opting 
generally to attack the poor and marginal-
ize this community.

Joining Dogon on the panel was an es-
teemed group of academics and activists, 
including noted historian USC Professor 
Robin D.G. Kelley, UCLA Law Professor 
Gary Blasi, UCSB Black Studies Professors 
Cedric J. Robinson and Clyde Woods, and 
University of California President’s post-
doctoral fellow Damien Schnyder.

Having each contributed to the reader, ev-
ery panelist emphasized not only the civil 
rights violations and injustices being car-
ried out in the area, but also the organizing 
and resistance that is growing in the com-
munity. “Not only is a new world possible, 
another world is present,” stated Clyde 
Woods while providing the historical con-
nection between New Orleans and Los An-
geles – a connection that continues today 
in the similarity between residents being 
systematically kicked out of New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina and residents being 
systematically kicked out of Skid Row by 
SCI. He concluded by reminding the audi-
ence that one way of killing communities 
is by killing the memory of people. This is 
why, according to Woods, we must con-
tinue to share our stories and histories of 
struggle and resistance.

Gary Blasi provided those in attendance 
with a more in depth look at SCI, stating 
that a program that was originally de-
signed to take nine months has now turned 
into a seemingly indefi nite policy of harass-
ment and selective enforcement. According 
to Blasi, “Policing and Social Services were 
thought to be the glue of SCI.” Instead, you 
have undercover narcotics offi cers target-
ing busts on residents in the largest area in 
the city where people are recovering sub-
stance abuse.

Robin D.G. Kelley talked about how being 
poor puts one at the center of the struggle. 
Cedric J. Robinson added to this sentiment 
when he reminded the audience that peo-
ple want to be free. They don’t want to be 
subject to poverty. He concluded by invit-
ing everyone in the audience to become 
part of the movement.

During the Q & A, there were questions 
that were geared to what people can and 
should do to support the work already 
being done. Some answers were given, 
such as becoming part of LA CAN’s Civil 
Rights/SCI Committee.

However, one area that wasn’t discussed 
was the role that non-profi ts play in Skid 
Row. While most were in agreement re-
garding the need for more services and less 
policing, what was not talked about was 
the kind of services that should have more 
resources and, in specifi c, who should be 
offering the services. In Skid Row, the mis-
sions play a huge role in social services, but 
continue to operate under a problematic 
model. 

Many of the non-profi ts and missions that 
exist in Skid Row that are supposedly aim-
ing to “help” the homeless are the ones that 
turn their backs on the homeless to get po-
litical or media points. Instead of trying to 
empower the homeless and criticizing the 
targeting of homeless folks, many of these 
agencies collaborate with the police. 

Do we need more social services going to 
non-profi ts where primarily white CEOs 
earn hundreds of thousands of dollars? 
No. What we need is investment of our 
resources in community and grass roots 
organizations whose goal is to empower 
the community. 

As the event ended, there was an energy in 
the audience that carried out into the recep-
tion area. Folks were talking, sharing their 
stories of struggle and ideas for change. 
In this way, the reader will serve not only 
as a tool for sharing information but as a 
means of inspiring the growing movement 
for positive social change in Skid Row and 
beyond.

Note: If you would like to purchase a $10 
copy of Downtown Blues: A Skid Row Reader, 
you contact Eric at 213.228.0024.

Pictured above, From L to R: General Dogon, Robin D.G. Kelley, Gary Blasi, 
Clyde Woods, Damien Schnyder, and Cedric J. Robinson
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Community      
Releases Skid 
Row Assessment 
WRITTEN BY: GENERAL DOGON

On Homeless Memorial Day, December 
21, 2010, LA CAN members and 
supporters held a press conference outside 
the LAPD Administration building across 
from City Hall to announce the fi ndings 
of our community-based human rights 
assessment of the Safer Cities Initiative 
(SCI). 

The assessment, based on surveys of more 
than 200 Skid Row residents, built on the 
stories and data from LA CAN’s Legal Clinic 
and Citation Defense program that showed 
the negative and often devastating impacts 
of SCI.  LA CAN members and supporters 
presented the results of the survey to the 
media, then went inside to present to the 
Los Angeles Police Department, and ended 
the morning by delivering the report in 
person to Councilmember Jan Perry and 
Mayor Villaraigosa’s offi ces in City Hall.  

In September 2006, Mayor Villaraigosa and 
then-Chief of Police William Bratton created 
and launched what they called the “Safer 
Cities Initiative”, which brought more than 
100 extra cops to Skid Row.  As reported 
in the Community Connection many times 
since the launch, SCI is an effort to gentrify 
Skid Row, make many residents feel less 
safe, and, ultimately, to remove homeless 
and low-income residents.

In our quest to bring justice to residents 
who have been targeted and criminalized 
for cross walk violations, for previously 
unheard of offenses like getting a littering 
ticket, for smoking a cigarette and ashes 
falling off onto the ground, and other minor 
offenses, in 2008 LA CAN added a citation 
defense program to our legal clinic.

While completing ticket intake paperwork 
with residents, we began to hear similar 
stories emerge, such as folks being 
handcuffed and searched when being cited 
for an infraction, running the person’s 
name for a warrant check, and generally 
people not being treated respectfully by 
cops.  Additionally, each week people came 
into the clinic with more serious problems 
with police, such as police brutality, false 
arrests, and loss of housing due to arrest. 
 
LA CAN’s civil rights committee discussed 
many possible responses to the information 
we were receiving in the clinic and in our 
street outreach, and decided to complete 
a 5-page survey with Skid Row residents 
that we did not know personally to further 
gauge the impacts of SCI.  

In response to our presentation of the above 
data and personal stories, members of the 
civil rights committee met with LAPD 
Commission President, LAPD Inspector 
General, and other representatives on 
January 5, 2011.  

We again urged them to use their infl uence 
to end the racist and unjust Safer Cities 
Initiative.  Members also created and 
presented three additional short -term 
recommendations for the LAPD:   

1. EXPAND AND UTILIZE THE 
“SMART” TEAM IN DOWNTOWN LOS 

ANGELES:  

LAPD has a SMART team model that 
includes specially-trained offi cers in 
mental health and Department of Mental 
Health professionals that are supposed to 
be called to a scene when a person with 
a mental illness is involved.  Although 
LAPD has sustained dozens of extra 
offi cers in Skid Row for more than 4 years, 
the SMART team hasn’t expanded at all 
and is generally not used in interactions 
with mentally disabled residents.
  

2. CREATE A POLICY TO REQUIRE 
A COMMUNITY TASK FORCE FOR 

SPECIAL INITIATIVES: 

This recommendation is to ensure that 
before any special policing, such as Safer 
Cities, starts in a community, LAPD would 
be required to meet with the residents 
and stakeholders of that community come 
to the table and review the action. This 
will not only redirect  monies to services 
where they’re most needed, but will give 
residents and stakeholders voice and 
power in what’s going on.

3. EXPAND THE ABILITY OF 
RESIDENTS TO PROVIDE 
COMMENDATIONS AND 

MISCONDUCT COMPLAINTS: 

This proposal demands police misconduct 
complaints and commendation forms are 
available on-site with offi cers and that 
they be offered to citizens when stopped. 
Many people have fear of retaliation that 
will keep them from walking into a police 
station and therefore may never end up 
fi ling a complaint when mistreated.  

A report from the Police Commission on 
the above cited policy recommendations 
as well as the Community-Based Human 
Rights Assessment on SCI was given on 
March 8th (more on this report on Page 9).

Although the Police Commission 
responded to our report and demands, 
there has been complete silence from the 
Mayor and Councilmember Perry, who 
continue their blind support for the Safer 
Cities Initiative.  We will continue to hold 
them accountable - we’re not going to sit 
back and let the biggest acts of civil and 
human rights violations in the nation go 
by on our watch.  

We invite and encourage all Skid Row 
residents to come struggle with us. No 
matter how long you’ve been on skid row, 
there is work and a position for everybody. 
This is our community! 

The Mayor, Jan Perry, and the Chief are 
supposed to be working for us. We as 
citizens have a right to say what we want 
as a community and what we don’t want.
Just because we live on Skid Row we’re 
not going to accept anything different 
when it comes to us and our community 
needs. The time is now for us to fi ght back 
and stake our due claim on Skid Row. ALL 
POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

A few results and responses from the 
Community-Based Human Rights Assessment of 

the Safer Cities Initiative:

• More than half of the respondents (53.6%), both 
homeless and housed, had been arrested in just the past 
year.  This compares to an adult arrest rate in the State of 

California of 4.9 percent.

• As a result of arrest, 51.5% lost their housing, 42.4% lost 
access to social services, and 16.4% lost employment.  

• Although LAPD touts improvements in biased policing 
(formerly racial profiling), 75 percent reported being pro-
filed by police in the past year due to their race, economic 

status, or residence in the Skid Row community.  Almost 80 
percent of respondents reported they do not feel safe from 

police violence and police harassment.  

• The report also includes previously unpublished data from 
the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority’s 2007 Home-

less Count that shows that the most prevalent form of victim-
ization reported by those surveyed was police harassment 

(37%), exceeding assault (24%) and robbery (18%).  
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Our Rights: Use 
them or Lose Them!
MIRANDA/THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN 
SILENT
WRITTEN BY: JOHN RAPHLING, ATTORNEY 
AT LAW

“You have the right to remain silent.  
Anything you say can and will be 
used against you.  You have the right 
to an attorney before and during any 
questioning.  If you cannot afford an 
attorney, one will be appointed for you, 
free of charge.  Do you want to talk about 
what happened?”

We’ve all heard this speech.  On television, 
in the news, in the back seat of a patrol 
car, in the interrogation room at the police 
station.  These are the infamous Miranda 
warnings.  The “rights” that police offi cers 
are supposed to read to people they have 
arrested and are about to question.  While 
we have all heard them before, few people 
know how they really work.

Some history. The Miranda warnings 
fi rst appeared in 1966 in a Supreme Court 
decision, Miranda v. Arizona.  At that 
time, the people were out on the streets 
protesting an imperial war overseas and 
injustice at home.  We were demanding 
our rights and demanding justice and 
demanding better treatment by those in 
power, particularly by the police.  In the 
face of this forceful movement, many 
aspects of government responded by 
expanding our civil rights, though often 
in ways that looked more impressive than 
they really were.  Miranda is an example.

The Supreme Court recognized that, 
while police were less likely to use 
physical torture and abuse to get people 
to confess to crimes, they now had learned 
techniques of trickery and psychological 
abuse to reach the same end.  Instead of 
banning those techniques, or requiring 
that interrogations of suspects be 
recorded, or insisting on the presence of 
an attorney, they gave us the Miranda 
warnings: tell the arrestee she doesn’t 
have to talk to the police, but if she agrees 
to talk, then those psychological tricks and 
manipulations are fair game.

The answer. When police remind us of 
our right to remain silent, then ask that 
question– “Do you want to talk?”– there 
is only one answer: a fi rm, unambiguous, 
undeniable, “NO.”  Followed by, “I 
want my attorney.”  We have the right to 
remain silent.  We need to use that right.  
Why?  Because anything we say can and 
will be used against us.

The fact that we refused to talk to police 
cannot be used against us in court.  The 
jury deciding our case will not hear about 
our exercise of our right to remain silent 
and cannot consider it in deciding our 
guilt or innocence.

The police know it.  Chances are, they 
are talking to us because they don’t 
have enough evidence to make their 
case without us confessing, or admitting 
something that connects us to the crime.  
They won’t have a case against us, unless 
they can get us to snitch on ourselves.
  
What if I’m innocent? 
 
Even completely innocent people should 
be very wary about allowing themselves 
to be interrogated by police.  Detectives 
are highly trained in getting people to 
confess.  They are allowed to lie and 
present us with false evidence to trick us 
into confessing.  False confession is one of 
the leading causes of false convictions.  If 
we are innocent, we and our lawyers can 
explain it to the jury or judge, without 
the stress and treachery of the in-custody 
interrogation and with an advocate at our 
side.

Even if we don’t confess, we can still give 
the police some piece of information that 
helps them make their case: we might 
place ourselves on the street where the 
crime occurred or admit to knowing 
someone involved in the crime, or we may 
say something that they can twist around 
to sound incriminating.

If we talk to the police, they don’t have 
to record all or any of what we say.  So 
nothing stops them from putting words 
in our mouths or making things up that 
we didn’t say.  The surest way to protect 
ourselves is to refuse to speak to them and 
to demand our lawyer.

What if they don’t read us our 
rights?

Contrary to popular belief, if they arrest 
us, but don’t read our Miranda rights, our 
case won’t get dismissed.  The only effect 
of their failure is that if they question us 
without advising of Miranda, then our 
answers are not admissible in court.  So 
even if we confess to the crime, they 
can’t use that confession against us in 
court.  Unless we testify.  Then, if we say 
something different from what we told 
the police at the station, they can use it to 
make us look dishonest in front of the jury.

Assert your rights.

Protect yourself.  Don’t snitch on yourself.  
Don’t give the police a chance to trick you 
or lie about you and put you in jail.  Use 
your right to remain silent.  Refuse to 
speak to them and demand your attorney.

DISCLAIMER: This column provides a 
very general and incomplete explanation 
of basic legal principles, and may not 
apply to the specifi c facts of your case.  
Please consult an attorney concerning 
you particular situation.  This discussion 
applies only to people who have been 
arrested.  If you have information to help 
police solve a real crime or to help save 
someone in danger, you should share that 
information. 

Resident voices 
convince Police 
Commission of need 
for change
WRITTEN BY: LA CAN
PHOTO BY: LA CAN

On the morning of March 8, 2011, commu-
nity residents had the rare opportunity of 
having LAPD and the Los Angeles Police 
Commission respond directly to our calls 
for policy reform and an end to the devas-
tating impacts of the Safer Cities Initiative 
(SCI).

The Police Commission was set to approve 
two reports - one responding to LA CAN’s 
assessment of SCI and the other addressing 
three policy recommendations submitted 
by LA CAN to the commission in January 
(listed in article on page 8).

LA CAN members reviewed these reports 
in advance of the meeting and were 
disappointed to see that both essentially 
disregarded and dismissed the assessment 
and community recommendations.

So as LA CAN members began fi lling the 
room, their messge for the Police Com-
mission was clear: Do NOT approve these  
reports. To do so would be a blatant dis-
regarding of the personal experiences and 
reasonable recommendations of commu-
nity residents.

While the report on the SCI human rights 
assessment was unfortunately approved, 
the report on the policy recommendations 
was not approved.

After Commission Executive Director Rich-
ard Tefank summarized his response to the 
recommendations, community member 
after community member testifi ed against 
approval - citing the numerous shortcom-
ings of the report while highlighting the 
urgency of each recommendation.

After hearing the united voice of the com-
munity, the Commissioners decided not to 
approve the report. Instead, they decided 
to create a temporary task force (consisting 
of two commissioners, Mr. Tefank, Inspec-
tor General Nicole Bershon, and members 
of LA CAN) that will continue to explore 
the policy recommendations and present a 
revised report to the Commission.

This action was a direct result of commu-
nity pressure and the collective effort of 
residents. Those in attendance left the room 
determined to continue to fi ght for police reform in and for their community.

LA CAN Member Lydia Trejo addressing Chief 
Beck and the Police Commission
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GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN

The very fi rst week of the new 
year we lost a person dear to 
our community. 

On January 6, 2011, we lost 
Paula Upton who lived at the 
Huntington Hotel for the past 
nine years with her husband 
Greg and their dog Annie. 

Paula was a member of LA 
CAN. Paula loved living 
downtown and she also had a 
profound love for shit kicker 
movies, fi shing, and animals. 

She also had a love for social justice work. Though she was 
medically disabled and bound to a wheelchair, it didn’t stop 
her from getting out and doing her thing. 

She loved talking to people and passing out LA CAN fl yers 
to our Residential organizing meetings held every fi rst and 
third Friday. She used to see me and say “Where are my fl y-
ers?” 

She was the type of person that was always outreaching to  
and helping other people. She will surely be missed, and 
we know the gods have accepted her with open arms. 

Paula, we love and miss you. Although you are gone, 
you and your work for justice will not be forgotten.

Soldier in Peace

Donald “Hurricane” Edwards passed away 
on February 9. A staple in the community 
for the last 30 years, Donald could often 
be seeing riding around the streets of Skid 
Row on his orange bike. 

A life long hustler, brother Hurricane will 
be missed by many for his sense of humor 
and deep conversations. May he rest in 
peace.

Remembering a Longtime Friend
LA CAN lost a longtime friend in March. Adrienne Taylor passed 
away after a long and brave battle with cancer. Adrienne worked in 
the Skid Row community for almost 20 years and believed deeply in 
social justice. She also was integral in the formation of LA CAN – she 
was a case manager at the Rossmore Hotel, where she provided meet-
ing space and other support for the tenant committee that eventually 
founded LA CAN.  She later became one of the founding Board mem-
bers of LA CAN.  

Beyond her contributions to LA CAN as an organization, Adrienne 
was a close friend to many of us.  She was a steadfast and loyal friend, 
honest and direct, supportive no matter the situation, and also not 
afraid to challenge you when that was needed.  

Adrienne was also a mother of three who worked hard every day to 
provide for and set a good example for her children – she raised two 
amazing young women and laid a strong foundation for her 10-year 
old boy.  

Adrienne fully embodied one of LA CAN’s favorite descriptors, 
“Sista Soldier.”  We will miss you deeply, but your memory and impact remain forever.   
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A Valentine’s Day Wedding

On February 14th, 2011, long time community residents Leo Jones 
and Alexis Thomas joined one another in holy matrimony.

Leo and Alexis fi rst met one another in Skid Row in 1994. “We met 
on the streets,” said Alexis, “during our addiction.” After years of 
battling substance abuse, the two entered rehabilitation programs. 
After completing their programs, Leo got a job as a cook at the 
Midnight Mission. 

Soon after, the two moved into their own apartment just East of 
MacArthur Park and got engaged. When it came time to pick a 
location for the wedding, the two agreed that there was only one 
place they could get married – the place where they fell in love with 
each other – Downtown L.A. 

So on Valentine’s Day, in front of room fi lled to capacity with fam-
ily and friends, some of whom they “hadn’t seen in years,” Leo and 
Alexis married one another at the Guadalupe Chapel on Broadway.

 Member Testimony: 
What i Luv about LA CAN? What i Hate about LA CAN?

BY TIM “BIG MACK” MACKEY

It wuz around 2001 I came to LA CAN, told by my Father Figure 
Comrade O/G Homie (Michael Zing Zing, Soldier in Peace. 
Power to the People)
At the time I was fresh out of prison and in my Pro-Black Militant stage
And thought that LACAN was just about that, but I wuz pleasantly wrong
They help you fi ght for your rights and justice, and they’re real people you 
can talk, clown, laugh, cry, and vent with. Always been there for me.
If I wuz doing the right Pete, Becky supported me 100%
If I wuz doing wrong they wouldn’t put me down or ignore me
They’d say, “Hey, Mack, get back on the right track.”
“Mack, you’re part of LA CAN’s Family for Life.”
But, like all family, sometimes you need to discipline.
Remember one time at 456 S. Main (I miss the old offi ce)
I was talking slick to a member about making money the wrong way
And Pete with his rabbit ears came out of the offi ce, pulled me to the side,
And said, “We ain’t having that crazy BS up in here.”

And when it comes to the Police, the Police, the Police, the Police
They make sure they’re doing their job the right way
Also they will back you up and come to court for you.
Legal Advice, they’ll help you get a lawyer.
If you doin’ wrong, they won’t kick you out or put you down,
I know this for a fact. They also have some real Kool events
(Ain’t no party like a LA CAN party becuz a LA CAN party don’t stop, Baby)
Rallies, Labor Day, ROC meetings, classes
That’s what I luv about LA CAN, they’re not
like so many Hollywood Organizations
They do yes and no. People there ain’t funny style
They’re just as street and crazy as a real family. They’re not actors.
They’re actions.

Let’s jump the subject for a minute, let’s get to hood news
The community where I come from, 
Pueblo Housing Projects, the low’Bottoms
They trying to relocate some good, hardworking, families and people
Despite all the negative things you hear about the Pueblos & low’ Bottoms 
My community has schools, churches, parks, history, and pride.
There are plenty of people in there doing the right thing. Now new housing 
Developers are planning to upgrade the projects, raise rent.
For those who think it can’t happen, look at Aliso Village, where over 90%
Of their residents were relocated.
Please support and learn about this, if you don’t fi ght you could be next.

Also, the Safer Cities is a great idea, but it needs improvements
The police need to network more with community leaders,
Needs to be gang intervention, drug and alcohol programs, 
mental health services. There are a lot of myths on both sides. 
I also feel there should be a resource guide for jobs, 
recovery meetings, shelters, libraries, school, food banks, etc.
in the area for those that need help, 
I’m willing to help. Oh, but don’t get  my words twisted
I still live by the G-Code. I just don’t do anything to get snitched on, 
I truly can say I don’t F*%k with the Police, 
but I’m crime free so don’t f*%k with me. 
I was a person that wuz part of the problem, now I’m part of the solution. 
I do right by educating my brothers 
And sisters, by taking care of my family the right way, cleaning up 
my community. We should all take responsibility. 
The police are human, there are good ones and bad ones
Boom line, don’t do the Crime if you can’t do the time. 
Everybody needs to do their part to truly make this a safer city

At a real low point in my life I was in a nursing home, didn’t know 
if I wuz going to walk again Or lose my leg. 
The nurse said, “Mackey, you have a phone call.”
“Hey, Mack.” It wuz Becky calling to ask how they were treating me
And if I needed something. “We miss you, Mack, and we are 
Coming to see you real soon. Get well.” 
Even though she’s a Celtic fan (GO LAKERS!),
Them real words uplifted my spirit and gave me up, put a smile on my face.
I don’t cry, but I almost did.

Oh, I almost forgot to say what I hate about LACAN:
There should be more LA CANs.

COMING SOON 
from Local Community Author 
Bernard Samul Sephus, Jr.

Leo and Alexis Jones moments after their marriage.

With true stories featuring Jay Leno, 
Denzel Washington, ICE-T 

and Robert DeNiro
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WRITTEN BY: JOE THOMAS, LA CAN MEMBER
PHOTOS BY: LA CAN

On Valentine’s Day, Monday, February 
14th, the L.A. Human Right to Housing 
Collective, a coalition of community-based 
housing organizations across L.A., went to 
Councilmember Herb Wesson’s Campaign 
Headquarters on Pico Blvd. to deliver a 
Special Valentine from Los Angeles tenants 
carrying broken hearts.

For two years we as tenants have been 
fi ghting for rent control. Over that time, 
Wesson has over and over again delayed 
economic relief for more than 650,000 
households in Los Angeles. 

This is because as Chair of the City 
Council’s Housing Committee, Wesson 
has repeatedly refused to act on the 
Right to Housing Collective’s proposals 
for comprehensive reform to L.A.’s Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance, or any other 
reforms for that matter. 

Instead, Wesson has put these urgent 
reforms on hold for months as he prepared 
for his re-election this March. Politics 
over our lives and homes seems to be Mr. 
Wesson’s game plan. 

“We are here this morning, on Valentine’s 
Day, to demand that Councilmember 
Wesson starts to show the love to L.A.’s 
tenant majority,” stated Right to Housing 
Collective and LA CAN member James 
Porter. “We are broken hearted this 
morning, as the councilmember has failed 
to act in tenant interests. But we believe 
that the people can change this reality, and 
today is just one step.”

This is why we feel as tenants that our short 
protest outside his offi ce and our valentine 
delivery were imperative.

Housing must be accessible to everyone, 
Herbie!

“We are here this morning, on Valentine’s 
day, to demand that Councilmember Wesson 
starts to show the love to L.A.’s tenant 
majority,” stated Right to Housing Collective 
member James Porter. “We are broken 
hearted this morning, as the councilmember 
has failed to act in tenant interests. But we 
believe that the people can change this reality, 
and today is just one step.”

ARTWORK BY SPARTACUS CACAO

Where’s the Love Herbie?
Pictured Below: Tenants 
demonstrate outside of 
Herb Wesson’s Campaign 
Offi  ce on Valentine’s Day

community CONNECTION  / FEB - MAR  2011

12


