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Community Takes Fight to the
Federal Level:
LACAN Files Complaint with
Justice Department, Residents
Rally in Support
by Christina Heatherton

“We ain’t scared of no mayor,
We ain’t scared of no chief,
We ain’t scared of City Hall 

Cause they ain’t nothing but thieves!”
For the past two years, Skid Row community
members have fought against the occupation of
their homes and community. In this struggle
almost every available legal means available has
been used. To end the Safer Cities Initiative
residents and supporters have conducted meetings
with the Mayor’s office, given repeated public
testimony to the City Council and the Police
Commission, worked with UCLA’s law school to
illustrate systemic illegal actions and abuses, and
issued complaints against the LAPD with the ACLU,
all to no avail. To stop the ongoing violence of the
LAPD and the complicit negligence of the city,
community members had no choice but to make
their voices heard at the highest level in the land:
the Federal government. 

On March 11, community members took a bold
collective step towards ending the Safer Cities
Initiative and the systematic abuses of the LAPD.
Marching into the Department of Justice in the
Federal Building, several LA CAN members filed a
100-plus-page complaint against LAPD’s Central Division. 

On hand in solidarity were two busloads of Skid Row residents and supporters. Drumming, singing, and
chanting, with signs held high, the crowd gathered around the busy intersection of Wilshire and Veteran,
drawing strength and support from passers-by. 

THE COMPLAINT ESTABLISHES A PATTERN OF MISCONDUCT BY THE LAPD, ALLEGING SIX TYPES OF
PATTERNS  AND PRACTICES REQUIRING INVESTIGATION:

-LACK OF JUSTIFICATION BY OFFICERS ON INCIDENTS INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE
-RACIAL PROFILING
-LACK OF OFFICER TRAINING
-DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
-UNEQUAL PROTECTION IN ENFORCEMENT AGAINST DRUG AND ALCOHOL POSSESSION
-CITIZEN COMPLAINT PROCESSES THAT TREAT COMPLAINANTS AS ADVERSARIES
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FEDERAL “STIMULUS” BILL
DOES LITTLE TO HELP POOR
by David Wagner

The big news of the year
so far has been the large,
approximately 800
BILLION dollar stimulus
plan proposed by
President Barack Obama
and voted into law by
Congress. The plan
provides many benefits for
the nation’s middle class:
tax cuts, new construction
jobs to build and repair
roads and bridges, energy
funds to improve private
homes, mortgage relief for
those with large debts, and
extended unemployment
benefits, to name a few.

For poorer people, well,
there is not as much. There
is a 13% increase in Food
Stamp benefits which went
into effect last month.

Some people who are on Social Security, SSI, and Veterans pension will also find
a one time bonus of $250.00. And to be fair with state governments deeply in the
red, the federal government’s added contributions to programs like Medicaid and
education may well help reduce the number of layoffs of staff and cutbacks in
social programs.

Still and all, for a government that has given nearly a trillion dollars (yes
TRILLION) to the corporations, can it spare a bit for those most at need? What is
missing from the stimulus package???

• Housing: In a nation with a chronic shortage of housing, particularly for
the poor, why is there no housing funds? A program to construct new housing
would provide jobs for many people, and help lower rents for all by providing
more units, and these units can be built in cities, suburbs, and rural areas. Failing
this, why not a program of rent assistance to aid poorer people?

• Income:   While corporate executives did extremely well from government
handouts, and the middle class gets tax cuts and other benefits, we all know that
a one-time increase in Social Security, SSI and Veterans pensions won’t go far nor
will the small increase in Food Stamps. Isn’t it time for the government to bail out
people living on $221 dollars a month or less in this country with a permanent
income adjustment so they can live?

• Jobs: For those able to work we need a major commitment to work projects
that are available to people who are unemployed or underemployed (working
part-time because they can’t work full-time or at low pay jobs that don’t support
them). There is plenty of work to do all over this country and the work need not
be highly skilled. We know millions of people need help with caring for elderly
or disabled relatives and children, millions of people need help with health care
and social services. There is plenty of training that could help people get familiar
with new technologies. We need good jobs with a future, but which are open to
people without a lot of experience.

• Health Care: Everyone now seems to agree that the American health
system is broken. The question is what if anything the government can come up
with to fix it. We need a program of health care for all- which all major countries
have besides the United States- and one that does not stigmatize poor people and
give them inferior care as it does today.

David Wagner is the Distinguished Visiting Professor at 
California State University at Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) 

who has been working with LACAN in recent months.

Mayor Again Calls for More
Police, at the Expense of

Human Rights and Real Public
Safety!

Community Organizations from across Los
Angeles Call on City Leaders  

to Reject the Mayor’s Demands for More
Officers and Support Healthy Communities in

this Year’s Budget!

The Mayor’s April State of the City address and
his proposed budget reflect irresponsible
choices in a budget crisis and a lack of
accountability in continuing an unwavering
commitment to add officers for LAPD without
any acknowledgment of the consequences.
More police does not equate to improved public
safety for low-income communities and
communities of color.  

The Los Angeles Coalition against State Violence
has created community-based demands to
reduce and restrict the LAPD budget allocation
and instead focus resources on prevention
efforts, public transportation, affordable housing
and other human rights in the City of Los
Angeles.  

The Coalition’s platform for building healthy
and sustainable communities would in fact, if
implemented, lessen the need for more police.
Community leaders have called attention to the
unprecedented allocation of local resources to
expand the police force and build new facilities
for them over the past four years.  The new
police headquarters alone cost the City almost a
half-billion dollars, about the same amount as
the budget shortfall this year.  Additionally, the
City has paid tens of millions in taxpayer
money to settle lawsuits for police murder,
brutality, and misconduct. In February 2009
alone, the City agreed to pay $30 million
because of the abusive practices of the LAPD.

The over-investment in police and the additional
costs in liability for their actions came at the
expense of people’s immediate need for housing,
employment, education and other resources that
create truly healthy and safe communities for all
Angelinos.  The short-sighted investment in law
enforcement also significantly contributed to a
severe budget crisis for the coming year.  More
Police is Not a Progressive Vision for L.A. and
is Not Financially Responsible!

There are realistic ways to make our
communities healthier and more sustainable
through implementing the Coalition’s platform.
But that would require Mayor Villaraigosa and
other City leaders to be allies to stop the attacks
on youth, homeless people, immigrants and the
environment, not to expand them!  In the
upcoming weeks of budget negotiations, the
hard questions must be answered.   In this
budget crisis, we must not continue to view
public safety as only a police issue, but a human
rights issue. 

————————————————————
The LA Coalition against State Violence

includes:
Coalition for Justice against Police Murder

Community Coalition
Homies Unidos

Labor/ Community Strategy Center
Los Angeles Community Action Network

South Asian Network
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Rosslyn Hotel

The Rosslyn Hotel remains for sale.
LA CAN members who live in the
Rosslyn attended a neighborhood
council briefing by potential new co-
owner Common Ground.  Although
details were fuzzy at this meeting,
tenants will continue to organize
and communicate with Common
Ground to ensure the new project
protects all current tenants and
serves our community needs.  

Huntington Hotel
The Huntington Hotel is also for
sale.  Tenants have been concerned
about rumors of displacement with
a sale.  As a reminder, a change in
ownership does NOT affect your
tenant rights.  Continue to pay your
rent to REAP to ensure you can
defend your tenant rights.  

NOTE: Tenants of the Huntington
are eligible to pay only 50% of their
rent to the City’s REAP program.
For more information, visit LA CAN.

Cecil Hotel
As reported in the Community
Connection previously, the owners
of the Cecil Hotel filed a lawsuit
against the City claiming that the
Cecil is NOT a residential hotel.  The
formal complaint actually seems to
claim that the Cecil Hotel has
NEVER been a residential hotel and
that they never engaged in the 28-
day shuffle.  

While lawsuits are frustrating and
long, it’s important to get involved.
If you live or recently lived at the
Cecil Hotel, join other tenants
fighting to save their housing.
Come to LA CAN to find out how to
protect your tenant rights and your
homes.  

In the Midst of Growing Housing and
Financial Crisis, City Still Fails 
In the middle of the most severe housing and economic crisis since the Great
Depression, the Mayor of Los Angeles released a housing plan for the next five
years. The plan, “Housing That Works,” focuses on eight key areas: 1) Transit
Oriented Development; 2) Streamline Development; 3) Promoting Mixed–Income
Housing; 4) Building Permanent Supportive Housing; 5) Transforming Public
Housing; 6) Addressing the Foreclosure crisis; 7) Preserving Affordable Housing;
and 8) Educating Landlords and Tenants about their Rights.  

The 8 key focus areas sound like great ideas but things that sound great, with
further investigation, are not always great. This plan, if we can call it that, is to
not only going to barely maintain the status quo; it will not to address the real
needs of low-income LA residents. 

LA CAN members and allies attended two of the community meetings held by
the Mayor’s staff in early 2009, but found that only three of the original eight
areas of focus were addressed.  The Mayor’s priorities seemed to be promoting a
mixed-income housing ordinance, addressing foreclosures, and transit-oriented
development.  The Mayor’s priorities also clearly seemed to be on middle-class
people, not low-income and homeless people most in need of housing.  

For example, in the mixed-income housing discussion, participants were asked
whether the policy should provide housing for people making above 60% AMI or
below 60% AMI.  What is AMI? Each year, the federal government calculates an
Area Median Income (AMI) in communities across the country. In 2008 HUD
calculations set the Los Angeles County AMI at $65,100 for a family of four.
The fact that we would even have to be asked whether low-income people
should benefit is amazing.  Making matters worse, in our community many
residents incomes fall way below this “low-income” definition -- we actually fall
into another category called poverty. The mixed-income policy being considered
does not take into account those embroiled in poverty and homes that we can
afford. 

Another part of the plan discussed at the community meetings was addressing
the foreclosure crisis. The handouts distributed described a program that would
give people who make between $60,000 and $90,000 in annual income the
ability to apply for a grant of up to $100,000 to purchase homes that are in
foreclosure. For those who are currently facing foreclosure proceedings, only
counseling would be offered. According to statistics provided by the Mayor’s
staff, nearly 18,000 homes in South Los Angeles, East Valley, and the Valley
have had foreclosure proceedings brought against them.  But these 18,000
households facing homelessness are offered counseling, when middle class
families are offered $100,000.  

If this plan represents the direction of housing policy in the City of LA, poor and
homeless residents are in trouble.  So you be the judge - do you like what you
hear?  If not, get involved with your friends and neighbors and make real low-
income housing a priority.  

Alexandria Hotel Settlement 

About 14 months after filing a lawsuit in December 2007, poor and disabled tenants of the Alexandria Hotel in
downtown Los Angeles finalized a broad-sweeping, $1 million case settlement. The lawsuit sought to redress violations
of the tenants’ rights which occurred during the rehabilitation of the Alexandria Hotel. These included gross violations
of civil rights, disability discrimination, community redevelopment, relocation, and housing condition laws. 

Defendants in the lawsuit included Alexandria Housing Partners (AHP), Logan Property Management, the Community
Redevelopment Agency of Los Angeles (CRA/LA) and the City of Los Angeles, all of whom consistently supported the
project despite more than a year of public testimony by plaintiffs detailing the grievances suffered by tenants. Despite
irrefutable evidence, such as extended water and utility terminations and court eviction records, Defendants routinely
denied any wrongdoing.  The plaintiffs were six current and four former residents of the Alexandria Hotel, and one
organizational plaintiff, LA CAN. 

LA CAN members believe this settlement marks a great victory for all Alexandria Hotel tenants who were subjected to
cruel and illegal practices, as well as being ignored and discredited by City officials at many levels.  This extensive
settlement illustrates what is possible when dedicated and organized tenants, public interest and pro-bono lawyers,
and community-based organizations join forces for justice. 

While individual defendants received monetary compensation for their damages, the settlement also provides
compensation and housing referrals to up to 100 additional people who were displaced from the Alexandria.  Further,
it establishes new or strengthened policies at the Alexandria and the CRA/LA to avoid similar future problems.   

If you were displaced from the Alexandria, your time to apply for benefits is running short!  Applications are
due on May 21, 2009.  As reported in previous Community Connections, if you were displaced between August
2006 and May 2008, come to LA CAN to fill out an application form or go to the CRA/LA directly to apply.  
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“Zocalo’s Public Square”
On the evening of February 2, 2009, police chief William Bratton
continued his relentless public relations campaign promoting
the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) to the citizenry and
media at the Downtown Public Library. As part of “Zocalo’s
Public Square” events and before a nearly completely white
audience, Bratton was interviewed by Jerry Sullivan, editor-in-
chief of the Garment and Citizen.

In spite of the interview format, Bratton dominated the
conversation and was never asked challenging questions by the
fawning Sullivan. Bratton was free to espouse his empty
propagandist platitudes that appealed to the fears and desires
of the white crowd that fail to match with the realities and
experiences of poor and predominantly Black downtown
residents during his tenure as police chief. 

Throughout the 45 minute “interview”, Bratton reported a
number of gross misrepresentations about the LAPD and their
policing practices that can only be described as double-faced.
The discrepancies between what Bratton tells a white audience
and the reality of LAPD practices are extreme to the point of
absurdity. As such, this article contrasts Bratton’s deceit with
the harsh realities understood in this community.

In order to legitimate the practices of the LAPD, Bratton set
forth a narrative of the LAPD and the City of Los Angeles in
“freefall” during the 1990s. Despite the fact that crime actually
fell during the 1990s, Bratton argued that the LAPD was merely
mired in negative publicity surrounding the “Rodney King
Riots, OJ Simpson fiasco, and the Rampart Scandal.” Today,
under the public banner of “community policing”, Bratton
claims the LAPD has saved the City of Los Angeles, bringing
crime rates back to the 1950s  “good old days of Leave it to
Beaver.” 

However, in September 2002, in a letter to then Mayor Hahn,
forewarning him of the real impacts of  “zero tolerance
policing” and the risks of bringing Bratton to Los Angeles,
Arthur A. Jones and Robin Wiseman of  International Human
Rights Law and Policy had this to say about Bratton’s notion of
what community policing really entailed:

Contrary to claims by William Bratton and John Timoney, zero
tolerance has little in common with real community policing. Even its
former advocates, like James Q. Wilson, creator of the "broken
windows" policing theory, admit that the moral costs of zero tolerance
are stupendous.

Many top police officials and criminologists have concluded that it
destroys community relations; misuses the term "community";
excludes huge segments of the population from community
developmental processes; and is a class-ridden, racist vision of strict
public order without any medium or long-term plan or design. 

Since Bratton's departure, New York City has returned to real
community policing. Crime rates are still declining, just as they were
before his appointment as Commissioner in 1994.

These arguments may not resonate in affluent neighborhoods, or find
favor with rich property developers, but they could find expression in
the next municipal elections. We cannot afford zero tolerance policing
or its practitioners.

Despite this dubious narrative, Bratton troublingly described
the LAPD as “the “most needlessly overseen” department in the
country. Two of his examples were the Police Commission and
Federal Consent Decree, both illustrations of how the existing
oversight is too little and ineffective rather than excessive. First
of all, the Mayor’s appointed citizen review board has been
wholly unresponsive to repeated visits and demands from this
community. The special hearing regarding the Safer Cities
Initiative (SCI) held last November has yielded no result to
date. And, second, the Federal Consent Decree set in place after
the Rampart Scandal for racial profiling and excessive use of
force has not stopped abusive police practices in this
community and has further been eviscerated through the
removal of racial profiling as a category of police complaint.

Another spurious claim made by Bratton was that the LAPD
“can’t break the law to enforce the law. We can’t beat the hell
out of you because you broke the law to get your conformity.”
Bratton further had the audacity to appeal to the Constitution
and Declaration of Independence as guarantor of individual
rights of citizens, a document he frequently comments should
be suspended to allow effective policing. 

This is precisely what the LAPD employed - ignoring the
Constitution - that led to the “Fitzgerald Injunction.”  Initiated
in 2003, Fitzgerald v. City of Los Angeles established the
unconstitutionality of LAPD practices involved in
prosecuting “quality-of-life” crimes through illegal searches
of community residents after minor infractions such as jay-
walking. 

Bratton later touted the transparency of the police department
as evident through the construction of new police stations made
out of glass. Central Division’s brick bunker in the heart of Skid
Row stands in direct contrast to the false image of openness
promoted by the 450 million dollar new pig pen at 2nd and
Main. Further, Bratton’s earlier comments about excessive
oversight runs in the face of claims to transparency. Of final
concern, Bratton asserted that the police “exist to control
behavior” and that there “has to be a consistency of policing.”
Moreover, Bratton suggested that “we cannot be policing in one
neighborhood of the city, a minority neighborhood or poor
neighborhood, differently than we might in a majority or a rich
neighborhood.” 

Viewed in light of two and a half years of SCI criminalizing
Skid Row, Bratton’s assertion is beyond fraudulent and could
not be further from the truth. No other neighborhood in the city
receives this level of police presence. Rates of cross walk
violations in our neighborhood are 50 times that of the rest of
the city. With nearly 800 arrests and 1,000 citations issued per
month, there is without a doubt vastly different policing
practices in our neighborhood. 

Taken together, Bratton’s remarks can be understood as
reassuring for the white audience while masking the harsh
realities of the LAPD’s practices towards communities such as
our own. Frighteningly, Bratton claims that “2009 is going to be
the best year in the history of the LAPD”. Together, we
collectively need to step up to protest the occupation upon our
neighborhood. 

“Zero tolerance reduces policing to a roving
paramilitary pressure force. It is the law

enforcement equivalent of saturation or carpet
bombing in a military operation. It entails

great human and financial costs, and sweeps
up many innocent victims. Also, experts agree

that a huge budget and concentration
of troops is necessary to reduce crime in a zero

tolerance campaign.”  
--Jones and Wiseman



“Self-Defense” Class

In late 2008 and early 2009 LAPD offered a few workshops for women in the
downtown community.  I attended one at the Downtown Women’s Center,
led by LAPD Officers Deon and Leon Joseph, twin brothers.  The class
purportedly was a presentation of self-defense tactics that women could use
to avoid being assaulted, raped, or kidnapped.  I went out of curiosity and
found it interesting that the premise was that the police were saying they
wanted to protect women from becoming victims.

From the moment I arrived, I had an unpleasant impression of this
presentation that involved the incessant use of vulgar profanity. This verbal
tirade continued until I and other women raised our hands to stop the
abusive language.  The reality faced by most women is that there is more
than enough trash talk that reaches our ears every day of the week, and just
about every hour of every day.  For a police officer to find himself justified
in the use of language, that he knows is fraught with violence, was a
disconcerting affair. 

The style, format, and delivery of the presentation left many participants
with much to be desired. Instead of offering real tools for protection, the
presentation proceeded with an aire of almost comedic entertainment. The
officers also promoted buying a knife and indicated where we could buy the
knives cheap.  

Moreover, the presentation did not address the realities of violence against
women by LAPD or the indifference of LAPD to violence against women.
For example, the 2007 LAPD beating of Faith Hernandez, who was beaten
by LAPD officers because she allegedly held a weapon -- a ball-point pen. At
Faith’s Preliminary Hearing, under cross examination and on the witness
stand, one of the officers that beat her was asked if his actions followed
training protocols.  He responded,  “No, I just wanted to inflict pain.”

The officers also claimed that rape cases are thoroughly investigated by the
LAPD and that it is a myth that rape survivors are re-victimized by police.
This statement was made even though the City Controller had recently
revealed that LAPD had a back-log of over 7,000 rape evidence kits [see full
story in next column].  If officers want to lead serious workshops on
violence against women, these realities must be discussed.  LAPD officers
prioritizing self-defense classes over police work that treat crimes against
women as serious only highlights the ongoing, institutional problems.  

In my opinion, the entire charade was presented to make the police look like
they are “doing something” on behalf of the female population of Skid Row.
However, it was clear that was only a show, a PR campaign, an overt
attempt to create the appearance of doing good by the community.   

We need to open our eyes to the truth about why this police station is in
Skid Row, and how they are a part of the gentrification process. It would not
surprise me that because the residents are gaining insight into their wiles
and doing something about their backhanded tactics, that they need to try to
regain some kind of trust from some people in the community. We need not
let our guard down!!

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONTTHHEE May  - June 2009
5

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Every Wednesday Night  
at 6:00 pm.

530 S. Main St.
for more info call:213-228-0024

Over 7,000 Rapists 
Go Free 

by Ms. Jamie Romano

In October 2008, Los Angeles City Controller Laura
Chick released an audit exposing the inexcusable
outrage that over 7,000 rape evidence kits had not
been analyzed by LAPD. The number of untested
kits as of September 2008 was 7,038. Approximately
250 of those kits were no longer eligible for testing,
as they were older than the 10 year statute of
limitations imposed on sexual assault crimes.
Imagine, there are rape evidence kits that have been
sitting on shelves – not having been analyzed – for
over ten years. California Penal Code Section 803
states that the statute of limitations will be
eliminated if DNA evidence from a sexual assault is
analyzed within two years

In response to the audit, Police Chief Bratton
claimed the backlog reached this point due to a lack
of resources – both the required number of trained
lab personnel and a lack of funding. However,
Controller Chick’s audit indicates that funding was
indeed available, but because of “lax oversight,”
slow expenditure, and poor financial accounting
funding was lost. Chick’s report states that from
fiscal years 2004-2007, the City received grants,
specifically to fund the clearing up of DNA
evidence back logs, in the amount of $3,945,820. For
fiscal year 2008, federal grant funding was reduced
by $489,570 ($934,430 in grant funding was
available.) Her report also made clear that the
backlog was revealed in 2002 and at that time, the
backlog consisted of between 1,800 and 2,500
untested kits.

The issue of untested DNA evidence is not confined
to Los Angeles (it is important to note that this
included DNA evidence collected for various types
of crime.) The issue has been national in scope and
drew the attention of the federal government.  In
2004, President Bush signed the Consolidation
Appropriations Act, which allocated $100 million to
the Department of Justice, to be dispensed to cities
throughout the nation where backlogs of untested
DNA evidence existed.

It also should be noted that in the late 1990s, the
City of New York had a backlog of 17, 000 rape
evidence kits. This backlog was completely cleared
in a period of three years. Here in Los Angeles, we
are yet to see such swift and decisive action. 

L.A.’s backlog points to an acute problem with
LAPD’s narrow vision and approach in dealing
with public safety issues. That approach, a model
coined “zero tolerance policing,” focuses on
curtailing small petty crimes in the hopes that it
stops major crimes from happening. This has led to
the continued insistence on hiring more officers but
less attentioned paid to the crucial scientific support
needed to catch serious criminals. 

BACKLOG CONTINUED ON PAGE #6



When Variety Comes to 
Skid Row
Culture, talent and creativity is oftentimes not associated with downtown
Central City East / Skid Row residents. The reality, however, is that it exists
in abundance . It has always been here for our enjoyment and engagement.
But more importantly we did not need a journalist to come and discover it. 

For the past three years the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition has produced
and performed Eve Ensler’s Vagina Monologues. Those performances were so
riveting that Variety Magazine felt the need to highlight the effort in their February
17, 2006 edition. The fact that seven-out-of-ten women in our community are
survivors of violence made the Monologues an especially relevant tool to teach and empower.

In February 2009 residents wanted to try something different. Instead of performing the Vagina Monologues for the
fourth year running, residents wanted to try their hand in creating their own production. After going back and forth
on a variety of ideas, the planning team settled on producing a variety show that gave its audience a 1970s flavor. 

The 2-day performance went off without a hitch! Performers were given the opportunity to produce whatever piece
utilizing whatever medium they wanted. The performance was an assortment of monologues, uplifting songs, poetry,
and expressions of liberation. On that evening variety was certainly the spice of life.

Since Human Rights Watch released their report entitled, "Testing Justice: The Rape Kit Backlog in Los Angeles City and County,"
City Council members have been jockeying for something that resembles higher-ground.

Recently, representatives of the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition and the Hollywood chapter of the National Organization for
Women met with  Sue Stengel, staffer for Councilmember Jack Weiss, Chair of the Public Safety Committee.   Ms. Stengel  was
welcoming and receptive to our concerns, demands, and support.   Stengel informed us that in 2007, Weiss put forth a plan to
completely eliminate the back log, a plan that was “supported” by both Chief Bratton and Mayor Villaraigosa.  Stengel also went on
to say that Councilmember Weiss had been addressing the issue of backlogs for the past seven years and during that time they saw
very little progress in clearing the backlog.  She attributed this reality to: 1) on the lack of funding and resources; and 2) the lack of
support and action by the City Council.

Stengel was very informative and answered our questions very openly.  In addition she laid out the process used by LAPD when
collecting rape kit evidence.

Some of the information she provided members of our delegation was alarming and more an outrage than the backlog itself. For
example, she explained that historically when a rape evidence kit was collected it was up to the responding LAPD Detective to
determine whether the kit should be analyzed. This determination was based solely on the detective’s opinion as to the potential for
successful apprehension and prosecution of the perpetrator.  Information utilized  in making the decision included the strength of

the physical evidence; facts of the assault itself; and, the
“credibility” of the victim. In the event that a police detective made
the determination that a case was unlikely to successfully proceed,
the kit was not tested at all. 

Thankfully in 2006 the LAPD revised its antiquated policy instead
opting to test all rape evidence kits, whether or not requested by
the assigned detective. However, even under this new policy, the
backlog continued to grow; kits have not been analyzed; and the
fact that the lead detective was removed from the equation did not
change the outcome -- victims were still not treated as a priority.

Perpetrators of crimes against women remain free to prey upon yet
more victims. With 800 police officers added to LAPD in the last
four years – and the funding required to do that – are we any safer?
With the $6 million dollars a year used to fund the Safer City
Initiative, which focuses on harsh enforcement of minor crime, how
much funding could have been put toward getting rapists off the
streets and bringing justice to victims? Rape is a crime most often
committed against women. On its face, the years-long lack of action
on this issue by both the City Council and LAPD suggests a

tolerance for violence against women, as it also sends a message to perpetrators that in Los Angeles, they are free to rape women
with impunity.
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Demands put forth by DWAC for
the complete resolution of the 
back-log includes:

1. Full funding to completely resolve the back log and
preventing future back logs.

2. Addition of required lab personnel and equipment to clear
the back log in a timely fashion by re-prioritizing resources,
not through an overall budget increase.

3. Accountability of LAPD detectives for keeping victims
informed of the status of their evidence kits.

4. Formation and inclusion of an Oversight Committee to
ensure accountability in clearing the back log. This committee
shall be comprised of private citizens and Community-Based
Organizations external to the LAPD, the City Council, and the
District Attorney’s Office. 

BACKLOG CONTINUED FROM PAGE #5
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SAVE THE DATE June 5, 2009 *****For More Information Contact LA CAN

Word Up!
The word of the month is

Genocide...
G-E-N-O-C-I-D-E

There is much confusion with the concept of genocide. The
first thought that usually comes to mind is Nazi Germany’s
hateful attempt to exterminate Jewish men, women and
children. We also, almost instinctively, associate the term with
atrocious acts of violence as seen in Darfur and other remote
places. Genocide, as a concept, is oftentimes solely associated
with torture, bloodshed and death. And while certainly those
aforementioned brutal acts are part and parcel of genocidal
activities, they are not the complete picture.

Americans [US] have been led to believe that genocide does
not happen in the good old US of A. Our government has
taken bold stances against treaties and conventions, that if
signed, would hold us accountable for clear cut human rights
atrocities. Be that as it may there are sterling examples of the
United States genocidal history and present day abuses.  The
forced removal and persecution of Native Americans leaves a
stain on America’s attempt to appear “holier than thou” to the
rest of the International community. The Peculiar Institution,
better known as slavery, is definitely the benchmark of
genocide in this country.  However, genocide in its various
forms continues today, unbridled. 

Genocide means the destruction, entirely or in part, of any
racial, ethnic, national, religious, cultural, linguistic, political,
economic, gender or other human group.  However such group
may be defined by the perpetrator. Historically genocide has
taken three primary forms, usually, but not always,
functioning in combination with one another.

Physical Genocide: Killing members of a targeted group
either directly, by indirect means, or some combination.
Examples of indirect means include slave labor conditions
imposed upon a target group; denial of fundamental medical
attention; and forms of systematic economic deprivation
leading to starvation and other deteriorations in the physical
well-being of group members.

Biological Genocide: Prevention of births within a target
group(s), either directly, indirectly or both. Examples of direct
means include involuntary sterilization or abortion measures
upon a targeted group. Indirect examples include the
imposition of degrading physical and/or psychological
conditions leading to marked declines in birthrates,
heightened rates of infant mortality, and the like. 

Cultural Genocide: The destruction of the specific character
of the targeted group(s) through destruction or expropriation
of its means of economic perpetuation: prohibition or
curtailment of its language; suppression of its religious, social,
or political practices...; forced dislocation, expulsion or
dispersal of is members; forced transfer or removal of its
children, or any other means. 
- Definitions by Ward Churchill

“SOLOIST” SHOWS HOLLYWOOD’S
NEGATIVE VIEWS OF POOR AND

HOMELESS PEOPLE
By David Wagner

Because the new movie “The Soloist” was filmed in part
in Los Angeles’ Skid Row/Central City East, and used
a number of extras from the area in the film, there was
more than the usual anticipation for the opening of a
Hollywood flick. Unfortunately, any resemblance to the
reality of Skid Row and its residents is lacking.

It is quite a bit through the movie before there are any
camera shots of Skid Row at all. Then camera panning
near dusk, a crowd of people with vacant looks on
their faces and threatening gestures crowd the
character of Steve Lopez (played by Robert Downey Jr)
as he drives to find Nathaniel Ayers (played by Jamie
Foxx). In this and several others scenes in the film, the
movie presents Skid Row residents a bit like the
Zombie-like creatures in the famous horror movie “The
Night of the Living Dead.”

Now, no one says that poverty or homelessness is
going to be pretty. But why exaggerate so much? Why
make these poor people, overwhelmingly African-
American, so threatening and appear so devoid of
reason and feeling? Unfortunately the question
answers itself: classism and racism abound in this
flick.

I myself am a white college professor, and have spent
much time with homeless and poor people in several
East Coast cities, as well as have walked through Los
Angeles’ Skid Row many times. I have rarely felt
threatened anywhere by homeless people (who are
more threatened by others) and rarely witnessed a lack
of reason and judgment as the movie portrays. The film
I think is assuaging the guilt that some movie goers
may have, those who paid their ten dollars, and
coming into the movie maybe thinking they should do
something about poverty. Now they can sit back, finish
their popcorn, and happily go home.

Of course, the entire story is one that is greatly
appealing to many middle class audiences. Here is this
talented professional (Lopez) who is good enough to
find from the mass of nameless and expressionless
people, a talented musician (Ayers). He tries like
anything to help him, and is often rebuffed by the
troubled Ayers. Yes, this story happened, and the
characters and friendship of Lopez-Ayers is an
interesting one. However, it should not take a Julliard
music student to attract attention to homeless or poor
people, and it should not only be a superbly talented
musician who is deserving of help. It is sort of a
Cinderella story- of the one person finding the one poor
person who is worthy- and while this is reassuring to
many people I suppose, it does nothing positive about
the many more thousands of people who are suffering.
The truth is there are so many worthy people with
many talents and skills out here in Skid Row and in
other neighborhoods, and they too need their real
stories told, not stereotypes.



Playing The Name Game With Family
Homelessness
by Western Regional Advocacy Project

As we have all seen on our streets and in the media,
family homelessness over the past three years is
skyrocketing. The foreclosure crisis has escalated the
numbers even more.

In the face of these growing numbers of families losing
their homes, of having to split up for survival’s sake and
even some children ending up in the hellhole of the Foster
Care System, what is our federal government doing?
Unbelievably, what they seem intent on doing is enacting
draconian obstacles on a system-wide basis to put in front
of families trying desperately to find a roof over their
heads.

On April 2, 2009 the House (HR 1877) and the Senate (S
808) both reintroduced legislation entitled Homeless
Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing
(HEARTH) Act of 2009.  If this bill becomes law, as many
people fear, thousands of destitute and poor families will
fail to “qualify” for services funded with federal homeless
assistance dollars because they will be deemed to be not
homeless enough.

Families who have had to double and triple up with other
people or who are living in hotels/motels will be forced to
show “credible” evidence to authorities to prove that they
are indeed  completely, unequivocally, technically, totally
homeless. 

If  asked to leave a doubled or tripled household,  their
“host” will need to must verify that they cannot return.
New York City sends inspectors.   If they are staying in a
motel room, they are not considered homeless enough
until their total household savings are less than 14 days
worth of hotel or motel fees.  It is only at this point that a
family can qualify to get onto the often months-long
waiting lists for emergency homeless assistance.

Particularly significant for families and children is that
both these bills prohibit HUD homeless counts from
requiring communities to include these families.   Every
two years HUD mandates local communities to count their
number of homeless people.  If a family has not managed
to secure a shelter bed and therefore is living in tenuous
doubled-up and motel situations, it quite literally does not
count!

The consequences for homeless children and youth in
these situations are particularly ominous.  In 2006, the
Department of Education reported 688,174 homeless
children in our schools and this year that number is
expected to rise 15 to 20%.   The educational and social
barriers they face are great.  It is a “story” getting lots of
air time but little serious consideration by policy makers.  

Evidence:  These same bills passed the House and the
Senate last year with strong Bush White House support,
but failed to come out of Conference Committee.  Now
they have been reintroduced.  If they pass as written and
communities are prohibited from including many of these
school children in the HUD definition of homelessness,
they will also create additional barriers to referrals for
services and other critical inter-agency collaboration.  So
where is the change we all voted for?  New President. New
Congress. Same old bill.

These bills promote a cruel and vicious cycle. Once
families lose their homes, they scramble for any place to
stay. If they stay in the streets, left with only tents to call 

home, they risk being
categorized as “unfit parents” and losing their children to
public agencies.  But families will do everything humanly
possible not to have that happen. And so they will stay
with other people in unstable situations, or in motels.
Ironically, that decision to keep and protect their children
can then render them ineligible for much-needed
homeless assistance.

Family homelessness, as with the mortgage crisis today, is
deeply rooted in federal government decisions.  From 1978
to 2006, the Budget Authority of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development fell from $83 billion to
$29 billion in 2004 constant dollars.  Meanwhile in that
same time period, federal expenditures on mortgage
interest deductions grew from $40 billion to $122 billion.
Direct entitlement programs aimed at housing poor people
were replaced with a mortgage interest tax deduction
program aimed at promoting home ownership.   But now
that mortgages are collapsing and homes are being
foreclosed, families that were homeowners are becoming
poor people. 

It should have been clear all along that Reaganomics and
deregulation since 1983 would have a negative effect down
the road. Homelessness is the end of that road. 

The Bush Doctrine still rules in Washington DC.   Given
the narrow and arbitrary definition of  homelessness,  the
bills introduced in the House and Senate are again
designed to exclude many homeless families with children
from Homeless Assistance Services.   If they pass, many
will be forced into the desperate situation of actually
sleeping in our streets before our government will “allow”
us to assist them.

The federal government along with unregulated banks
created the crisis and banks are being bailed out.
Families end up living in crisis and get cut out of
emergency assistance.

NOTE: S. 808 passed on May 6, 2009 without correcting the
problems with the definition.  Find out how to make your voice
heard as the House and Senate reconcile their bills.
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GETTING INVOLVED

While the official complaint was filed inside the
Federal Building, LA CAN members outside spoke
about their demands. 

Skid Row resident and war veteran, Carl Sable
explained the situation. “Skid Row is under siege. No,
not by the drug dealers or gang members…..but by
the very people who are sworn to protect and serve
the public, the Los Angeles Police Department.”

Sable’s comments are insightful. According to a 2008
UCLA report, the Safer Cities Initiative (SCI)
represents one of the most intense concentrations of
police resources anywhere, anytime. The report also
concludes that SCI has saturated Skid Row with
highest sustained concentration of police officers
anywhere in the world outside of Baghdad.

In two years, SCI resulted in over 24,000 minor
citations for people in the area- close to 50 times the
rate of citations in city-wide. An outstanding warrant,
unpaid citation, or often, the whim of an officer, has
resulted in over 19,000 arrests in that same two
years. 

Skid Row resident and LACAN member Michelle
explains, “The police do not have the right to mete out
justice in this country. This is not a police state. They
are not the paramilitary. We are not living under
martial law. They are terrorizing us when they
supposed to be peace officers!”

“Obama, Holder Pay Attention
We need your intervention!”

The crowd appealed specifically to President Obama
and to his new Attorney General, Eric Holder.  

Said Pete White of LACAN, “We have a new
administration that says ‘Yes We Can.’ We are here
today to say ‘Show Us That You Can’.”

The new administration has nothing but opportunities
to show that it can stop the violence and terror of
racial poverty in the US. Obama’s new Attorney
General may be well-positioned to take charge on
these issues. His past work in the Department of
Justice has focused on reversing racial discrimination
and police misconduct. Now, as the country’s chief
law enforcement officer, Holder has provocatively
charged that the country is a ‘nation of cowards’
unwilling to deal with race. The Skid Row community
has taken note. 

White continued, “Finally we have an attorney general
that says he understands the intersection of race,
poverty, and the criminal justice system. And we are
calling on him to move beyond words -to move into a
sincere space of direct action that begins to reverse
our shameful hypocrisy.” 

While the Department of Justice considers the
charges against the LAPD, the Skid Row community
continues to demand justice. As Vietnam veteran and
Skid Row resident, Veronica Doleman summed it up:
“But we are not afraid! Do you hear me? We are not
afraid! We will continue to raise our voices and we
expect the new administration to respond.” 

COMPLAINT FROM  PAGE #1

LA CAN Has Moved, but
We’re Still on Main Street!

LA CAN has moved to 530 S. Main Street and is settling in
our new location quite nicely. The reason for our move has
conjured speculation and rumors  of course, so it is
important to set the record straight. 

LA CAN has long been a watchdog against rapid
displacement and gentrification and have organized to
prevent it.  We have proactively fought to ensure residents in
our community are protected against illegal evictions,
schemes to deny residency, and have the right to return in
the event their residency undergoes a change of usage or
major renovation.  We have also been successful in
preserving the baseline number of affordable units in
downtown Los Angeles through a legal settlement
agreement with the CRA/LA.

To achieve our goals and to ensure the CRA/LA meets its
obligations to low-income downtown residents, LA CAN has
aggressively advocated for the need for additional units on
and around Main Street.  A project emerged at the Genesis
Hotel that had been in exploratory mode for some time. The
available parking lot next door plus the need for additional
low-income housing units created an opportunity to advance
the New Genesis Project.  This project was promoted by LA
CAN organizing and legal efforts and it is why we moved.
We were more than happy to move for  this reason - to add
more affordable housing in our community.

LA CAN worked hard to keep our community presence on
Main Street.  We have always viewed Main Street as an
important part of the Skid Row community and it has
become a kind of dividing line between the new and old
downtown.  After we secured our new space, our new
landlord and new neighbors heard a variety of lies and
rumors from the business community and others in an
attempt to prevent us from occupying the new space.  We
believe it’s important to talk about these covert efforts
because it is important to point out the lengths that the
gentry will go to get their way.  

Yet, we remain in the heart of our community and our doors
are open!  Most members have been here already for
meetings and other work - if you haven’t, it’s definitely time!
As always, we will fight for the rights of the original
downtown residents to occupy the space of their choice.  

Check out LA CAN’s new blog at
cangress.wordpress.com

for late breaking community news.



THE LAND
by Michelle Autry 

This land  is  your land ...  This  land  is my land ... 

Is it  the land that  is  bound to  the  man or the man who is

bound to the land?

I ask this because  America is the land of the Klu Klux Klan, 

'cause I get down with  LACAN, 

because that I can! AND!

I have been banned as  I speak the truth

But ... they comin’'...

They say  the land is  theirs  and  they  want it for their use!

Here they come! They come even now!

I  can  even  see some of  their faces in this here crowd!

Forever  walking  their  little  dogs  ...  But the land ... do they

have to hog  it  all...

They  come  takin'  that  which  is  not  theirs  ...

The Land ... they do not want to share

They come taking  ...  the treaties they be breaking

I feel like I 'm in  The Congo  or  Mexico ... like the  Native  Americans

They are demons from some god damned ark; they come in

packs not just two by two or in pairs

They are devils full  of greed and their love for money  is the lust

upon  and  from which they feed

They have no care or concern about our rights or our needs

Who are they ... well  ...  they be the  gentry

They say, you are dirty, your are stinky, you  look  ugly,   skinny,

we don't want to look at you.

We  will  pay kickbacks and we will raise  your  rent ... We want

someone else ... who ...  has a  little dog on a leash. Just like us.

Yea!  The side that we like!

All of you other bad ones can go to hell, just hide or die!

This  is  for  us!  That is just what they say!

They don't give a fuck; just what man or woman, night or day,

disabled, senior, vet with no legs ... no feet ...no food to eat; is

out in the street as long as they get their greed on!  Then cover

it up real neat!

This  is ours!   We  want  it for us!    It  is  the best!

As  long as we get what we want fuck second's.   No less!

These days there is no middle class  there  are  the rich and the rest!

Though they call themselves good; while some have no heat

and nothing to eat all because of their greed, I just don't know

how they could!

Well, they say that  they are good and that  we are bad  and

that we've had the same opportunities that  they have had!

Well  that's  not true...

When Gilmore and Amerland pay them off we're through!

Police harass  beat down and kill people down in the street, for

their thrill  each  and  every day

Only the News Paper don't  say  it  because they are told  that

they want to be there ... all dirty bad  trash nasty  as sin;   we

don't  have to care about them.

The say that they' re  all  crackheads, crazy,  

thieves and prostitutes

Kick them  out!  Just get rid of them!    We will pay you!

We  want  YOUR rooms ... so  we can convert them into OUR lofts

We don't care how many  suffer or how many lives are lost 

They are blocking ... They must go ... no mater what the cost!

They intimidate because of hate!

BIDS,  Police all paid

SCI covers up the lies just to justify the homicides, for the lives

that they take each and everyday on  Skidrow, 

San Julian and San Pedro.

Old people,  vets, disabled some ain't  got  no  water,  no heat 

Won't  take their rent or give them receipts

They're  just   told  to  go!

Out into  the streets where  the po po can kill them covering up

the sin ; uniformed men  can and will kill for the thirst and the

fun of blood that will run... Hungry  for  the  hunt of our flesh. the

minds they molest,   fail to feel our hearts, our pain... they crave

our souls to steal. They will not yield 

Parks, Wesson, Perry is it just about the money?  Apparently

How can they live with themselves?

If it was up to me  their souls I would damn to hell

Unless thier minds  they agree to change  and allow us to

remain affordable rent dealing wit  imminent domain.

Well   I will stand right where I am!

And I vow to reclaim the Land!

For I am bound to it and it  is bound to me

Oh No!  Don't own it!  N one  can  but  The Lord God Almighty

Yes, I speak for a greater humanity, with no voice cause they

ain't got enough money  to make those in authority recognize &

respect  their  choice

The Last  will be first

The first will be the last!

Justice is  what  we  want  fairness is what we ask

WE were here first!

WE  were here first!

Equality!
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“What’s right isn’t
always popular,
and what’s popular
isn’t always right.”



Remembering
Wally Marks
In life there are people that you walk
by everyday and not understand the
impacts they have on the world. They
are often soft spoken and
unassuming but solid in their
convictions.  Wally Marks was just that type of person.
He passed away in April.  

Wally was a friend of many social justice communities
worldwide. His many battles included seeking a peaceful
and just resolution in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict;
pushing for “Clean Money” elections so that special
interests could no longer use their money to buy
politicians; and supporting LA CAN.

Wally first heard of the LA CAN efforts to organize poor
and homeless residents when he was on the Liberty Hill
Foundation Board of Directors. Unlike many who
believed that our community could not be organized,
Wally saw the potential and was energized by it. For
year’s he would make the trip downtown armed with his
briefcase full of newspaper clippings, a pair of white New
Balance sneakers, and a mind full of questions. Wally
came to learn, share, and build. Wally accomplished all
of those things. 

LA CAN will miss you dear friend, but we will never
forget you. 

“KK” 
by Karen Gilbert

I met Kevin “KK” Cohen
while I was working on the
movie “The Soloist”.    My
part of the film was doing a
scene that showed Los
Angeles through Nathaniel’s
eyes with his music.

I worked closely with the
Second Unit Director
Thomas Napper. Thomas let
me know that when the film
wrapped he was going to
make a documentary about
Los Angeles Skid Row.  He asked me to be the liaison
between the movie “The Soloist” and the documentary.  

We began our journey walking San Julian, going to
Lamp, Midnight Mission, Weingart Center, The
Downtown Women’s Center….  For three weeks Thomas,
KK and I walked around Skid Row.  I began to make
friends with people and I was taken aback by the
“community” and their love for each other and their little
piece of Los Angeles.   I was also taken by
this wonderful man named “KK” who seemed to be
adored and respected by everyone. 

Our friendship blossomed and I began to help him
towards the goal of getting his passport so he could
travel to London to see Joe Wright and Thomas Napper,
his Directors. It was his dream.

The Saturday before he was killed we got together, we
were excited about the movie opening. I had printed out
the credits from “The Soloist” I remember him touching
each name with his fingers, his eyes bright with pride.
We drove around downtown.  I remember him saying
how beautiful he thought it was, his town, his home.

Sadly, for me and all his friends, Los Angeles will never
shine as brightly again.  
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REST IN PEACE OUR SISTER SOLDIERS
by Linda Valverde

I wanted to begin this article on a different note. I know
that the world around us is falling apart, but there is a
certain responsibility that we have to obtain in the
struggle, and that responsibility is in OUR hands. Faith,
courage, devotion, intelligence, insight; these are just some
of the qualities we found in the women I am about to
describe. If you think women are weak, think again. There
are many great women in history who have made a
difference in the fight for justice. However the
achievements of women today have not gone unnoticed,
especially our members of LA CAN.

I have lived and worked in Skid Row for six years. Five of
those six years I have been a member of the Los Angeles
Community Action Network. I have met some wonderful
women in this community who have distinguished
themselves in the face of profound adversity. Women like
Peggy Cummings, Angel Harvey, Donna Malone, Josephine
Ippolito and Regina Mosley. Women who despite their
disabilities or challenges dedicated themselves to become
leaders in their organizational skills and selfless dedication
to advocating for justice in our community. Although the
women are nonly with us in spirit we will always keep
their memories alive.

Angel who would whiz in on her wheel chair into our office
almost on a daily basis to pick up flyers to distribute to
tenants at the Frontier Hotel, which by the way has 13
floors. Tenants were being displaced from their homes
illegally by a slum landlord and Angel would educate
tenants of their rights and outreach for tenants to attend
our free legal clinic. Angel always had a warm smile for
you. 

Peggy who with bad hips and could barely walk 30 steps
and would have to stop and rest, never complaining,
suited up and showed up. Peggy was the eldest of our
Community Watch Program but this did not stop her. Our
community watch is a team of four who goes out on a
daily basis walking the community for about two hours a
day to document human rights in our community. Peggy
was also a great asset to our Community Food Assessment
Project working along with other members to create a
Farmers Market and educating our community residents
regarding nutritional food values.

Donna also would whiz on her wheel chair and Donna was
an active supporter, attending meetings and events,
marches and rallies. Donna was very involved in speaking
out at the Police Commission on issues of police brutality
and racial profiling. Donna was also a great poet.

Josephine was a long time member and attended
meetings regularly and volunteered for many of our events
and was very involved in activities and educational
workshops at the Downtown Women’s Center. Josephine
was a quiet woman but always had a smile for you.

Regina walked with a walker and was faithful and
dedicated to attending our monthly meetings where we
discuss issues such as tenant rights issues and civil rights
issues against our community. Regina never complained
about the distance, we just walked a little slower with her.
Regina never had an unpleasant word to say and her smile
was contagious.

Our Sister Soldiers have left us for eternity over the past
couple of years. Perhaps the most important thing about
facing societal challenges such as homelessness, poverty,
disability or others, is that it forms you, it guides you and
instructs you, it helps you and sometimes it humiliates
you, all these things at once, but you are always aware of
the force and power of it. As I continue this work at LA
CAN, I too am making my own personal mark on the role
of a woman in the struggle which is freedom, justice and
truth.

Kevin P. Cohen 
Mar. 05, 1960 Sunrise
April. 12, 2009 Sunset 
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The Los Angeles Community Action Network is a membership organization comprised of

low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents in the Central City East community
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