Community

March - April 2010

The Voice, The Pulse, Of Our Village

Organizations across Los Angeles
converge on City Hall to demand that
L.A. acknowledges and enforces our
See Full Story on Page 7

Human Rights

COVER PHOTOS BY: NICHOLAS DAHMANN

Suggested Minimum Donation: One Dollar ($1)

The Voice, The Pulse, Of Our Village

community

CONNECTION / MAR - APR 2010

It makes sense to be counted in this year’s Census. After we are counted we
have to hold those responsible for distributing resources accountable. Many
people in our community - homeless and housed - have not received census
forms. These locations are all places where you can go to “Be Counted”:
Skid Row Development Corporation
(STRIVE Program)

Los Angeles Mission

Midnight Mission

Address:
505 South San Pedro Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Wednesday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Friday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Wednesday;Friday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM

Address:
303 E 5th St
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 8:00AM - 11:00AM
Tuesday: 8:00AM - 11:00AM
Wednesday: 8:00AM - 11:00AM
Thursday: 8:00AM - 11:00AM
Friday: 8:00AM - 11:00AM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday:
8:00AM - 11:00AM

Address:
601 S San Pedro St
Los Angeles, CA 90014
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Wednesday: 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Thursday: 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Friday: 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Saturday: 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Sunday: 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Wednesday;Thursday;Friday;Saturday;Sunday:
1:00PM - 4:00PM

Urban Connection

SKID ROW HOUSING TRUST

Far East Building

Address:
409 E. 6th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90014
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Tuesday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Wednesday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Thursday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Friday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday:
11:00AM - 2:00PM

Address:
238 E. 6th St.
Los Angeles, CA 90021
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Tuesday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Wednesday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Thursday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Friday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday:
10:00AM - 1:00PM

Address:
353 E. First Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Tuesday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Wednesday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Thursday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Friday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Japanese;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday:
12:00PM - 3:30PM

The Alexandria Hotel

Central City East Association (CCEA) California State Assembly, 46th District

Address:
501 South Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Tuesday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Wednesday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Thursday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Friday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Saturday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday;Saturday:
11:00AM - 2:00PM

Address:
1215 E. 7th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90021
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Tuesday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Wednesday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Thursday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Friday: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday:
10:00AM - 1:00PM

Address:
320 West 4th Street Room 1050
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Type of Office:
Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Tuesday: 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Wednesday: 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Thursday: 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Friday: 9:00AM - 5:00PM

LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY

La Placita - Los Angeles

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels

Address:
630 W 5th St
Los Angeles, CA 90071
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Wednesday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Thursday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Friday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Saturday: 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Sunday: 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Wednesday;Thursday;Friday;Saturday;Sunday:
12:00PM - 3:00PM

Address:
535 North Main St
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: Tuesday: Wednesday: Thursday: Friday: Saturday: Sunday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday;Friday:
10:00AM - 1:00PM

Address:
555 W. Temple ST.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Type of Office:
Questionnaire Assistance Center, Be Counted Site
Our Hours of Operation:
Monday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Tuesday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Wednesday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Thursday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Friday: 11:00AM - 2:00PM
Sunday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Languages We Speak:
English;Spanish
Hours:
Monday;Tuesday;Wednesday;Thursday: 11:00PM 2:00PM
English;Spanish
Hours:
Sunday: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
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DID SOCIAL SECURITY STOP YOUR
BENEFITS OR DENY YOUR APPLICATION
BECAUSE YOU HAD AN ARREST WARRANT?

“Don’t forget to walk,
dance or jump your way
to better health!”
Yoga, Dance, and
Herb Gardens
Coming SOON to
LA CAN!

GOOD NEWS!
YOU MAY BE ABLE TO GET BENEFITS AGAIN, INCLUDING
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN BACK BENEFITS.
A new lawsuit settlement says:
x Social Security can no longer deny or stop benefits because of most outstanding arrest
warrants.

WRITTEN BY: LINDA VALVERDE
Do you want to improve your health? Do
you want more energy to get you through
the day? And, do you want to reduce your
risk of serious problems like obesity, type 2
diabetes, heart disease, stroke, and certain
types of cancer? If you answered “yes” to
any of these questions, get ready to
exercise! Join us for the Health Challenge.
Why is it good to be physically active? It
makes you look and feel great, gives you
more energy, lowers stress and helps you
relax. The Los Angeles Community Action
Network (LA CAN) will be soon presenting
FREE classes: Hip Hop Dance and Exercise,
Yoga, and Weight Training. Each one of
these forms of exercises combines a mix of
flexibility and strengthening activities.
Although most of us have limited resources,
there are still many ways to be physically
active every day. Choose a mix of activities,
such as jogging, riding a bicycle or walking. Adults should do at least 30 minutes
of physical activity every day. Set realistic
goals and partner with a friend or family
member to do physical activity together.
What better way to begin spring?
Participating in the Health Challenge is not
just about shedding those extra pounds –
but also to recognize physical activity as an
important part of a healthy, active
lifestyle in reducing the risk of certain
chronic diseases. It’s also about all of us
coming together and looking out for each
other as we work to take more control of
our lives.
It’s about taking the time to reach out and
lock hands as we join forces to fight the
very real risk of being overweight. Our first
sessions will begin in May, dates and time
will be announced. Stop in to LA CAN to
find out more.
If you want to get involved RIGHT NOW
please join us for the LA CAN Walk-a-Thon
every Monday afternoon with other
community residents. Meet at LA CAN, 530
S. Main Street, at 5:00 PM on Mondays.
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x Social Security must stop collecting overpayments based on most outstanding warrants.
x Social Security must pay back all the benefits that it didn’t pay and that it collected as
overpayments.
Over 200,000 people can be helped by this lawsuit!
The lawsuit is called Martinez v. Astrue.
These are the benefits you can get back: Social Security Disability and Retirement benefits &
SSI (Supplement Security Income).
BUT WAIT! This lawsuit settlement will not help you if:
x You have an outstanding warrant for violating your probation or parole.
x You have an outstanding warrant for flight and/or escape (this is very rare).

Here’s How to Get Social Security to Pay $ Benefits $ it Owes You!

MAKE SURE SOCIAL SECURITY HAS YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS!

x

Social Security will send letters to people who are affected by the lawsuit. People who
receive Social Security (not SSI) can update their address online at
www.socialsecurity.gov/changeofaddress. People who receive SSI should visit their
Social Security office and ask them to put your name, address, Social Security Number
and phone number on the “Martinez” list.
x To learn more about the Martinez settlement and how it affects you, please visit
www.nsclc.org/areas/social-security-ssi/Martinez-Settlement or contact Legal Aid
Foundation of Los Angeles at (800) 399-4529.

attention
LA CAN Citation Defense Program Participants:

If you have any unresolved ticket(s) in the LA CAN Citation
Defense Program -- we need you to come in and update your
information! The courts are requesting additional information for
many tickets currently in our program.
It is IMPORTANT that you come to LA CAN, 530 S. Main Street
as soon as possible to ensure your best possible outcome.
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HOTEL WATCH

Ensuring that we have the information and
power to keep our homes and community intact

Rent Stabilization Ordinance

The City is currently in the process
of reviewing the Los Angeles Rent
Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) which
impacts thousands of people in the skid row
community. A 2008 study commissioned
by the City found that parity between
landlords and tenants was out of balance
– that landlords were generally doing well
and tenants were not. In response, LA CAN
worked with our LA Housing Preservation
Alliance partners to create demands to
improve the lives of tenants.
Among other demands, we are calling for
an end to the 3 percent minimum rent
increase, as well as the additional 2 percent
rent increase allowed when landlords pay
for gas and electricity. This would bring
much needed relief to tenants in the current
economic crisis. LA CAN members have
been giving public comment on these issues
for months, but the process was stalled
when a landlord panel to discuss these
issues was cancelled numerous times. As of
the most recent update by Councilmember
Wesson’s office, this panel will go forward
on April 21, 2010 at 8:30 AM.
In the meantime, Councilmember Alarcon is
scheduled to introduce a motion for a oneyear moratorium on rent increases in RSO
buildings until full reforms can be put in
place. Stay tuned for more information on
this crucial policy!

CONNECTION / MAR - APR 2010

“Black Man”
I see you Black Man on the street thinkin’ deep
thoughts hangin’ tough. I see you on the bus lookin’
like the royal King you are. Your silhouette reminds
me of how great you are. The way you walk. The way
you talk makes me sit up straight and take attention
to you. I love you so but it hurts for me not to see you
in your place.
Your place of leadership. Your place of dominion. You
were meant to reign, to rule. It is in your very veins.
O black man I know who you are. I know what you
are. You are holdin’ on. Me too. You are the black man.
The one and only. I applaud you. I look up to you for
I see the great things that are inside of you. I’m so
proud to know you.
Things are gonna get better in 2010. You just be
ready. Remember what they say about preparation
and opportunity equals success. Everything you
attempt turns to gold, you got the midas touch.
So be the King you are.
By Pam Walls 3/4/2010

Rosslyn Hotel

At the time of printing, it is very likely that
the Rosslyn Hotel is going to sold to SRO
Housing Corporation. Regardless of any
sale, there are multiple laws and policies
that require maintaining the building as
affordable to current tenants at current
rents. Tenants also put forward numerous
recommendations to SRO Housing so
that the building can be maintained and
improved in partnership with current
tenants. If you have any questions about
your tenant rights or how to get involved
with the tenant committee, come to LA CAN
at 530 S. Main Street.

Alexandria Hotel

A big step forward was taken in creating a
line of communication between long-term
Alexandria Hotel tenants and management.
A tenant meeting was held in March with
Alexandria management, who answered
many questions from tenants. Additionally,
commitments around some of the most
pressing tenant issue were made. Moving
forward, tenants will be meeting quarterly
with management to discuss and resolve
issues at the Alexandria.

Housing Committee

If you’re tired of not knowing about your
tenant rights and want to do something
about it, or need more information about
things in this article, come and join LA
CAN’s housing committee. We meet every
Monday at 11:00 AM.
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Los Angeles People’s Declaration
on the Human Right to Housing
Whereas, the United States is the world’s wealthiest nation and largest economy;
Whereas, the United States continues to bail-out banks and subsidize corporations while many
Americans struggle to survive;
Whereas, the United States commits excessive resources to military activities at home and abroad,
while failing to launch a comprehensive or effective war against poverty;
Whereas, the City of Los Angeles is the second most populous city in the U.S, with the
third largest urban economy in the world;
Whereas, Los Angeles is the homeless capital of the nation, suffers from an acute affordable housing
crisis, and reflects a huge divide between living standards for wealthy and poor residents;
Whereas, Los Angeles’ poor residents continue to bear the brunt of failed housing policies that promote
gentrification and lead to displacement and homelessness,
including the removal of public housing stock;
Whereas, Los Angeles policy makers’ current solution to homelessness and poverty is primarily
criminalization, instead of preservation and expansion of decent, safe, and affordable housing;
Whereas, these failed policies only exacerbate poverty and homelessness, destroy communities, and
manifest policy makers’ inability to ensure the right to safe,
decent and affordable housing for all Angelinos;
Whereas, the United Nations’ Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing recently visited
the United States and Los Angeles and recommended, an immediate moratorium on the demolition and
disposition of public housing, ending the criminalization of homelessness, and re-examining income
thresholds so that affordable housing is actually accessible;
Whereas, residents and workers of Los Angeles, standing in solidarity with our allies across the world,
proclaim that quality, affordable, healthy housing is a human right.

We call upon ourselves and our government to include the
following principles in all policies and practices:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Preserve, improve and expand public housing as a public resource
owned and operated by the government;
Preserve all existing housing at affordable rents, including rent-stabilized, subsidized, and other
housing in order to prevent displacement;
Create “affordable housing” that is affordable to those most in need and end the sole reliance on
region-wide Area Median Income standards that don’t reflect the reality of
low-income neighborhoods;
End all criminalization of homelessness and poverty;
Create and enforce permanent protections for renters that prevent displacement;
Ensure that all housing is safe and healthy;
Create and enforce mechanisms to improve the participation and influence of affected tenants in
any planning, decision-making, or policy-making processes; and
Ensure that housing is not a mechanism for profit but is rather a human right and the foundation of
communities.

Los Angeles Human Right
to Housing Alliance
Since the U.N. Special Rapporteur on
the Right to Adequate Housing
visited Los Angeles in late 2009,
housing organizations across the region have continued our collective
work. We recently developed the
People’s Declaration, to be presented
and discussed at the April 14th City
Council hearing.
Organizations involved have included:
Los Angeles Housing Preservation
Alliance, Coalition LA, Coalition for
Economic Survival, Comunidad
Presente, Esperanza Community
Housing, Inquilinos Unidos, KIWA,
LA CAN, LACEH&H, Lamp Community,
POWER, SAJE, Union de Vecinos,
legal partners, and other supporters.
5
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LA CAN Members
Decry Proposed
“In-JUNK-Shun” and
Call Out for Real
Justice at Recent
Press Conference
In the latest attempt to “white
wash” Central City East, law
enforcement officials, led by City
Attorney Carmen Trutanich,
release a plan to net
“commuter” drug dealers.
WRITTEN BY: LA CAN
PHOTOGRAPH BY: LA CAN
LA CAN members, other residents and longtime stakeholders descended on Gladys
Park on Wednesday, April 7th to voice their
opposition to a plan that would surely
escalate ongoing efforts to criminalize poor
and homeless residents of Skid Row. City
Attorney Carmen Trutanich, as well as
numerous other officials, were on hand to
announce an injunction against 80 named
purported drug dealers, with the option of
adding hundreds more. Tired of the massive
police presence and ongoing lies about who
is being targeted, residents disrupted the
press conference and continued the call for
homes, not jails.
In response, at one point from the podium,
Mr. Trutanich stated that those who were
protesting the event must be “in cahoots”
with drug dealers. This statement, as
well as the entire injunction and press
conference, clearly exhibits his ignorance

community

about the Skid Row community and the
active resistance to unjust and racist
criminalization methods used against us.
This statement also makes us question the
City Attorney’s actual criteria for identifying
drug dealers, and if dissent is one.
Residents for decades have called for the
targeted removal of true drug dealers from
our community. Instead of responding
to those calls, the “powers that be” have
generally favored going after those who
commit crosswalk violations or litter, and
those forced to sit or sleep on the sidewalk.
Residents have often reported to LAPD in
community meetings their frustrations in
observing officers ticketing jaywalker after
jaywalker, while a “poison pusher” stood
within a stone’s throw. It is, and always has
been, very clear that real drug dealers have
never been a law enforcement priority in
Downtown Los Angeles.
In fact, in 2006 when Mayor Villaraigosa
unveiled his “Safer Cities” Initiative (SCI)
he assertively stated that he was going to
go after those who preyed on the homeless
-- such as drug dealers -- and not homeless
people themselves. However, minutes
after the first SCI officers were deployed,
attacking poor and homeless residents is
exactly what happened and it has continued
for three and a half years.
In the beginning, LAPD’s Central Division
tried to publicize that SCI was targeting
drug dealers. After the first four months of
SCI, Central Division officers reported at a
public meeting that SCI had produced 1,400
drug sales arrests. However, this claim was
quickly negated when those same LAPD
officers reported that about 1,100 of those
arrests were actually for “possession for
sale” in which no sale actually occurred.
Because skid row has been classified a drug
infested area, they reported, police have the
ability to escalate simple possession charges
to the more serious charge of possession
with the intent to sell, effectively turning
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drug addicts and users into dealers.
Shortly thereafter the Public Defenders
Office cried foul, asserting that the charging
scheme and “no plea” policy for people in
Skid Row was new, distinct to the SCI target
area, and limited their ability to provide
strong representation to their clients.
Additionally, a UCLA report by Professor
Gary Blasi on the first year of SCI found that
substantive drug dealing did not seem to be
the target of SCI policing. The report stated:
“Most drug arrests by the SCI Task Force
officers (about 90%) are for possession
rather than sales.114 Of those arrests for drug
sales or possession for sale of drugs other
than marijuana, the median weight of drugs
involved was 2.58 grams (0.09 ounces).”
Carmen Trutanich’s latest injunction is just
the same old soup warmed over. Coined as
a response to career criminals, commuter
drug dealers, and hardcore gang members,
it is being sold as a groundbreaking tool
to combat drug dealing in our community.
We’ve heard the same thing over and
over again, yet low-income and homeless
residents continue to be targeted far more
than drug dealers. A cursory look at the
details of the proposed injunction highlights
the real intent - to create another tool to
extend the standing dragnet targeting Skid
Row residents.
In the proposed injuction, the City Attorney
weaves a fairy tale which suggests that 31
street gangs have organized an agreement
in which they work together to sell narcotics
in the Central City Recovery Zone. The LA
Times article entitled, “Crackdown to Target
L.A. Skid Row Drug Dealers” highlighted the
injunction’s public selling point:
“The injunction is needed because the more
than 30 gangs who control the skid row drug
trade have come to a ‘mutual understanding’
to forgo rivalries, keep the peace and share
business, according to Peter Shutan, a deputy
city attorney.”
“In-JUNK-Shun” CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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“Bilal wasn’t moving and
the rest of the people
weren’t either – he kept
asking for someone
to meet our demand.
After about 30 seconds an
LAPD officer walked over
to try and remove Bilal
from the podium. Bilal
refused and continued...”
WE REFUSE TO BE
DENIED: Housing is
a Human Right
WRITTEN BY: LA CAN
PHOTOGRAPH BY: N. DAHMANN
On March 30, 2010 hundreds of low-income
residents and supporters, including over
50 LA CAN members, came together in City
Council Chambers to urge action on LA’s
housing crisis. Residents and organizations
from around the city have been working
together to build momentum to secure
the human right to housing and end all
criminalization of homelessness and
poverty. Our plan was to overwhelm the
council chambers with enough people that
our issues couldn’t be ignored – and we
succeeded.
This action stems from the recently released
report by the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate
Housing, Raquel Rolnik. Reporting on her
two-week investigation on the right to
housing across the United States, including
Los Angeles, she wrote:

community
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housing, and the economic crisis which
followed has led to increased unemployment
and an even greater need for affordable
housing.”

to leave Bilal alone and announced to the full
crowd that he would hold a special hearing
on or near April 14, 2010 at the Nate Holden
Performing Arts Center in the community.

The Special Rapporteur’s report, presented
to the U.N. Human Rights Council and the
Obama Administration in early March,
also made several key recommendations
to ensure the right to housing is achieved
in the United States. Community groups
took those recommendations and created
a People’s Declaration on the right to
housing in Los Angeles, including specific
recommendations for our local policy
makers (see cangress.wordpress.com for the
full declaration).

This was an important step in moving
us toward action on the right to housing
demands and shows that when people
come together – the Councilmembers can
be moved. After Councilmember Wesson
agreed to hold the hearing, the crowd
applauded him and we left Council chambers
with shouts of victory - chanting “HOUSING
IS A HUMAN RIGHT.”

On March 30th, we presented the declaration
and our demands to the LA City Council and
sent a message that we must make housing
for everyone that needs it a top priority. A
delegation of tenants, including LA CAN
members Deborah Burton and Deanna
Weakly, gave an overview of our demands
in the Council’s public comment period
and also demanded that there be a special
public hearing on the state of housing and
the recommendations of the U.N. Special
Rapporteur. Our voices were heard loud and
clear.
Deanna Weakly opened the testimony, with
almost the entire chambers standing behind
her in solidarity. Because the DWP rate
increases were the main agenda item of
the day, Councilmembers seemed shocked
to see that many people there demanding
that housing be a priority, even in the midst
of the budget crisis. Bilal Ali of Coalition
LA, and also an LA CAN member, closed the
public comment by calling for one brave
council member to stand up and agree
to hold a special committee meeting on
housing. There was silence at first, and then
Councilmember Janice Hahn reminded Bilal
that Councilmembers are forbidden by law
to respond to public comment.

Another Councilmember then tried to tell
Bilal that his comment time had expired and
would he please take his seat. Bilal wasn’t
“Housing is simply not about bricks and
moving and the rest of the people weren’t
mortar, nor is it simply a financial asset.
either – he kept asking for someone to meet
Housing includes a sense of community,
our demand. After about 30 seconds an
trust and bonds built between neighbors
LAPD officer walked over to try and remove
over time; the schools which educate the
Bilal from the podium. Bilal refused and
children; and the businesses which support
continued pleading his case for one brave
the local economy and provide needed goods Councilmember to meet the people’s
and services. The subprime mortgage crisis demand. Finally Councilmember Herb
has increased an already large gap between
Wesson stood up and asked the LAPD officer
the supply and demand of affordable
7

We rallied in the rotunda of city hall and
shouted housing is a human right and
other chants for about 15 minutes after we
achieved our goal. General services officers
tried to quiet us down or get us to leave, but
to no avail. There was an overwhelming
sense of unity among low-income residents
from all corners of Los Angeles. Chants of
unity in English and Spanish could be heard
throughout the halls of City Hall, with many
staffers coming out to see what was going
on. The message that housing is a human
right rung out.
The group marched out of city hall
and across the street to the new LAPD
administrative building, where we rallied in
front of the building demanding an end to
all forms of criminalization on homelessness
and poverty – a crucial piece of ensuring the
right to housing. With almost everyone still
present after a 2-hour action, we all formed
a large circle, held our hands high in the air
and pledged to come together in even bigger
numbers on April 14th. We pledged to work
together to finish our fight -- because the
struggle for complete liberation is not won
in one battle, but a series of actions.
This action proved that the power of the
people is greater than the power of the city
and state, and that we can come together
to fight and win for a common cause. You
can come and join us to help fight and
secure affordable housing for everyone that
needs it. LA CAN has a housing committee
that meets every Monday at 11:00 am. We
encourage you to come and bring a friend to
the next committee meeting and all of our
upcoming actions!
Together we can make a change……..ALL
POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
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COMMUNITY COMMENTARY

Hood Knowledge:
Legal information that can
save yo’ ass!

“The continuing silence of elected officials, purported
allies, and friends in the fight against racist police
brutality and murder is deafening. “

Fitzgerald Agreement
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated,
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized.
--Fourth Amendment

On March 2003 Plaintiffs Fitzgerald, Hudson, Menefee and Youngblood
[all downtown residents] filed a complaint alleging that the LAPD were
acting in violation of the Fourth Amendment rights of persons living in
Skid Row. The complaint alleged that the LAPD had been engaged in the
activities since November 2002. The Defendants in this case were the City
of Los Angeles, Former Chief of Police William Bratton, Captain Charlie
Beck [currently the Chief of Police], and 10 Does.
The alleged illegal activities included:
1.
stopping, questioning, and detaining persons on the public
sidewalks without reasonable suspicion to believe that they were on
parole or probation, or that, if they were on parole or probation, that they
had violated the terms and conditions of their of parole or probation;
2.
searching the persons and/or possessions of those individuals
stopped on the public streets without reasonable suspicion to believe that
they were on parole or probation;
3.
and, searching the residences of persons living in Skid Row
without reasonable suspicion to believe that the persons were on parole
or probation and that they had violated the terms of their parole or
probation.
On December 9, 2003 the courts approved a final settlement agreement
which covered the following:
•
Officers will not conduct detentions without reasonable suspicion
that a person is involved in criminal activity; has committed a crime; or,
has violated parole or probation.
•
Officers will not search the persons and/or possessions of those
individuals stopped on the public streets and sidewalks of “skid row”
without reasonable suspicion that the person has committed a crime or
violated parole or probation. However, nothing shall prohibit officers from
performing “pat-down” searches in accordance with the law.
•
Officers will not search residences of persons residing or
otherwise present in the “skid row” area except with a valid warrant,
other legal justification, or with reasonable suspicion that they are on
parole or probation and have violated their court mandated terms.
Since LAPD routinely finds it difficult to respect the rights of L.A.’s
poorer residents, they often violated the court-orderd settlement
agreement. So in April 2007 the Courts extended the original injunction.
Included in the extension was a provision--agreed to by the LAPD-to stop handcuffing residents accused of minor violations, such
as jaywalking. Judge Pregerson had this to say regarding the evidence
submitted by the LAPD during the effots to extend:
“Accordingly , the court finds that, even viewing the evidence in th elight
most favorable to Defendants, they have admitted on an unconstitutional
policy.”
So - what does all this mean? Some facts to remember:
Fact #1:
If you are not on Parole or Probation, not involved
in criminal activity and stopped by LAPD they have no legal right to
search you. They can, however, perform a cursory search [patting down
the OUTSIDE of your clothing] for their safety. DO NOT SUBMIT TO A
CONSENSUAL SEARCH as it is your right not to be searched. If the question
of search comes up loudly state, “You do not have my permission to
search me” or “You do not have my consent to search me.” In order for an
officer to search you or your private property, provided there is no crime
involved, they would have to get a search warrant.
Fact #2: Parolees and Probationers have a reduced expectation of privacy
by virtue of search conditions imposed upon them.
Fact #3: Both California and Fourth Amendment Law prohibit ALL
arbitrary or harassing searches—even of parolees and probationers. For
example,
•
Searches that are made too often
•
Searches made at an unreasonable hour
•
Searches that go on for a prolonged period
•
Arbitrary or oppressive conduct by the searching officer
Central Division is currently playing “loose and fast” with “consensual
searches” and in essence continuing to violate our rights. Protect yourself
using the information above and get involved with LA CAN to fight back!
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REMARKABLE DISDAIN: LAPD SHOOTS AND KILLS
ANOTHER AFRICAN AMERICAN MAN
Steven Eugene Washington was shot and killed by the Los Angeles
Police Department (LAPD) on Saturday, March 20, 2010. The 108th
homicide by the LAPD since 2007, Steven was an unarmed 27 yearold Black man with autism. His murder at the hands of the LAPD is
not an aberration but reflects the systemic problems within LAPD
of policy brutality, racism and disability discrimination. The LAPD
continues to perpetrate violence against our communities of color
in the name of “public safety” through racial profiling, excessive use
of force, the lack of substantive mental illness and other disability
training, and the failure to fully acknowledge and therefore address
the problems. It was not the the ghosts of Rampart’s past that
“discharged their duty weapons” on Mr. Washington, as Deputy
Chief Paysinger crassly put it, when officers murdered him with
a bullet in his face. Instead, it is another deadly reminder that the
practices the Federal Consent Decree sought to remove have not
been eliminated.
The police account of Steven’s murder is emblematic of LAPD’s
failed reforms and racist system. After only hearing a loud noise
and without any reported criminal activity, Officers Corrales and
Diego sought to stop Steven because he was “suspiciously looking
around and manipulating something in his waistband area.” Under
questionable probable cause and never observing a weapon,
Corrales and Diego resorted to the lethal force of gunshot to
Steven’s head. The situation and explanation is eerily and tragically
similar to LAPD’s killing of Usman Chaudry, who also had autism, in
2008 and who knows how many more?
These rules of engagement say to the community that the LAPD
will continue to shoot first and ask questions later and that it
really doesn’t matter that another unarmed Black man is dead.
To add insult to injury, in discussing this shooting, LAPD officials
announced that they were national leaders in autism training. It
leads the community to question what exactly this training entails
and whether Officers Corrales or Diego had ever completed this
supposed training.
On Tuesday March 23rd, the Los Angeles Police Commission held
its first meeting following the killing of Steven Washington. The
Police Commission formally stands as the civilian oversight body
of the LAPD, sets policies, and oversees its operations. Following
a very brief report by the Chief of Police about the shooting, not
one Commissioner had a substantive question. LA CAN members
were the only citizens present to give public testimony to denounce
the LAPD’s training policies and practices that led to the murder
of Steven in cold blood. The continuing silence of elected officials,
purported allies, and friends in the fight against racist police
brutality is deafening.
This murder follows recent policy shifts on the very real issue of
racial profiling. On January 20, 2010, the anniversary of President
Obama’s inauguration, an Intradepartmental Correspondence from
the Chief of Police to the Board of Police Commissioners explicitly
calls racial profiling “outdated terminology.” The replacement
in 2008 of racial profiling by “biased policing” as a category of
complaint apparently is supposed to cover all manners of sins. We
are all potentially Steven Eugene Washington.
Full investigation and full disclosure means not treating this as an
isolated incident. Full investigation means forcing a true civilian
review panel with the authority to examine and change LAPD
policies as a whole, and the authority to hold officers accountable.
This must go beyond the current authority exercised by the Police
Commission. Until we collectively coordinate responses to the
ongoing violence perpetrated against our communities by the
LAPD, Steven’s murder will be just the most recent killing.
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LA CAN Joins United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Adequate Housing, Raquel Rolnik, and National
Campaign to Restore Housing Rights partners for the
World and Social Urban Forums in Brazil

Along with immersing ourselves in the Forums to learn and
share as much as we could, we squeezed in some
sightseeing. Above is a view of Rio de Janiero, from the top
of Corcovado mountain, with the fog rolling in below us.

Although there is extreme poverty in the favelas of Rio,
there are also active residents and vibrant neighborhoods
surviving decades of disinvestment -- similar to our Skid
Row community. Above is a bustling commercial strip
within favela Riconha, near Ipanema Beach.
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There are more than 1,000 favelas (“slums”) in Rio de
Janiero alone, exemplifying the huge disparity between rich
and poor residents. Above are typical homes of low-income
people, built into the sides of the hills
and mountains throughout Rio.

National Campaign to Restore Housing Rights hosts a
workshop at the Social Urban Forum.
Presenters, above: Tiffany Gardner, National Economic and
Social Rights Initiative; Rob Robinson, Picture the
Homeless; Becky Dennison, LA CAN; and Sam Jackson,
Mayday New Orleans.
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“Nonetheless, we are
reaping the misfortune of 30 years
of neoliberal cutbacks to the safety
net, cutbacks that have created
huge structural gaps in the housing
and labor markets. “

The Perception of
Public Safety
WRITTEN BY: WESTERN REGIONAL
ADVOCACY PROJECT (WRAP)

Perceptions of public safety vary drastically.
A tourist or shopper’s criteria for safety
usually clashes with a person who can’t rub
two dimes together. Where a person stands
in society heavily influences how public
safety is conceived and experienced.
As the gap between the wealthy and poor
grows, public displays of extreme poverty
and suffering have become commonplace.
This disturbing reality brings to the fore
competing demands for public safety and
decisions about whose rights should be
protected by the state.
After all, the growing divide is a recipe for
social instability. The current proliferation
of “nuisance crime laws,” private security,
and surveillance cameras in public spaces
resurrects a long-standing tradition in
the United States of dealing with poor
and homeless people with punitive police
measures. Like Jim Crow and Anti-Okie
Laws, “nuisance crime laws” are encoded
with racism and classism.
Does the litany of “nuisance crime laws”
forbidding camping, loitering, trespassing,
blocking the sidewalk and panhandling
make society safer or would we do better
to focus our attention and resources on the
vast inequality riveting our country? This
question is dividing communities across the
country.
Public Safety and the Neoliberal State
The recession has hit the poorest the
hardest. According to the Center for Labor
Market Studies, in the fourth quarter
of 2009, households with incomes over
$150,000 had an unemployment rate of
3.2%, whereas households with incomes
under $12,499 had an unemployment
rate of 30.8%. United for a Fair Economy
reported that roughly 3.4 million families
experienced foreclosure in 2009 and
that almost 60% of mortgage defaults
were caused by unemployment. African
Americans and Latinos have experienced
the brunt of the recession’s unemployment
and home equity loss.
Meanwhile, local and state governments
across the country are eliminating
programs, privatizing parks and other
municipal services, raising tuitions, putting
government workers on furloughs or
reducing hours to curb budget deficits that
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in many States are now in the billions of
dollars. According to the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, “At least 45 states
plus the District of Columbia have reduced
services since the recession began.”
The Obama Administration has interrupted
some of the neoliberal social policies of
the previous four administrations, most
notably with the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act. Nonetheless, we
are reaping the misfortune of 30 years
of neoliberal cutbacks to the safety net,
cutbacks that have created huge structural
gaps in the housing and labor markets.
As the economy and safety net unravel in
the recession, public spaces have become
a battleground for which perspective of
public safety will win out. People from
the top-earning households don’t feel safe
or comfortable in the presence of all the
poor people on our streets and all the poor
people on our streets don’t feel safe or
comfortable in the presence of all the police
officers and security guards.
“Nuisance Crime Laws” Limit Public
Safety
“Nuisance crime laws” separate public
safety from social welfare and equity at
a time when a broader systemic effort is
necessary to address the crises in housing,
employment, education, and health care.
Based on the neoliberal framing of poverty
as an individual choice or lifestyle, these
laws attempt to criminalize survival
activities as “problem behavior.”
According to Homes Not Handcuffs, a report
released in 2009 by the National Law Center
on Poverty and Homelessness and National
Coalition for the Homeless that surveys
the criminalization of homelessness in 235
cities: 33% prohibit camping, 30% prohibit
sitting/lying, 47% prohibit loitering, and
47% prohibit begging in certain areas of the
city.
Their messaging is clear: If your city is seen
as tolerant of poor people in public spaces,
tourists will stay away, families won’t come
downtown to shop, small businesses will
go under, tax revenue will go down, budget
deficits will increase, and more services
will be cut, precipitating a downward,
irreversible spiral into financial ruin.
This messaging has worked well with the
mainstream media and local legislative
bodies looking for “action now” solutions.
It suggests a clear cause and provides a
specific answer. The cause is “those people”
and the answer is to get rid of them for “the
greater good.” After all, it’s much easier
to find someone to blame and pound the
message home till it becomes its own reality
than it is to address an economic system
that is increasingly producing inequality
and poverty.
A Place of Greater Public Safety
The fear, nervousness, and desperation are
very real, but policing the crisis will not
fix the fundamental problem. We are at a
crossroads in many ways. We need real
solutions and they do exist. Economic
human rights models that include a right
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to housing, education and treatment, a job
with a living wage will prove much more
effective in the long run. When pressed,
people on all sides of this issue seem to
agree on this point. Yet, advocates for
“nuisance crime laws” keep crowding out
other voices by saying that we need “action
now!” They argue that one more law will
give them the “tools” they need to make
everything better.
Taking “action now” to address
homelessness has meant needing even
more “action” tomorrow. If we as a country
had initially diagnosed the real causes of
emerging homelessness in the early 1980s
– the disappearance of affordable housing
– instead of seeing it as a temporary crisis
for dysfunctional people, the divisiveness,
hostility and anger that surrounds today’s
frenzy to add more laws that keep moving
homeless people from public view would be
virtually non-existent.

“In-JUNK-Shun” CONTINUED FROM PG. 6
If this was true, and it is most certainly not,
wouldn’t the LAPD and City Attorney build
an organized crime case against this newly
formed conglomerate? Wouldn’t there be
a pleading for a RICO indictment or other
serious punishments? Instead, the proposed
injunction creates a misdemeanor charge for
people’s mere presence in Skid Row.
Why? Because there is no multi-gang
business agreement between 31 gangs
operating in Downtown Los Angeles, or
anywhere else for that matter. Unless this
alleged “business agreement” includes a
clause that states no graffiti allowed, you
would have to wonder about the absence of
graffiti in the community, a well known part
of gang culture. You would also probably
wonder how and where disputes were
settled.
Many of us grew up (and some live there
now) in South Central Los Angeles, so we are
all too familiar with dispute resolution “hood
style”—it usually happens on the spot and
instantaneously. However, we are supposed
to believe that in Downtown LA guns are not
used—as evidenced by the lowest violent
crime rates in the entire City—and for the
most part disputes are settled by simply
saying, “scouts honor.”
Give us a break!
The heart of the injunction can be found in
numerous sections of the complaint, masked
in words like middle-man, transients and
hooks. As stated above, all of the public
statements about this injunction focus
on commuter drug dealers. However,
paragraph #26 of the complaint states the
following:
“Narcotics dealers OFTEN use the addicted
population to sell narcotics for them in
exchange for a piece of narcotic.”
This is most certainly true and it is those
same addicts who will be targeted and swept
up as a result if this injunction is approved.
“In-JUNK-Shun” CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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“Enough poverty will make
anyone desperate enough
to steal or to drink or drug
enough to escape. Americans,
the ‘law-abiding’ ones, are not
‘righteous’ and immune to the
same things, they are either
lucky enough not to be caught
or rich enough to hide behind
the walls of large residences.”

AMERICA’S “ZEROTOLERANCE”
SOCIETY: So Much
Punishment, So
Little Compassion
WRITTEN BY: David Wagner, Ph.D

Few nations in the world are as intolerant
and bent on punishment as our own United
States. Though we call them enemies, really
the Taliban in Afghanistan and the mullahs
in countries like Sudan, Iran, and other
nations, are the most like America. It’s true
we don’t stone people or cut their hands
off, but we send more of our population to
prison and jails than any nation in the world.
One lens into our society is the term “zerotolerance” which entered the vocabulary in
the 1980s. “Zero-tolerance” came with the
war on drugs, and suggested no amount of
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(illegal) drugs was too small, no amount
of activity selling or even using drugs was
too minimal to escape the punishment
of imprisonment. “Zero-tolerance” was
evidently a popular idea with people: it has
come to be used in our schools’ disciplinary
policies to suspend or expel students who
make one mistake (with alcohol, tobacco,
and drugs, wearing a T-shirt with images
deemed objectionable to school authorities
or participating in fights or name-calling).
It is popular among large elements of the
public that every drunk driver, every person
convicted of theft, everyone who owes child
support, and on and on should somehow be
forever punished.
The American love affair with punishment
covers up I think a great deal of rage that
is misdirected. Americans are unhappy
about their situations in life. There are a
host of reasons including the continuing
economic downturns which mean not only
unemployment and lowered wages for
adults, but dismal prospects for the future
generations. Americans seem cut off from
their old moorings of tradition. They are
confused and despondent about a host of
social changes from divorce and changed
gender roles to politicians and other
authorities who can’t be trusted.
Everyday 2.3 million adults are imprisoned
in our society, and with the inclusion of
those on parole and probation, the numbers
of people under the criminal justice
system each year are staggering. Men,
and particularly men of color, have a great
chance of spending some quality time in
prison or jail in their life. We are willing
to pay as much as $40,000 to make you
an inmate, but hardly a dime to help you
when you are out of jail or prison with some
income from welfare or unemployment
insurance. Have no doubt prison and jails
are there not for the rich or middle class, but

--V.I.

hold overwhelmingly poor and working class
people, disproportionately racial minorities.
We also know that 90% of people in prison
and jail are non-violent offenders; they are
there because of drugs, because of unpaid
child support, parole violations, and minor
assault charges.
I have never understood how even the most
“upstanding” people in our society can really
believe that they would or never would
make a mistake in their life!!! A moment
of anger can plunge anyone into a fight.
Enough poverty will make anyone desperate
enough to steal or to drink or drug enough to
escape. Americans, the “law-abiding” ones,
are not “righteous” and immune to the same
things, they are either lucky enough not to
be caught or rich enough to hide behind the
walls of large residences.
We are training our children through “zero
tolerance” that there are no answers to
problems in life but punishment! You break
the rules, you are out. This is not a way a
society can run, but is a way of ensuring
we have more and more people under lock
and key decades from now. We need to start
having people understand each other in
this vast and complex nation of many races,
classes, religions, and ethnicities. The only
place to start is with compassion for all of
our brothers and sisters, and with attention
to those we have thrown out of regular
society.
We need to stop the madness of
incarceration and throw out our prisonindustrial complex!!!
David Wagner is a professor of sociology and
social work at the University of Southern Maine
who has worked for many years with poor and
homeless people in New York City, Maine, and
California.

Downtown residents sound off
fixing L.A. Budget Crisis

sound off
“I would cut the
police, they’re
always crying
they need this and
that, and they’re
always hiring;
they spend too
much money!.
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“I would reoccupy
“I would cut all
“I would straight
the old Parker
luxury spending
out start by
Center, close the and development cutting the Mayor’s
new LAPD
for the rich like LA
budget!!!!.”
administration
Live, Grand
--God Body
building and sell it, Avenue Project,
which would
and others. We
offset the budget
need to redirect
short fall!”
that money.”
--Al Sabo

--Cassanna Richardson
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“In-JUNK-Shun” CONTINUED FROM PG. 10
Why? Because residents who suffer from the
disease of addiction far outnumber the few
street-level dealers that occupy skid row.
Certainly everyone involved in crafting this
complaint is fully aware of this fact. It is for
these reasons that there exists an allotted
space for 300 “DOES” in addition to the 80
currently named defendants and the entire
Grape Street Crip Gang.
Just who will those 300 DOES (the legal term
used for people who may be targeted by the
injunction, but are not yet identified) be?
That is the real concern for those who live in
Skid Row - expecially, but definitely not only,
those dealing with drug addiction. Mere
association - talking, shaking hands, and
other things often used by LAPD to create
probable cause - will likely cause residents
to be banished from the area. And we know
that the list will be used to stop any and all
poor people of color who might “resemble”
someone on the list. No wonder the business
community proudly endorses (and likely
helped create) this injunction!
One additional point of interest is the
hardship exemption described in the
proposed injunction. Defendants who are
served with the judgment have 45 days
before the stay away order is enforced to
apply for a hardship exemption, which
includes: (1) residence (whether owned or
rented), so your screwed if you happen to be
homeless; (2) lawful employment; and (3)
utilization of recovery services (including but
not limited to those services provided by the
Union Rescue Mission, Midnight Mission, LA
Mission, or the Weingart Center). It seems
obvious that if you were in fact a REAL drugdealer, your hardship comes by way of a
prison sentence. It also seems obvious that
addicts clearly are a target of the injunction
- since they are the ones who actually need
recovery services.
This is just another scheme to get rid of
us. We will not bury our heads in the sand
and watch further attempts to criminalize
our entire community. The City Attorney
says that our resistance means we support
drug dealers, but law enforcement has at its
disposal tremendous resources to enforce
the laws currently on the books to deal with
“real” drug dealers. Instead of making that
a priority, they cook up recycled schemes to
drive us from our community.
You say get back, we say fight back!

To contact LA CAN or find out
more about our work and how
to support us write, or visit us
online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET @
LACANetwork

“Stand Against Sit/Lie” by Art Hazelwood

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in or near downtown Los
Angeles. LA CAN’s staff and core members, more than 95% of whom live in Skid Row
and/or have been homeless, write many articles that appear in the Community Connection.
These appear without a byline. Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members
and/or personal opinion articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent
the views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024
The production and distribution of the Community Connection is made possible in part
due to financial support from the Diane Middleton Foundation.
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