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WE DEMAND
Renters need
immediate strong rent
stabilization reforms to
protect more than
600,000 tenants. Rent
stabilization should help
tenants stay stable and
housed, even in tough
economic times.
Reverse the City’s plans to
dispose of all public
housing. More than 6,500
families would be
impacted by a loss of
rights, potential
Join the tenant
L.A. Human
displacement, and the
Rightconversion
to Housing
of permanently
Collective
Today!
affordable
housing into
time-limited subsidized
housing.
DOWNTOWN/

SOUTH LOS ANGELES
(213) 228-0024

renters need a break today
LA TENANTS DECLARE
HUMAN RIGHT TO HOUSING DAY!

Page 6
COMMUNITY RESIDENTS
SPEAK UP AGAINST SKID ROW
“PUBLIC SAFETY WALK”

Page 5

get up, stand up!
stand up for
your rights...
--Bob Marley
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“EDUCATION NOT INCARCERATION!”
ALTERNATIVE STATE OF THE CITY
CALLS OUT VILLARAIGOSA

LAPD OFFICERS SHOOT AND KILL
AFRICAN-AMERICAN
MAN IN SKID ROW

Page 11

Suggested M i n i m u m D o n a t i o n $ 1

The Voice, The Pulse, Of Our Village
HOUSING
WATCH

Ensuring that we have the information and
power to keep our homes and community intact

Rent Stabilization Ordinance
The Los Angeles Rent Stabilization Ordinance
(RSO), L.A.’s version of “rent control,” is the
city’s regulation that guides how rent increases
can happen to the city’s 640,000 rental units. It
also provides restrictions on evictions and dictates how and when relocation benefits are paid
to a tenant being relocated from a building.
Last year, on May 21, 2010, after months of
organizing, the L.A. Human Right to Housing
Collective was promised full comprehensive
RSO reform after our suppossed allies in City
Council denied a temporary rent freeze on rent
increases, clearly demonstrating their allegiance to greedy landlords. It has been a year
since this shameful event and we still have not
seen any reforms move forward in City Council. This process has mainly been delayed by
Councilmember Wesson, representative of the
10th District, who heads the Council’s Housing
Committee.
As a response to this ongoing postponement,
L.A. Right to Housing Collective members
including LA CAN decided to take it to the
phones as part of our organizing efforts in
Council District 10. On several organized
“call-in” days, concerned constituents called
Councilmember Wesson’s office to express their
frustrations and demand that RSO reforms
move forward and out of his committee.
Over 150 people called the office over the
course of three days. The council office was
sending resident concerns to voicemail to avoid
talking to people and even outright hanging up
on Spanish speaking residents, which represent
a significant portion of Wesson’s constituency.
The Collective, as a response, issued a formal
complaint to his office for this unacceptable
behavior. Eventually, people were being told
that the reforms would be going to committee
in June. Stay tuned as we continue to report on
the process.

Guest Fees
LA CAN members have organized against
guest fees for the past five years, resulting in
the elimination of fees in many large, for-profit
residential hotels. Concerned over the impacts
of guest fees in non-profit hotels, LA CAN met
with representatives of Skid Row Housing
Trust to request that tenants of Trust buildings
not be charged guest fees. We were told that
the Trust is currently revisiting the policy and
looking at various possible changes.
LA CAN members decided to submit a petition to show wide support for the elimination
of guest fees. Over one hundred residents of
Trust buildings signed onto the petition. We
hope to report out on progress in the next Community Connection issue.
For more information, or to become involved, come
to the LA CAN Housing Committe meetings, held
every Monday at 11am at 530 S. Main St., 90013
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Public Housing
Residents
Continue to Build
Movement
In the last Community Connection edition,
we reported on February’s Public Housing Convention, which united tenants of
public housing projects from across the
city. These newly united residents have
continued to organize, build momentum,
and have recently won two big victories.
The first victory was on March 21, 2011,
when Rudy Montiel, Executive Director
of the Housing Authority (HACLA), was
FIRED. The HACLA Board of Commissioners fired Montiel after various violations of tenant rights occurred throughout his tenure. For example, Rudy tried
to evict several tenants last year simply
because they protested outside his house
and demanded an inclusionary process
for community participation in HACLA’s
Agency Plan. His attempt failed as
residents stood up for their rights and
stopped the evictions! Commissioners
stated that they simply lost confidence in
Mr. Montiel’s judgment.
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May 2011, HACLA was going to apply
rent payments to other charges, such
as maintenance fees, before applying it
toward rent. This would lead to many
tenants being charged late fees or, in the
worst case, being evicted because they
can’t afford both maintenance fees and
rent at the same time. Or, tenants might
not have been aware that part of their rent
payments would be going to other things
besides rent - leading to delinquent rent.
In response, LA CAN members from the
Pueblo Del Rio community, in conjuction
with tenants from other public housing
developments active in the L.A. Right to
Housing Collective, organized a meeting
with HACLA to raise their opposition to
this unfair policy. As a result, HACLA
agreed not to implement the practice. In
addition, they commit to (1) hold meetings
with public housing residents throughout
the developments to discuss their high
maintenance charges and (2) to work with
residents to update their rent collection
filing system to provide more options for
tenants without forcing tenants to pay
other charges before rent.
These are just two examples that demonstrate how the movement to protect
and improve public housing and reform
HACLA policies continues to build momentum throughout the city.

The second victory dealt with notices that
were sent in March to all public housing
tenants which announced that starting

Join Pueblo del Rio tenant meetings on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm at the
James Slauson Park Community Center

Play a Clean
Game!

ers, a football stadium is the last thing the
people should be paying for. And, while
AEG has said they would pay back any
public money dedicated to the project,
many residents realize that this rarely, if
ever, happens.

Residents attend a public meeting
on the proposed downtown football
stadium to demand a transparent
process
It would hard for you to find someone has
has not heard about Farmer’s Field, the
proposed football stadium that would be
built downtown across from the Staples
Center. However, what you might not
know is that AEG, the company who plans
on building the stadium, is trying to do all
they can to keep the process behind closed
doors while securing public funding for
the stadium and seeking exemptions from
state environmental laws.

These same residents also seek a guarantee
that AEG not pursue an exemption from
the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) - one of the only state laws that
ensures both a public process and environmental regulations on a development.
Each member of the group wore stickers outlining their proposed “Rules of
the Game”: (1) NO CEQA Exemption, (2)
NO use of public funds and (3) NO secret
deals.

This is why, on March 30, 2011 around
50 low-income residents from across L.A.
attended a public meeting on the stadium at the L.A. Convention Center. Up
to that point, all of the “public” meetings
around the stadium proposal had hardly
been public at all, as AEG and other prostadium boosters have tried to keep any
opposition to the stadium at a distance
through minimal publicity for meetings
and announcing times only a couple of
days before meeting dates.
Of course, many people are opposed to
a stadium, especially if it’s done through
shady back door deals and paid for with
public funding. Those who attended the
meeting, for example, maintained that
at a time of fiscal crisis, with the cutting
of social services and laying off of teach2

LA CAN member James Porter demands that the
city and AEG play a clean game.
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Billion Dollar
Stadiums and
Political Football
Mayor Villaraigosa gives $1 million
of money allocated for anti-poverty
services to an architecture firm that
earned nearly half a BILLION
dollars last year
Has the Mayor of Los Angeles finally lost
his mind? At a time when residents of
downtown are struggling more than ever,
Antonio Villaraigosa continues to turn his
back to the needs of Skid Row.
In April, the LA Weekly uncovered yet another bit of unsavory “politricking” on the
backs of L.A.’s poorest residents. Apparently Mayor Villaraigosa, with approval
from the City Council, has pledged $1 million to Gensler, the international architecture firm that has been selected to design
the proposed downtown NFL stadium.
The money would be used to move the
company from its current Westside location into a downtown office that Gensler
refers to as the “jewel box.”
If this was not bad enough, the $1 million give-a-way, also known as a subsidy,
would come from Commnity Develop-

Hunger Action
Day bears fruit
On May 19, members of LA CAN participated in Hunger Action Day, an event
sponsored by the California Hunger Action Coalition. The event is two day gathering where people from throughout the
State of California board buses and take a
trip to Sacramento to talk to state legislators about policy priorities around issues
of hunger and food justice.

community Connection

ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds slated for
the 9th Council District, which is represented by Councilmember Jan Perry and
includes the Skid Row community. The
total amount of CDBG funding allocated
for the 9th District is $2.2 million.
This means that the Mayor has decided
to take nearly HALF of the CDBG funds
earmarked to assist in the alleviation of
homelessness, poverty and blight in our
communities in order to move a company, which earned $463 MILLION last
year, about 10 miles from Santa Monica to
downtown.
And according to LA Weekly, despite
repeated calls seeking a comment, City
Councilmember Jan Perry, whose district
includes the proposed football stadium
and Gensler’s “jewel box”, has said nothing publicly about the give-a-way.
Unfortunately, shady dealings like this
have become all too familiar when it comes
to Villaraigosa’s policies toward downtown Los Angeles. At a time when homelessness, an issue that impacts the lives
of all L.A. residents, continues to grow at
alarming rates, the Mayor continues to pay
lip service to the issue while still doing
very little by way of employing proven
strategies for ending homelessness.
Oh yes, you will find the Mayor at the
local missions washing feet and serving
meals, but once the cameras leave it is back
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to the business of doing nothing besides
giving additional resources to the LAPD,
through the Safer Cities Initiaive, to sweep
Skid Row clean of mostly black and brown
homeless and low-income residents.
But, when it comes to stripping funding
for critical services in the central city area,
the Mayor did not stop there. Buried in
a recent L.A. Times article regarding the
Mayor’s budget proposal was a partial list
of proposed cuts -- on that list was a 10%
reduction in homeless services funding.
The City of Los Angeles does not spend
nearly enough of our General Fund monies to deal with the acute homeless crisis
that confronts the city and its most vulnerable residents. Instead, we look to the
federal government to simply manage our
homegrown problem through a variety of
HUD programs (which, as an aside, are are
under attack as well).
A 10% percent may sound insignificant to
some. However, in light of the diminutive homeless investment made by the
city, there is a clear message sent by a 10%
reduction: that homelessness is not important and not a priority for our Mayor.
While our governments face budget issues,
their priorities become more important
and more evident and the people must
demand better.
See below for some community responses to
these shameful actions.

Word in the Hood
The community connection takes it to the streets to ask how
community residents feel about the mayor's million dollar give-a-way

Harriet Ruff

“That’s OUR money! Antonio needs to be
fired. He’s working for rich people, not us.
That money is for us, for skid row, to better
our community.
That money could have went to food for people, housing for poor people, for women and
children.”

LA CAN’s participation in this event
focused on a couple of pending state bills
that, if passed, would improve access to
food stamps for community members.
These are: AB828, which would lift the
lifetime ban on people convicted of drug
sales being able to receive food stamps;
and AB6, which would cut QR-7 reporting from every three months to every six
months along with eliminating finger
imaging requirements for people receiving food stamps.

Carol Castillo
“It’s not fair. That money should be going to
help us people living outside on the streets.
Give us the money, it’s where it belongs.
It’s just not right. That money could have been
used for housing for the homeless.”

Low-income residents who represented
LA CAN in Sacramento reported that
after meetings with Governor Brown’s office and various other members of the Assembly, they feel confident that a number
of positive food policies will be moving
forward soon.

Deacon Alexander

“This is nothing surprising. It’s part and parcel
with how Jan Perry and the Mayor have worked
since they took office. They’re thieves and
crooks.

And it appears their feelings were accurate, as the State Assembly passed AB828
on May 23rd. It now goes to the State Senate and then, hopefully, the governor’s
desk for signing.

Shelter beds are full. That money probably could
have paid for at least 150 beds for 6 months.“

3
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Annual Downtown Women’s
Action Coalition Variety Show
showcases local talent while raising
money for critical community work
Photos by: nick dahmann

For the last three years, the Downtown
Women’s Action Coalition‘s (DWAC)
Annual Variety Show provides
attendees with the unique opportunity
to appreciate the wealth of local talent in
our community while raising funds that
go toward work that focuses on the needs
of low-income and homeless women in
the greater Skid Row area.
This year’s show, Once upon a Woman...
Our Stories Our Voices, continued this
proud, growing tradition with two sold
out shows at Fernando’s Hideaway on
March 24 and 25. On those nights, sixteen
of downtown’s most gifted men and
women wowed the crowd with singing,
dancing, monologues, poetry, and power.
All of the performers are people who
live and work in the Central City East
community, commonly known as Skid
Row. They, along with the other women
and men who produced the event, are
building and improving the community
not only through this event, but through
hard work every day as active residents,
organizers, advocates, service providers,
and artists.
In this way, the DWAC Variety
Show is more than simply a night of
entertainment. It is an opportunity to
raise consciousness, promote women’s
rights and improve the overall health of
the community through artistry. In fact,
most of the performances speak directly
to this notion through the themes of
healing, empowerment, and overcoming
poverty. Overall, the tone of the event
was one of celebration for the strengths
and experiences of our sisters, mothers,
daughters, grandmothers, and all of the
amazing women in our lives.
DWAC meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 3:30 PM at LA CAN.

Downtown
Women’s Needs
Assessment is
Released
The Downtown Women’s Action Coalition (DWAC) recently released the 2010
Downtown Women’s Needs Assessment,
the fourth in a series of surveys focusing
on the needs, characteristics, and conditions facing homeless and other very lowincome women living downtown.
As the fastest growing segment of the
homeless population in the United States,
women face unique challenges and barriers. Nowhere is the issue of homelessness
more critical and apparent than in L.A.’s
Skid Row community. Of this population,
perhaps the most underserved and over-

Performers of the 3rd Annual DWAC Variety Show celebrate onstage after another successful performance.

DWAC member and local
actress/singer Pam Walls reflects on
what performing in the Variety Show
means to her

had been done all over the world. And,
as part of a fundraiser for DWAC, I got a
chance to do it twice!
A couple of years later, I was asked to
audition for DWAC’s next fundraiser,
which was going to be a variety show (oh,
and by the way, I’m very, very grateful
that they asked me at all). So now it’s 2011
and God has blessed me to have been able
to perform in three DWAC variety shows.
And, let me tell you, these variety shows
are done professionally.
I have now performed in many DWAC
shows and I have always been treated
with the utmost respect. Actors just want
to express themselves, you know?

Hey Skid Row,
You know, when I was living on Skid
Row, I didn’t have a lot of money. So, as
an actress that sings, I did audience work
and extra work just to put a little change
in my pocket. I got involved with one of
the best organizations down here, the
Downtown Women’s Action Coalition
(DWAC).
I didn’t know at the time that they had
plays and stuff. But an LA CAN member
told me about a play called “The Vagina
Monologues” back in ’06. I found out that
this play wasn’t just any play. This play

At the latest variety show at Fernando
Fernando’s on Spring St. I had the time
of my life. I did an excerpt from a play
I wrote about my life, which I named
“SHELTERSONG.” The scene was about
when I got kicked out of a hotel in the
middle of the night in the rain. Man, it
sure did bring back memories. The other
singers, poets and dancers were fantastic.
I can’t wait until the next show. I wish I
could work around people like Deborah,
Becky and Pete when I get into show business, because that would just be alright.
God is just so good to me.

looked segment are homeless, formerly
homeless, and very low-income women.

affordable permanent housing as the biggest need in the community.

The purpose of the needs assessment is:
1) to provide updated data on the most
immediate issues and needs of women
living downtown, and 2) to provide much
needed information and analysis about
violence against women, gaps in women’s
health services, and the ever growing need
for affordable, permanent housing.

Nearly half (49.3%) of the women surveyed had faced sexual assault, domestic
violence or child abuse in their lifetime. Of
these women, a shocking 72.3% said that
they were not offered services or help to
deal with the after-effects of the violence.

Here are just a few of the findings from the
2010 assessment:
39.3% of surveyed women stated they
were homeless for five years or more, a ten
percent jump from the 2007 survey.
In the past year, a majority (62%) of women had slept in an emergency or transitional shelter, and over 50% had slept on
the streets, in an abandoned building, a
vehicle, or a park.
72.8% of the women surveyed identified
4

Nearly a third (30.8%) of the women surveyed had received a ticket or citation in
the past year. 50% of the infractions were
for jaywalking. Pedestrian signal violations can cost between $159 and $191 – a
steep cost for individuals on a monthly
fixed income ranging from $200 to $800,
or with no income at all. If citations go
unpaid, a warrant for arrest can be issued
which, in turn, jeopardizes an individual’s
ability to access or maintain housing.
Visit cangress.wordpress.com and search
“DWAC” to read the full report.
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to do outreach, community residents have
yet to see them do anything other than offer someone a band-aid.
So, during the the last three walks which
occur on the 1st Wednesday of every
month, residents, along with allies from
Dream Team LA and Critical Resistance
LA, have shadowed and disrupted the
walk so that CCEA and city officials know
they can’t just walk into our community
and spread lies. And we know our protests are catching their attention because
as our groups have grown, the CCEA has
tried to expand the size of their group,
largely comprised of those from outside
Skid Row residents and allies
the community. For example, during the
continue to protest CCEA’s monthly latest walk, which occurred on May 4, the
“Safety Walk” and target City
CCEA and the Midnight Mission had volAttorney Trutanich for criminalizing unteers who were helping in the kitchen
participating in the walk. But, shortly after
our communities
catching the CCEA and others trying to
sneak out a side entrance in order to avoid
LA CAN members, along with a host of
facing the people they are supposedly
allied organizations, continue to protest
concerned about, several of the volunteers
and disrupt the so-called Public Safety
Walk on the grounds that low-income and expressed their support for the protest.
homeless residents don’t feel safe with the Also at the May walk, both City AttorCity Attorney, Councilmember Jan Perry,
ney Carmen Trutanich and City Counand the Central City East Association’s
cilmember Jan Perry participated. This
(CCEA) “Red Shirts” dictating law and
only served to hype the crowd even more.
order in the community without the input Chants of “SHAME ON YOU, FALSEor agreement of long-time residents.
TANICH! SHAME ON YOU, PERRY!”

“FALSE”TANICH!

Organizers of the walk claim that the
goal is to affect positive policy changes
for “our” community while conducting
homeless outreach. First of all, this is OUR
community - we live here. Secondly, the
damn truth is that these walks are only
conducted to point the finger at lowincome, mostly black and brown residents
and to make those doing the walk appear
as humanitarians, extending their helping
hand to the downtrodden. And while the
L.A. Homeless Services Authority claims

followed the city officials for the entire
duration of the hour-long walk. But when
confronted with questions, both consistently replied, “No Comment.” Now, how
can you claim to be conducting outreach
when you won’t even answer the questions of community residents? This is why
residents have joined forces to take it to
the streets and disrupt this walk everytime
they come out of the gate.
Above: Residents chanting “FALSE-TANICH!” as City
Attorney Trutanich speaks to Estela Lopez, Director of
the CCEA.

Dance, Food, and
Fun at Women’s
Day at the Park
On May 13, over 200 women enjoyed a
day of fun in the sun at the 10th Annual
Women’s Day in the Park. The event,
organized by the Downtown Women’s
Action Coalition (DWAC), transports
low-income and homeless women of
downtown to the warm, green outdoors
of Elysian Park, where they are treated to
games, dancing, and food. LA CAN is a
member of DWAC and has helped host
this event for its 10-year history.
Representatives and volunteers from
various healthcare, housing, and other
social service agencies also join in on the

day of festivities by providing service, gift,
activity and information tables.
After a morning of bellydancing, foot
massages, food and music, the women
of the Downtown Women’s Center
entertained the crowd with a fashion
show, which is always a highlight of the
day. Women then finished off the day by
dancing and singing the afternoon away.
By the time the buses arrived to return
folks home, it was clear that the women of
downtown had enjoyed yet another day of
sisterhood and celebration.
Left: The crowd looks on as the women of the
Downtown Women’s Center perform their fashion
show; Above: A group of women enjoying to learn
to bellydance.
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Skid Row
Residents Push
Neighborhood
Council to
Consider
Opposing SCI
written by: James Porter
In April, several Skid Row residents
went to the Downtown Los Angeles
Neigborhood Council (DLANC) meeting
to express the community’s ongoing
opposition to the Safer Cities Initiative
(SCI). The goal of the delegation was
to get a hearing at a future DLANC
meeting (within 30 days), during which
they could learn more about the need
to end SCI. After that hearing, residents
hoped the council would pass a motion
opposing the ongoing policing policy
that continues to oppress and criminalize
low-income and homeless residents of
the downtown community.
We told them, “We are your neighbors.
You might not know us and we
might not know you, but this is OUR
community, yours and ours, and we
all want the same thing: to make our
community a better place to live in,
and it is your duty to help make this
happen.” We told them that the only way
for this to happen is for all of us in the
community to work together to address
issues.
After passionately pleading our case,
residents were able to convince the
members of DLANC to hold a hearing
on SCI as an agenda item at a future
meeting.
King Howard McGill said after the
successful testimony, “The meeting
started out one way and, with our
words and our presence, we turned
the committee around. It was like we
opened their hearts to our issue and they
collectively came up with a solution and
granted us our meeting, our chance to be
heard.”
By going to the DLANC meeting, we
believed our voices were heard, and
we accomplished what we wanted.
However, DLANC President Patti
Berman worked to un-do DLANC’s
decision and pulled the agenda item
from the next meeting. She claimed
that the hearing could not happen, but
a City Official from the Department of
Neighborhood Empowerment stated
that the hearing could, of course, have
happened.
DLANC members eventually decided
to have a separate community forum
on this issue, outside of their regular
meetings (a date and time had not been
announced when this issue went to
print).
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WE’RE STILL HERE!

One year after the City Council watched as LAPD brutalized a peaceful group of tenants in Council Chambers, residents from
across L.A. return to City Hall to tell their elected officials that access to decent, affordable housing is a human right.
photos by: Nicholas Dahmann
Chants of “Housing is a Human Right!
Vivienda es un Derecho Humano!” could
be heard echoing throughout the streets as
tenants from across Los Angeles marched
into City Hall to declare May 20, 2011 the
Human Right to Housing Day.
The gathering attracted residents of all
living conditions - those living in public
housing, those living in residential hotels,
residents in Section 8 units, tenants of
increasingly out-of-reach rent-stabilized
units, and those living on the streets all of whom united to demand that the
human right to housing be recognized
and protected in L.A. But, for many of the
residents present, the action symbolized
much more.
Dozens of those who raised their voices
did so to let their elected officials know
that the people have not forgotten
about the events of May 21, 2010, when
tenants and their allies fighting for a
temporary rent freeze were betrayed by
Councilmembers and attacked by LAPD
in City Council Chambers. On that day,
after months of organizing and pressuring
elected officials to act on behalf of tenants,
hundreds in attendance were excited to
finally see the proposed rent increase
moratorium come up for a vote.
Yet tenants were surprised and betrayed
when Councilmembers - the very same
Councilmembers who had promised to
vote in support of the moratorium - went
back on their word and voted to send the
issue back to Committee. This essentially
killed the moratorium and, with it, any

chance for alleviating the stress of rentburdened tenants. Tenants, outraged after
waiting five hours in a Council meeting
only to be betrayed by their own elected
officials, began chanting “Traitors” and
“Housing is a Human Rght.” Within
minutes, however, dozens of police
officers poured into Chambers with bean
bag guns, taser guns, and billy clubs. As
tenants began exiting amidst their chants,
these officers began using extreme force
and violence against tenants.
The police surrounded and locked some
of the tenants inside Chambers. Many
tenants were beaten, brusied, and a few
were arrested - simply for expressing their
disappointment with Councilmembers,
who had once again placed the interests of
landowners over the needs of struggling
tenants.
Therefore, on the one-year anniversary of
one of the worst abuses of power exerted
in City Hall, residents from across the city
joined together to exercise their rights
as citizens in a democracy to express
themselves freely and participate in the
decisions that directly affect their lives.
After marching and chanting on 1st Street
along the front steps of both City Hall and
LAPD Headquarters, residents eagerly
filled Council Chambers and awaited their
opportunity to vent their frustrations and
reinforce their demands during public
comment. And when their time came,
they wasted no time making full use of
their first amendment right to freedom of
speech by challenging Councilmembers
for their persistent inaction over the past
year on behalf of low-income residents
throughout L.A.
6

Speaker after speaker scolded
Councilmembers for the abuse 364 days
prior while reminding the entire Council
that - in short - “the rent is too damn
high.” Residents demanded that the
rights of tenants not only be respected
but strengthened. Specifically, residents
consistently called for comprehensive
reform to the city’s Rent Stablization
Ordinance (L.A.’s version of Rent Control),
which includes eliminating the unfair
3% “floor” for annual rent increases that
landlords can pass on to tenants every
year.
Many residents singled out Herb Wesson
who, as chair of the Council’s Housing
Committee, has done absolutely nothing
over the past year to address the needs
and demands of tenants. Additionally,
they publicly shamed him and his staff
for hanging up on Spanish-speaking consituents of his own district on numerous
occasions.
			
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6
At least 25 individuals, who were calling in
to demand rent stablization reform, were
hung up on by Wesson’s staff members during three different call-in days organized by
the Right to Housing Collective in April and
May. Speakers pointed out that, by doing so,
Wesson was abandoning his most basic role
as an elected official - to listen to the input
and voices of his constituents.
As public comment wound down, organizers prepared for the group to exit - taking
extra precaution given the unfortunate and
violent actions of last year. One LA CAN
member walked outside Chambers and
noticed around 10 LAPD officers blocking
off the hallway leading to the rotunda. This
was quickly brought to Councilmembers by
a public comment speaker, and residents
immediately began voicing their anger and
disapproval for the continued use of police
presence to quell public participation.
Residents then exited chambers peacefully,
but in opposition to yet another example
of the criminalization of free speech. As
the crowd reconvened outside to conclude
the action, residents raised their fists and
reaffirmed their commitment to building a
citywide movement dedicated to achieving
concrete and comprehensive housing policy
reform in L.A.
Clockwise from top: General Dogon, who is headed to trial soon based on the unjust arrests and abuses last year in Council Chambers, addresses Council; Councilmember and retired LAPD officer Dennis Zine, who ordered officers on tenants last year, listens on; LA CAN Member Wesley Walker scolds
Councilmember Herb Wesson or his persistent inaction; Wesson appears troubled by the remarks.

For more information, or to become involved, come to the
LA CAN Housing Committe meetings, held every Monday at 11am at 530 S. Main St., 90013

Straight F’s for
Pretty Tony
Alternative State of the City
demonstration challenges Mayor
Villaraigosa’s budget priorities
On Wednesday, April 13, communities
and organizations from across L.A. converged at Jefferson High School to make
demands for an “L.A. People’s Budget.”
The action was organized as an Alternative
State of the City, since the Mayor’s State of
the City Address is an “invite only” event with most low-income residents being shut
out of the exclusive gathering.
The crowd, composed of immigration
reform activists, high school students,
housing justice organizations, public
transportation advocates and other groups
representing marginalized communities, demanded that the Mayor adjust his
proposed budget to address the needs of
low-income residents and communities of
color. These include affordable housing
preservation and production, communitybased youth intervention and youth centers, education reform focused on the right
to education not student suppression,
public transportation, and fair and just immigration polices and practices.
Protestors pointed out that although the
city has cut libraries, parks, employment
services, general services, youth prevention programs and much more, public
funding can almost always be found for
large developers AND the LAPD, which

accounts for more than half of the City’s
budget.
The energetic crowd chanted tirelessly
along the exits of the school in anticipation
of being able to confront the Mayor with
our demands. However, in typical fashion,
rather than facing the communities that he
allegedly represents, Villaraigosa snuck
out a side exit soon after his speech.
Yet this did not stop the momentum of the
demonstrators, who, in keeping with the
mayor’s education-themed speech, unveiled a large Report Card for Villaraigosa.
The evaluation showed that, according to
the people, the mayor is failing on all subjects - from Math to Human Services - in
large part due to him consistently cutting
funding from critical community services
and continuing to criminalize our communities.
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Above: A Youth Justice Coalition student
adding energy to the intergenerational
event; Below: Protesters unveil the the
people’s Report Card for Villaraigosa,
which contained F’s for the Mayor.
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The Fight for the Human
Right to Housing continues
in New Orleans
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As if New Orleans residents, especially low-income people, hadn’t
suffered enough during Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath, public
housing residents are now facing a second round of displacement.
During the “re-building” of New Orleans after Katrina, the local and
federal government advocated for and approved the demolition of
thousands of public housing units, in addition to the thousands of
low-income residents that lost their privately-owned homes. Now,
one of the only large public housing communities that remains – the
Iberville – is at risk for demolition although it was not substantially
damaged by the storm and recently underwent a 3 million dollar
renovation paid for by the federal stimulus package.

/ Apr - may

2011

MayDay New Orleans and others marching through the streets of the Iberville.

who marched with Iberville residents explained to us that the
Second Line added a cultural component to this protest, but is also
used all over the City to reclaim neighborhoods and reaffirm New
Orleans history and culture. In fact, we got to experience a full
Second Line the following day, with a brass band, dancers, Mardi
Gras Indians, the Original Pigeontown Steppers, and hundreds
of other residents marching through and celebrating in historic
African American communities.

According to MayDay New Orleans, a partner of LA CAN in our
efforts to recognize the human right to housing in the United States:
“HANO (the Housing Authority of New Orleans) and HUD (the US
Department of Housing and Urban Development) used Hurricane
Katrina as an opportunity to enact the long-time plan to finally
rid New Orleans of almost all of the city’s public housing. The
city announced that the ‘big four’ developments, C.J. Peete, B.W.
Cooper, Lafitte and St. Bernard, would be demolished and made
into privately-owned ‘mixed income’ developments. This decision
has displaced over 4,000 families. According to MIT professor,
John E. Fernandez, who performed an extensive assessment of
all four developments, there was ‘no structural or non-structural
damage that would reasonably warrant any cost-effective building
demolitions…Replacement of these buildings with contemporary
construction would yield buildings of lower quality and shorter
lifetime duration’.”

LA CAN continues to stand in solidarity with low-income
communities in New Orleans and throughout the country. We
stand firm in our demand for no further demolition or privatization
of public housing in New Orleans, in Los Angeles, or any other
community. “Choice Neighborhoods” and other privatization
efforts don’t create choice for low-income residents, they displace
them. These initiatives don’t improve communities for current
public housing residents, they make way for wealthy developers
and new higher income residents to steal our communities. Join
LA CAN’s housing committee and/or Pueblo del Rio tenant
committee to get more information and to take action.
Note: To support their efforts, New Orleans organizers are asking people
to contact HUD Secretary Donavan to demand the rejection of the Choice
Neighborhood grant for Iberville: 202-708-0417, Secretary.Donovan@
hud.gov.

Public housing residents and their allies in New Orleans fought
diligently to prevent this loss of housing and community, including
taking over their units when the government locked them out
post-Katrina, having hundreds of people in City Hall during key
decisions and hundreds more locked out, and numerous other acts
of organized resistance. However, the government and private
capital interests to remove poor and mostly Black residents, and
thereby permanently change the complexion and character of the
City, prevailed. Yet the Iberville public housing community, with
more than 800 apartments, was spared from the initial demolition
plans and was re-opened to former residents and others in need.

Fees in Shelters
LA CAN has been hearing many complaints from community
residents about the policy of Union Rescue Mission (URM)
charging fees for their shelter services. Many residents have
sought assistance from our legal clinic on this issue as well.

LA CAN members traveled to New Orleans last year to build
deeper relationships with our partners, learn more about the most
extreme violations of the human right to housing this country has
seen in decades, and spend time in MayDay’s office in the Iberville.
We met residents still deeply committed to saving their homes,
promoting the right to return for everyone -- especially low-income
and African American residents, and fighting further displacement
and destruction of families and communities. We also couldn’t help
but notice the prime real estate that the Iberville sits on, two blocks
outside the French Quarter, and were surprised it was still standing
and was mostly occupied (although the Housing Authority was
slowly shutting down units, with 300 homes currently vacant).

LA CAN does not believe that shelter providers should charge
a fee for these much needed services. The federal government
does not support this either – in fact, emergency shelter providers that receive federal funds cannot charge a fee. However, not
all of the shelter beds at Union Rescue Mission are funded by
the government and, for those beds, they are allowed to charge
a fee.
There are a few things that people should keep in mind to protect your rights:
1. Not everyone staying at URM is required to pay a fee. Union
Rescue Mission (and EIMAGO, their affiliate) agreed at a public
meeting of the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority Commission to notify participants in writing of whether they are in
a federally-funded FREE shelter bed or whether they are in a
privately-funded bed. If you didn’t receive a notice, you should
ask how your program is funded to find out if you should be
paying a fee.

Now, the Iberville is at imminent risk of demolition, as the City’s
application to HUD’s “Choice Neighborhoods” program has
become a finalist for federal funding. On Saturday, April 23,
2011, residents and allies held a march calling for the Obama
administration to deny the Choice Neighborhoods Grant that would
demolish Iberville, turn the property over to private developers,
create a mixed income community where only 300 of the current
821 public housing units will be rebuilt. LA CAN members joined
in this protest in solidarity and were met with a warm response.
As Sam Jackson from MayDay expressed, “People around the
country don’t know what is still going on in New Orleans – that
the government and these developers just don’t care about us. It’s
important for others to spread the word.”

2. If you do pay a fee for your bed, you are likely protected by
the State’s Transitional Housing Misconduct Act. While emergency and transitional housing residents don’t have full tenant
rights under the law, there are some tenant rights that apply
such as protections against being unfairly evicted from the program. You can get a handout about the Transitional Housing
Misconduct Act at LA CAN.

The march was spirited and intense, with dozens of residents
calling on their neighbors, who were supporting from their porches
and in the park, to join in the fight. A brass band marched with us,
creating a smaller version of a “Second Line.” A Tulane professor

3. If you believe your rights are being violated or you have questions, you can visit LA CAN’s legal clinic on Wednesday nights
at 6:00 pm.
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Perry speaks at
USC, but refuses
to answer
questions from
Skid Row
Residents
On April 9, LA City Councilmember Jan
Perry spoke at the University of Southern
California’s Make Your Mark Conference.
Although there were many students in
suits in attendance for her presentation,
there was also a significant group of Skid
Row residents, who were mainly present
to hold Perry accountable and make sure
she did not continue her long standing
tradition of spreading lies about all of the
“progress” going on in her district. But
that is exactly what happened.
In her speech, Perry spoke for over 30
minutes detailing all the wonderful things
she has done as a public servant of Los
Angeles. She said whether implementing
cutting edge improvements or ensuring
delivery of fundamental services, she is
committed to making positive changes in
the lives of her constituents. She said her
untiring efforts in working with public
agencies and environmental groups has
resulted in major improvements in her district’s operations and infrastructure. Perry
said her success in responding to the district’s needs has been dramatically demonstrated by the increase in trash capture
devices, the resurfacing of streets, repaving roads, and repairing of sidewalks.
And when it came to Skid Row, which is
in her district, she said she has worked so
passionately to improve it – outreaching
to the homeless, fighting for permanent
housing, and working with local agencies
to create programs that truly help those in
need.
She said she built the first year-round
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shelter and went on and on about all the
permanent supportive housing she has
built, and then passed out a six-page brochure that listed every SRO Housing and
Skid Row Housing Trust housing complex
in her district as if she was responsible for
these, although many of these buildings
were up and running before she took office
in 2001. Nevertheless, she wasted no time
taking credit for having something to do
with their existence.
She also said she’s brought more than
90,000 jobs to downtown. Oh, yeah, where
are these jobs, Jan, and who has them? We
still do not see local hiring going on in the
developments downtown. There has been
a construction site going on for over a year
on Main Street, and residents have yet
to see more than one black face working.
And it’s not as if Skid Row residents do
not want to work because the Chrysalis job
resource center is also on Main Street, and
we see black faces at 5am standing in line
out front waiting for work.
Jan is still snoozing in LaLa land. There
haven’t been 90,000 jobs created, and
among those that have been created, we’ve
yet to see many local black residents hired.
And the only outreach Jan has done to the
homeless has been at night, with police
and Central City East Association Red
Shirt patrols moving homeless individuals
out of the community.
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without answering any questions. But the
downtown residents in attendance were
not going to let her off the hook that easy.
As she was exiting, General Dogon of LA
CAN asked, “Hey, Jan, how about answering a couple of questions?”
She responded with an emphatic, “NO! I
know what you are trying to do. You’re
only trying to disrupt this meeting. This
meeting is for them [referring to the USC
students], not for you. If you want to talk
to me, see me outside.”
Skid Row residents then asked her more
about these 90,000 jobs she was talking
about, and pushed her on the fact that
despite local hiring requirements on construction sites, we do not see any community residents working on these projects.
She quickly replied by saying that all the
workers on these projects live within one
mile of the job site and proceeded to race
off. Public local hiring data shows that
this is not the case.
The bottom line is that Jan Perry is our district representative, and it is unacceptable
for her to refuse to answer questions from
her residents about the issues affecting
their lives. She can’t talk about the needs
or successes in the community without
actually talking to residents - not ignoring
or avoiding low-income residents time and
time again.

Her whole presentation was little more
than a resume of her accomplishments - a
resume that was littered with lies and inaccuracies. To counteract these lies, residents
distributed their own resume of Perry’s
accomplishments, entitled “Jan Perry and
the ‘Redevelopment’ of Downtown LA:
Facts and Contradictions that You May
Not Know”. This list highlighted points
that show that Perry endorsed numerous
efforts to ticket, arrest, and, in general,
remove low-income and homeless residents and her blanket support for business
interests and developers.
And after finishing her speech, she gave
the crowd a hollywood wave, thanked
everyone, and then attempted to walk out

While Perry ran out of her USC speech to avoid talking
to her constituents, residents made sure to voice their
frustration with the Councilmember when she took
part in the Skid Row safety walk a few weeks later.

United States District Judge Grants Temporary Restraining Order Against LAPD
to Prevent Illegal Confiscation of Skid Row Residents’ Personal Property
personal belongings and have had medicines, EDARs (portable
tents), clothes, electronics, family portraits and other irreplaceable
items seized and destroyed. These efforts are part of the discriminatory policing in Skid Row that is directly linked to downtown
gentrification efforts.

In April, the Law Offices of Carol Sobel, supported by LA CAN
and the LA Catholic Worker, successfuly obtained a Temporary
Restraining Order against the LAPD’s Central Division in the
United States District Court.
Pending a hearing on a preliminary injunction, Los Angeles, its
agents and employees, are hereby enjoined from doing any of
the following:

The LAPD has a long and sordid history of simply taking and
destroying property from people unfortunate enough to be rendered homeless. The courts, however, over the past few decades
have declared these practices illegal and validated the rights of
homeless Los Angeles residents. Dating back to February 25, 1987
[Bennion v. City of Los Angeles] the courts issued a TRO for this
same behavior. Additionally, on November 5, 2001 [Justin v. City
of Los Angeles] the Honorable Lourdes Baird entered a permanent injunction against the City of Los Angeles for, once again,
this illegal behavior. Lastly, in November 2006 [Richard Noe v.
City of Los Angeles] the Honorable Andrew Guilford approved
a settlement for a class of individuals whose property was taken
and destroyed at Venice Beach.

1. Seizing property in Skid Row absent an objectively reasonable belief that it is abandoned, presents an immediate threat
to public health and safety, or is evidence of a crime, or contraband; and
2. Absent an immediate threat to public health or safety, destruction of said seized property without maintaining it in a
secure location for a period of less than 90 days.
Community residents, organizers and advocates have long decried LAPD’s policy of confiscation and destruction of personal
property in Los Angeles’ skid row community. While not a new
phenomenon, the efforts to seize and destroy property belonging
to homeless persons recently reached another feverish pitch. As a
result residents have been summarily denied the right to possess

Residents and community-based organizations will continue to
fight to protect all human and civil rights and will work to educate the community about this recent court victory.
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Remembering A Quiet Caretaker: Deneva Vye Springer
October 25, 1954 - March 9, 2011

Deneva Vye Springer, a long time community resident, passed away
on March 9, 2011. Deneva worked as a Registered Nurse at Los Angeles
County Hospital for many years. But she will most be remembered for
being a trustworthy friend and loving sister. Despite being considered
by many as quiet, Deneva will also be remembered as someone with a
great sense of humor whom you could turn to for good advice.
Deneva is survived, and will be greatly missed, by Eddie Springer,
Shirley Crockrell, Zhandra Soils, John Dyson, and Oliver Livingston.

In Memory of Lupe Estrada-Najera

Remembering JB: Jacob Bradford

April 20, 1963 - January 15, 2011

November 16, 1954 - April 18, 2011

Lupe was a mother who
struggled through life with
many earthly problems,
but was able to over-come
many of them despite setbacks.
She was the wife of one
of the most outspoken LA
CAN members at the Frontier Hotel, Steve Najera. She
is survived by her brothers, Ernie and Tommy, her
sisters, Irene, Gloria, Terry,
Josie, Carmen and Lucy,
her children, Arlene, Dolores, Louie & Elisa, and
her grandchildren.

Jacob Bradford was a longtime resident of downtown. For many years he lived at the Alexandria
Hotel with two of his sons. JB could always be
seen hanging on Main St., and he loved Skid Row.
He will be missed by many of us in the ‘hood.

She will be missed by many in the community.

TOO CLOSE TO THE STREETS

Remembering Dale Garrett, the person

By BILLY SHAW

Dale Garrett was shot and killed by undercover
LAPD officers on May 10, 2011. While there are still
many questions surrounding his death that need to
be answered, it is crucial to
remember that Dale Garrett
is more than just a victim. He
was a person with a family, a
child to a mother, and a father
to a son.

IM ON MY GRIND TOO CLOSE TO THE STREETS
SAME OLE DAY SAME OLE PEOPLE I MEET
DAY AFTER DAY NIGHT AFTER NIGHT
I HUSTLE AND HUSTLE TILL MY MONEY IS RIGHT
IM GRINDING AND GRINDING TRYING TO MAKE ENDS MEET
SO I STAY ON THE CORNER TOO CLOSE TO THE STREETS
GOTTA MAKE THIS CASH SO EVERYBODY CAN EAT
GOTTA WALK THIS SIDEWALK LIKE A COP ON HIS BEAT
SOME DAYS ARE BETTER THEN OTHERS, SO I CANT COMPLAIN
BUT I CANT GET OVER WHEN IT STARTS TO RAIN
I WANNA LEAVE THESE STREETS, AND STEP UP MY GAME
I WANNA IMPROVE MYSELF, AND CLAIM SOME FAME
IM DOWN FOR THE HUSTLE, AND WHATEVER IT TAKES
I WILL EAT A HAMBURGER, BUT I WOULD RATHER HAVE STEAK
I HAVE DREAMS, AND IDEAS OF A BETTER LIFE
WITH MY LIL SHORTY, WHO IM GONNA MAKE MY WIFE
BUT IN THE MEAN TIME AND IN BETWEEN TIME
I GOTTA WALK THESE STREETS, WITH MY MONEY ON MY MIND
TRYING TO AVOID THE CROOKS AND THE CROOKED COPS
AND I TALK TO THE HOMIES, WHO I HAVE TO GIVE PROPS
AND TO ALL MY LIL HOMIES, WHO CALL ME A G,
YOU ALL GOT LOVE, AND THAT’S COMING FROM ME.

And while we are still learning
more about Dale Garrett the
man, hopefully these photos
of Dale as a younger man lend
some insight into his
humanity.
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LAPD Officers
Shoot and Kill
African-American
Man in Skid Row
Community demands
accountability for the killing of Dale
Garrett by two undercover LAPD
officers
Downtown community residents are
outraged over the killing of Dale Garrett,
who was shot and killed by undercover
LAPD officers on a busy downtown street
in broad daylight on Tuesday, May 10th.
The shooting, which took place around
12:20 pm on the corner of 5th and Spring
St., was witnessed by dozens of local
residents – many of whom have come
forward and shared their eyewitness
accounts with LA CAN. Yet these accounts
do not reflect the stories offered by LAPD,
which have changed a number of times,
raising serious doubts about the integrity
of this shooting and LAPD’s explanation.
For example, shortly after the shooting
at 12:43 pm, the L.A. Times reported the
following: “An undercover Los Angeles
Police Department officer shot and
wounded a suspect who tried to rob him
on a downtown street, [LAPD] officials
said Tuesday.”
However, about two hours later at 2:26
pm, the story changed (from The L.A.
Times):
“But police now say detectives were
walking in the neighborhood when they
saw the 35-year–old suspect cutting
up what appeared to be narcotics. The
suspect, who was armed with a knife,
turned toward the detectives, authorities
said.”
And once again the story changed five
days later on May 15th, when the L.A.
Times printed an official LAPD statement:
“Garrett allegedly offered to sell one of
the officers narcotics and, at some point
during the encounter, threatened to kill the
detective with a 7-inch folding saw.”
These are three entirely different stories
for the same exact incident. Furthermore,
none of the reported descriptions reflect
the eyewitness accounts of at least five
community residents who spoke with
LA CAN. Of these testimonies, not one
witness saw the victim attempt to rob or
brandish a weapon toward the officers.
Also troubling is that the officers were
undercover and not dressed in uniform.
Therefore, it was not initially clear why
they were approaching the victim.
Witnesses have stated that these officers
did not even declare themselves as LAPD
before shooting the victim.
Organized residents, always quick to
respond when police violence is used
against a member of the community,
immediately began searching for answers
upon hearing of the shooting. Yet despite
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numerous requests directly to LAPD by
LA CAN members who live in Skid Row,
information or a statement on the shooting
was denied.
Rather than communicating with
community residents or other vital
stakeholders in the area, LAPD apparently
chose to communicate with various
members of the media, providing them
with their own version of the killing.
It should be noted, however, that at the
time when the spoke with LA CAN, none
of these witnesses had been interviewed
by LAPD, which demonstrates a lack of
a true investigation on this deadly use of
force by LAPD.
After realizing that LAPD was not going to
grant requests for a statement, community
members took it upon themselves to
demand answers and accountability. So,
on May 12th, community members held
a morning press conference on the front
steps of LAPD Central Division. Following
one eye witness who presented his account
of the unjust killing, which directly
countered LAPD versions of the shooting,
community members presented a list of
demands regarding the tragic incident:

Although some witnesses state that Garrett remained
alive after the shooting, an ambulance did not appear
until long after the LAPD arrived...one of the many
aspects of the shooting that doesn’t add up.

1. An immediate written or verbal
statement to the community informing the
public of the details of this incident.
2. Public release of videotape from LAPD’s
camera on 5th and Spring.
3. A public forum to be held to inform
community residents of the circumstances
of this killing and to hear the community’s
response to this incident.
4. A full investigation to be completed,
including documented interviews with eye
witnesses, and the key results presented to
the community.

Continued on page 12

A few days after the killing, two memorials for Dale
Garrett were set up: one at the scene of the shooting
and the other (above) at San Julian Park.

THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE
By Walter Fears
THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE
DO U THINK THAT’S RIGHT?
THAT BROTHER IS YOU & ME, DESCENDANTS OF A SLAVE NATION.
THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE
ALL TO MAKE SURE SAFER CITIES CAN FEEL FREE?
HOW CAN WE FEEL FREE? WHEN THIS IS ME?
POVERTY, DEGRADATION, DRUGS, PRISON.
HOW CAN THIS BE?
THEY PUT OUR GRANDFATHERS ON THE AUCTION BLOCK,
GAVE THEM NOTHING BUT HARD KNOCKS
THEY SHOT MARTIN, MALCOLM, MEDGAR DOWN
LIKE THEY WERE THIEVES IN THE NITE
BECAUSE THEY STOOD UP FOR WHAT’S RIGHT
THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE.
TAKE A LOOK AT THE EVENING NEWS. VIOLENCE
AGAINST US, CAMERAS IN THE STREET, TELEPHONE
TAPPED, READ YO’ MIND WHEN U TAKE A NAP!
THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE!
WE ARE NOT CRIMINALS! WE HAVE A RIGHT TO DEFEND
OURSELVES FROM INJUSTICE! IF THE PIGS HAVE
ALL THE GUNS, THEN WE ARE DEAD B-4 WE GET STARTED.
THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE! THEY SAY
HE WAS A KILLER, A DEALER, A JACK-OF-ALL TRADES
IN THE NAME OF A DOLLAR, SOMEBODY HOLLER!
THEY KILLED ANOTHER BROTHER LAST NITE!
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Community demands accountability
for the killing of Dale Garrett by two
undercover LAPD officers
Continued from page 11

5. An end to the ongoing police violence
and escalated use of force in Central
Division, especially under the Safer Cities
Initiative.
Community residents then walked into
the station and demanded to speak with
Deputy Chief José Perez so that they could
deliver him the demands. They were told
that Deputy Chief Perez was not in the
station, but the members were not phased
and stated that they were not going to
leave until Perez appeared.
LAPD then stated that Perez was off that
day. Community members remained
steadfast, however, and stated they were
not exiting without speaking to someone
of rank. Eventually it was agreed upon
that a group of residents would speak with
Captain Todd Chamberlain.
After a 30 minute meeting in which the
demands were presented, the Captain
agreed to hold a community forum so
residents could be more fully informed as
well as vent their frustrations and feelings
surrounding the killing. He added that

Downtown residents look on as Dale Garrett remains motionless after being shot and killed by undercover LAPD
officers, who opened fire on Garrett in the middle of the day on one of downtown’s busiest corners.

the investigation into the shooting would
take anywhere from 10-12 months. Before
leaving, residents were sure to let the
Captain know that they would continue
to seek answers and that they expect their
demands to be fully met.
Not satisfied with pressuring the local
authorities, residents decided to take their
concerns all the way up to the top of the
LAPD chain by attending the soonest
LAPD Board of Commissioners meeting,
which was held one week after the killing.
This was an opportunity for residents
to speak directly to the individuals that
govern LAPD and its policies.
At that meeting, community members
expanded their list of demands to include:
1.Release of the names and
photographs of the two involved officers.

Community residents gather on the steps of LAPD Central Division for a press
conference and to provide local residents a platform to express their anger.

To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

website
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
become a
fan of la can
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

2. The suspension of these officers during
the course of the investigation.
3. A full investigation to be completed
by an EXTERNAL body, including
documented interviews with eye witnesses,
and the key results presented to the
community.
Stay tuned for more information on this
case as the investigation unfolds. However,
regardless of any investigation, one thing
is clear: The shooting of unarmed men,
particularly African American and other
men of color, has reached a crisis point and
the LAPD is responsible on far too many
occasions.
To become more involved, attend the LA CAN
Civil Rights Committee meetings held every
Monday at 1:00pm at 530 S. Main St.

Residents enter building and demand a meeting with a ranking officer to
deliver a community letter that outlined their demands following the killing.

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
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