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HOUSING WATCH
Huntington Hotel
In December 2011, Legal Aid Foundation of Los
Angeles and Steptoe & Johnson, LLP filed a lawsuit against the owners of the Huntington Hotel
on behalf of displaced tenants and LA CAN. The
lawsuit asserts that the current owners wrongfully
displaced the majority of existing tenants after
they bought the building in September 2010, that
the rents being charged for renovated units are
above the legal limits, and that specific individual
tenants have personal damages for which the
owners are responsible. Because the Huntington
was in the City’s Rent Escrow Account Program
(REAP) for severe code violations, new rental
amounts must be the same as the rental rates
when the building entered the REAP program in
2005. The lawsuit asserts that rents for some units
should be as low as $136 - $180 per month, but the
new owners were trying to rent units at between
$800 and $1,100. If you were displaced from the
Huntington Hotel anytime after September 2010,
you should visit LA CAN immediately. Additionally, if you have tried to rent a unit recently, you
should inform LA CAN of your experience.
Section 8 Advisory Board
There are more than 50,000 Section 8 and Shelter
plus Care tenants in the City of Los Angeles, many
of which are located in Downtown and South Los
Angeles. Yet, unlike public housing tenants, there
is no formal mechanism for providing input and
recommendations to the City’s Housing Authority.
During last year’s Administrative Plan process,
LA CAN members testified that Section 8 tenants should have a formal advisory committee,
similar to the advisory committees in each public
housing community. In January 2012, the Housing Authority established the Section 8 Advisory
Committee and the first meeting was held. Meetings will be held quarterly going forward. One
LA CAN member is on the committee, and will be
providing input gathered from Section 8 tenants in
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LA CAN’s housing committee. If you are interested in joining the formal Advisory Committee,
or joining LA CAN’s housing committee, come to
LA CAN on Mondays at 11:00 am. More voices
are needed on both committees to ensure the Section 8 program meets the needs of tenants, and to
ensure that housing rights are upheld throughout
our communities.
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maintenance needs such as a new water heater.
Tenants organized against these new fees and gave
written and verbal input to Housing Authority
representatives, resulting in many fees being eliminated or reduced in the recently passed policy.
However, not all tenant input was incorporated
into the new policy and more changes are needed.
The Housing Authority has agreed to consider
additional changes, so now is the time for more
tenants to get involved.

Rent Stabilization Ordinance Reforms
As has been reported numerous times in the
Community Connection, there are much-needed
reforms to the City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance
(RSO) that the City Council has refused to address.
Instead of taking action to benefit tenants, the
Council has done nothing – upholding the status
quo that strongly benefits landlords. However, the
reforms recently got a bit of a jumpstart. At the
January 25, 2012 hearing of the City’s Housing and
Community Economic Development Committee,
the committee chair, Councilmember Cardenas,
announced that there would be a task force formed
to make recommendations about needed reforms
to the RSO. The task force will include representatives of both tenants and landlords, including LA
CAN and our partners in the LA Human Right to
Housing Collective, Union de Vecinos and Legal
Aid Foundation of LA. To stay updated or to get
involved, contact LA CAN.

Second, for many years, tenants have been paying their own trash fees and those fees increased
substantially in the past few years. Tenants active
in the LA Human Right to Housing Collective and
their attorneys discovered that the Housing Authority is obligated to include trash in their “utility allowance,” which is actually a discount from
rent based on the amount of utilities you pay and
monthly income. Tenants submitted hundreds of
letters demanding that this issue be addressed and
that their utility allowance be adjusted. In December, the Housing Authority released a notice saying that they would comply and that rents would
go down by $24 beginning in February 2012.
Unfortunately, the Housing Authority did not apply the rent reduction to everyone in February, so
active tenants will be working to ensure it happens
in March. Tenants are also working to ensure that
all tenants get compensated for the years they paid
these trash fees without the rent reduction.

Pueblo del Rio and Public Housing

Tenants are making great progress, but there remains a lot of work to do to ensure that all public
housing tenants have their rights respected and
they can live in stable and healthy communities.
The Pueblo del Rio tenant committee meets on the
2nd Wednesday of every month at 5:30 pm at the
community center in James Slauson Park (53rd
and Compton).

Over the past several months the Pueblo del Rio
tenant committee, in partnership with the LA
Human Right to Housing Collective, has been
working diligently to reduce and eliminate unfair
and illegal fees charged to public housing tenants.
There were two substantial victories in December
2011.

For more information, or to become involved, come to
the LA CAN Housing Committee meetings, held every
Monday at 11am at 530 S. Main St., 90013

First, a revised and improved maintenance fee
policy went into effect. In January 2011, the Housing Authority implemented a new maintenance
fee policy that included charges of $10 for a lost
key, and hundreds of dollars for “wear and tear”

Tenants Win Guest Fees
Campaign

|

Townhall
Meeting

Written by James Porter
Guest fee policies have contributed to the unfair treatment of tenants in downtown hotels for many years. These fees have been
collected in various ways, ranging from security guards pocketing extra income to nonprofits claiming the funds would benefit
the tenants. Over the last six years, LA CAN members have been
organizing against these policies. LA CAN members have always
seen this policy as an unjust fee or, for rent-controlled tenants, an
illegal rent increase.

Join us!
Learn about the campaign to rescind LAPD’s Special
Order 11, a policy directive that infringes on privacy and
civil liberties and legitimizes spying by law enforcement.

Get involved!!

During this time, local residents have organized against and were
successful in getting guest fees eliminated at the Frontier, Rosslyn,
Alexandria, and Cecil Hotels. And, in 2011, residents of buildings owned by Skid Row Housing Trust (SRHT) continued this
fight. Tenants went door to door, asking other residents to join the
campaign by signing a petition to get guest fees removed in SRHT
buildings. In the end, over 180 signatures were collected. Organized residents also met with SRHT management to make their
arguments for removing the fees. As of January 1, 2012, SRHT
has implemented a new policy that not only removes fees, but has
extended visiting hours as well.
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SRHT resident Ruby Sapp had this to say, “I thank LA CAN
and all the residents who were involved because now I can have
guests come over after five and feel at home.”
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La Vivienda en Vela
El Hotel Huntington
En diciembre 2011, la Fundación Legal de Los Angeles y Steptoe & Johnson, LLP presentaron una
demanda contra los dueños del hotel Huntington
en favor de los inquilinos desalojados y LA CAN.
La demanda declara que los dueños indebidamente desalojaron a la mayoría de los inquilinos existentes luego de comprar el edificio en septiembre
2010, que las rentas cobradas por la renovación de
unidades estaban más arriba de los límites legales,
y que algunos inquilinos específicamente sufrieron
daños por los cuales los dueños son responsables.
Ya que el Huntington estaba en el programa de
rentas (REAP) por razón de violaciones severas
a códigos, las cantidades nuevas de rentas tenian
que ser las mismas que las que había cuando el
edificio entró en el programa de REAP en el 2005.
La demanda postula que las rentas en algunas
unidades deben ser tan bajas como $136 - $180
mensuales, pero los nuevos dueños trataron de
alquilar unidades entre $800 y $1,10e0. Si usted fue
desplazado(a) del hotel Huntington en algún momento después de septiembre de 2010, debe visitar
a LA CAN inmediatamente. Adicionalmente, si
ha tratado de alquilar una unidad recientemente,
debe informar a LA CAN de su experiencia.
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mación recopilada de inquilinos bajo la Sección 8
en el Comité de la Vivienda de LA CAN. Si está
interesado(a) en unirse formalmente al Comité de
Asesoramiento de LA CAN, venga a LA CAN los
lunes a las 11:00 a.m. Se necesitan más voces en
ambos comités para asegurar que el programa de
Sección 8 se dirija a las necesidades de los inquilinos, y asegure el que sus derechos sean tomados
en cuenta a través de las comunidades.
Reformas a la ordenanza de estabilización
de la renta
Según se ha reportado numerosas veces en Conexión Comunitaria, hay reformas muy necesarias
a la ordenanza de estabilización de rentas que el
Concejo de la ciudad se ha negado a considerar. En
vez de tomar acción para beneficiar a los inquilinos, el Concejo no ha hecho nada - dejando el statu
quo que fuertemente beneficia a los arrendatarios.
Sin embargo, la reforma recibió recientemente un
poco de aventón. En la audiencia del 25 de enero
del 2012 del Comité de Vivienda y Desarrollo
Económico, el presidente de la comisión, el comisionado Cardenas anunció que habria un grupo
de acción formado para hacer recomendaciones
acerca de las reformas necesarias a la OER (RSO).
El grupo de acción incluirá representantes tanto
de inquilinos como de arrendadores, incluyendo a
LA CAN y nuestros asociados en el colectivo de la
Vivienda como Derecho Humano, Unión de Vecinos y la Fundación de Ayuda Legal de Los Angeles. Para estar altanto o hacerse participe, póngase
en contacto con LA CAN.

|
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como un nuevo calentador de agua. Los inquilinos
se organizaron en contra de estas nuevas cuotas y
dieron testimonio verbal y escrito a los representantes de la Autoridad de la Vivienda, resultando
en que muchas cuotas fueran eliminadas o reducidas en la póliza pasada recientemente. Sin embargo, no toda la información dada por los inquilinos fue incorporada en la nueva póliza y hacen
falta más cambios. La Autoridad de la Vivienda
ha acordado considerar cargos adicionales, así que
ahora es el momento para que más inquilinos se
envuelvan.

Segundo, por muchos años, los inquilinos activos
en el colectivo Vivienda es un Derecho Humano
de Los Angeles han estado pagando cuotas por
la basura y esas cuotas aumentaron substancialmente en los años pasados. Los inquilinos activos
en el colectivo y sus abogados descubrieron que
la Autoridad de la Vivienda de Los Angeles está
obligada a incluir la basura en la “cesión de utilidades.” que es actualmente un descuento de renta
basada en la cantidad de utilidades que se pagan
y el ingreso mensual. Los inquilinos sometieron
cientos de cartas exigiendo que este asunto sea discutido y que la cesión de utilidades sea ajustada.
En diciembre, la Autoridad de la Vivienda publicó
una notificación diciendo que cumplirían y que las
rentas se reducirían en $24 comenzando en febrero
del 2012. Desafortunadamente, la Autoridad de la
Junta de consejeros para la Sección 8
Vivienda no aplicó la reducción de la renta a todo
el mundo en febrero, así que los inquilinos activos
Hay más de 50,000 inquilinos y participantes de la
estarán trabajando para asegurar que ocurra en
Sección 8 y Refugio Adicional en la ciudad de Los
marzo. Los inquilinos tambien están trabajando
Angeles, muchos de los cuales se encuentran en
Pueblo
del
Rio
y
la
vivienda
pública
para asegurar que todos los inquilinos sean comel centro y el sur de Los Angeles, Sin embargo, a
diferencia de los inquilinos de la vivienda pública, Durante los meses pasados, el comité de inquilinos pensados por los años en que pagaron estas cuotas
de la basura sin la reducción de la renta.
no hay un mecanismo formal para proveer inforde Pueblo del Rio, en conjunto con el colectivo La
mación y recomendaciones a la Autoridad de la
Vivienda es un Derecho Humano de Los Angeles, Los inquilinos están haciendo un gran progreso,
Vivienda de Los Angeles. Durante el proceso del
ha estado trabajando diligentemente para reducir
pero aún queda mucho trabajo por hacer para
plan administrativo del año pasado, miembros
y eliminar las cuotas injustas e ilegales cobradas
asegurar que a todos los inquilinos de la vivienda
de LA CAN testificaron que los inquilinos de la
a los inquilinos de vivienda pública. Hubo dos
pública se les respeten sus derechos y que puedan
Sección 8 deberian tener un comité de asesoravictorias sustanciales en diciembre del 2011.
vivir en comunidades estables y saludables. El
miento parecido a los comités de asesoramiento
Primero, entró en efecto una revisión mejorada de comité de vivienda de Pueblo del Rio se reúne el
en cada vivienda pública. En enero del 2012, la
segundo miércoles de cada mes a las 5:30 p.m. en
la poliza de cuotas. En enero del 2011, la AutoriAutoridad de la Vivienda estableció el Comité de
dad de la Vivienda estableció una nueva póliza de el parque James Slauson (53 y Compton).
Asesoramiento para la Sección 8 y la primera junta
mantenimiento que incluia cargos de $10 por una
For more information, or to become involved, come to
se llevó a cabo. Otras juntas se llevarán a cabo cada
llave perdida, y cientos de dólares por mantenthe LA CAN Housing Committee meetings, held every
tres meses en adelante. Un miembro de LA CAN
imiento de necesidades de “uso y desgaste” tales
Monday at 11am at 530 S. Main St., 90013
es parte del comité y estará proveyendo infor-

Los Inquilinos Ganan la
Campaña de Cuotas a Huéspedes

The Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Presents…

Escrito Por: James Porter
Las pólizas de cuotas para huéspedes han contribuido al trato injusto de
los inquilinos en los hoteles del centro por muchos años. Estas cuotas se
han cobrado en varias formas, incluyendo el que los guardias de seguridad
echen al bolsillo ingreso extra hasta organizaciones sin fines de lucro reclamando que los fondos beneficiarian a los inquilinos. Por los últimos 6 años,
miembros de LA CAN se han estado organizando en contra de estas pólizas.
Miembros de LA CAN han visto esta póliza como una cuota injusta, o para
los inquilinos bajo el control de rentas, un aumento ilegal a la renta.

A {(V-Day 2012)} Campaign Event to Help Stop the Violence Against Women & Girls

Durante este tiempo, los residentes locales se han organizado y han sido exitosos en conseguir eliminar las cuotas de huéspedes en los hoteles Frontier,
Rosslyn, Alexandria, y el hotel Cecil. Y en el 2011, los residentes de edificios
de propiedad del Skid Row Housing Trust (SRHT) continuaron esta batalla.
Los inquilinos fueron de puerta en puerta, pidiendo a otros residentes que
se unieran a la campaña firmando una petición para remover las cuotas en
los edificios de SRHT. Al final, se recaudaron más de 180 firmas. Los residentes organizados también se reunieron con los administradores del SRHT
para presentar sus argumentos para la eliminación de las cuotas. Para el 1
de enero del 2012, SRHT ha implementado una nueva póliza que no solo
elimina las cuotas sino que tambien ha extendido las horas de visita.

LOCATION

The Belasco Theatre

1050 S. Hill St.
Los Angeles, CA 90015

La residente Ruby Sapp tuvo esto que decir, “Doy gracias a LA CAN y a
todos los residentes que estuvieron envueltos porque ahora puedo tener
huéspedes después de las cinco y sentirme como en casa.”

For Ticket Information & to R.S.V.P. Please Email:
Media@dwcweb.org or call Debbie at (213) 228-0024
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“This is What a
Police State Looks
Like!”

Over 1,400 LAPD Officers
Raid Occupy LA
written by Bilal Mafundi Ali
Photos by Jared Iorio
Editor’s Note: This article is a continuation of a
previously published article (“VOICES FROM
THE OCCUPATION: WE ARE THE 99%”),
which was published the week Occupy LA
police raid.
On November 30, 2011, more than 200
peaceful protesters inspired by the Occupy Wall Street movement who had been
peacefully camped out at City Hall for two
months found themselves caught in an
operation that involved about 1,400 police
officers. Many of those arrested resisted
passively and were charged with failure to
disperse and other charges.
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa praised the
supposed restraint displayed by officers
and said the operation was an example of
good constitutional policing. He stated, “In
my life I’ve never seen a more professional,
restrained police force in very, very trying
circumstances.” Apparently the Mayor was
attending another raid because the raid
was not restrained. Many of the peaceful arrestees were beaten, including me,
and some were shot by bean bags while

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
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not resisting, including a journalist. Many
witnesses have described how officers took
a heavy-handed approach to arresting the
protesters.
The abuses continued after the arrests. Arrestees were made to sit on buses for nine
hours, with women and men forced to urinate on themselves after being refused access to restrooms by police. Arrestees were
also refused food and water for 12 hours
when they were taken to the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Downtown Metropolitan Detention Center. Pleas by those
arrested to attend to medical issues such as
asthma or injuries were ignored.
Many Occupy LA protesters and their supporters feel that the raid was not just an assault on peaceful protesters, they feel it was
an attack and assault on first amendment
rights under the Constitution of the United
States of America.
Many feel that their rights to peaceably to
assemble and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances have been violated. The State continues to utilize the
police to respond to peaceful protests and
demands for social justice – which makes
us question, are we headed toward a police
state or are we living in one now?
Occupy The Hood L.A. Action Assembly
and Occupy L.A. are demanding that all
charges be dropped against those arrested
during all Occupy L.A.-related activities
and we demand all occupiers still incarcerated be freed now!

Above: An Occupy LA member stands off
with an LAPD officers; Middle: Officers line
surround Occupiers; Bottom: Officers attempt
to remove an Occupier.

Natural, Healthier Alternatives to Dealing with Bed Bugs
Written by Soni Abdel
Essential oils have many uses. Aromatherapy, which includes incense, scented candles, lotions, oils and other bath and body
products, can help to heal the body and ease the spirit. However, they have another function as well: dealing with bed bugs and
other infestations.
How many times have you battled with these same old pests? No matter how much spray, traps, bombs or visits from the exterminator, these creatures seem to be lurking around waiting for the pesticide dust to settle. And even if they do work, they are
often full of poisons and chemicals that can harm you. Included are other helpful uses and characteristics as well.
Here is a list of essential oils that in my experience can help rid your home of unwanted visitors and have other positive impacts.
And, remember, it’s always important to follow instructions on label and dilute when necessary.
CEDARWOOD: Anti-viral, insect repellant that also treats acne, dermatitis, eczema, psoriasis, upper respiratory infections and other skin conditions. CAUTION: Do not use on infants or women during pregnancy.
CITRONELLA: Anti-viral, anti-bacterial and antimicrobial. Kills and repels insects. CAUTION: Do not use on infants or
pregnant women.
BERGAMONT: It is an effective deodorant, treatment of oily skin, acne, digestive problems and upper respiratory infections. An effective insect repellant.
EUCALYPTUS: Powerful antiseptic, anti-infective, astringent and expectorant. Insect repellant, kills roaches, reduces fevers, and most migraine pain subsides.
PEPPERMINT: Effective insect repellant and good for many skin conditions such as ringworm, dermatitis, eczema and in
small doses can ease chicken pox itch. Peppermint helps to stimulate mental agility, concentration and memory.
GERANIUM: Anti-bacterial, insect repellant. A potent healing plant, geranium has been used to treat tumors, gonorrhea,
cholera and bone fractures. When rubbed into the skin, geranium helps with digestive upsets, infections as well as skin
fungus and PMS.
LAVENDER: Anti-bacterial, anti-fungal, antiseptic, calming, natural pain reliever, lowers blood pressure, sedative and
wound healer. Insect repellent and treats insect bites.
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OCCUPY THE
MAYOR’S
MANSION

WE DON’T DE-OCCUPY....
WE MULTIPLY!
written by JoJo and Bilal Mafundi Ali
Photos by Jared Iorio and LA CAN
On January 16, 2012, the day reserved for
honoring the memory and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., 60 people including
Occupy The Hood LA Action Assembly,
LA CAN and Occupy LA radical caucus
joined forces with the mission of “occupying” the Mayor’s mansion in Hancock
Park. This action was focused on bringing
attention to the Mayor’s deceit regarding
the events of the November 30th raid on
the Occupy LA campsite as well as other
demands for social justice in honor of Martin Luther King’s legacy.
The “Reclaiming the Legacy” occupation
began with a 7:00 AM rally at the Purple
Line station on Wilshire and Western. The
group then proceeded with a march down
Wilshire Blvd. to the front of Mayor Villaraigosa’s residence. A tent representing
the occupy movement was placed in front
of the mansion, there were spirited chants,
and a statement was read outlining the
demands: 1) Place a one-year moratorium
on home foreclosures; 2) Enact a one-year,
city-wide rent freeze; 3) Drop all charges
against those arrested during the November 30th raid on the Occupy LA campsite;
and 4) End the Skid Row Safer Cities
Initiative.
The Mayor was at his residence when the
occupation started, and he attempted to
sneak out the back entrance instead of
addressing or being accountable to his
constituents. But the occupiers met him
at the rear of the mansion as he snuck into
his car, and began shouting demands at

him. The mayor burned rubber away the
occupers – again showing his cowardice at
facing those who criticize him. As one occupier said, “My favorite quote from Martin Luther King, Jr. is ‘Freedom is never
voluntarily given by the oppressor, it must
be demanded by the oppressed.’ Which is
exactly what we are doing and will continue to do.”
The following is the collective statement
read to the Mayor by the occupiers:
“We, the People, hope that the supposedly
liberal Mayor Villaraigosa will learn today
from the memory of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. who, unlike our Mayor, never
wavered from his commitment to civil
rights. In deference to Martin Luther King,
we are here today to demand from Mayor
Villaragoisa a one year moratorium on all
foreclosures and a citywide moratorium
on rent hikes. We demand an end to the
Safer Cities Initiative, which has criminalized homelessness on Skid Row and punished a predominantly poverty-stricken
African-American population in order
to gentrify the downtown area, moving
out residents to make way for corporations and development contractors in the
pocket of City Council. We demand that
all charges against our brothers and sisters

Above: Members of Occupy LA transport a
tent to the Mayor’s Mansion; Below: Occupy
the Hood and LA CAN Members raise a fist
for the people

arrested by the LAPD as they protested
with the Occupy movement be dropped.
They, like Martin Luther King, stood up
for their right to exercise the First Amendment and challenge unjust and punitive
laws with nonviolent civil disobedience. As
you remember King’s legacy today, Mayor
Villaraigosa, we remind you his legacy
lives on, and that you, as Mayor, have the
choice to either acknowledge this unjust
system by working to change it - or being
condemned to repeat it in order to advance
your own personal ambitions. We believe
that it is not too late to change, and that the
path forged by Martin Luther King is still
open to those who are brave and strong
enough to take it.”

Word in the Hood

As an African American living in Skid Row, how has your life changed
since Barack Obama became President?
“My life hasn’t changed. I
see the Black image of him
being President is good, but
I haven’t gotten nothing out
of it.”

Mary

Ray

“Since Obama has been
President I’ve seen change.
I’ve seen opportunities that
weren’t here before. But
there’s still a lot of police
oppression in society.”
“Hell no, my life has not
changed! He hasn’t been in
office long enough for the
fruits of a Black President to
reach us poor Black folks here
in the bottoms of Skid Row.”

“Yes, my life has changed.
The extension of his unemployment bill has given me
enough time to get a job and
pay my bills.”

Twin
5
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Making Black History Every Day
Written by Deborah Burton
Black History is an annual, federally recognized, nation-wide
celebration that provides the opportunity for all Americans to reflect on the significant role that African-Americans have played in
shaping U.S. history. Black History Month, which began in 1976,
grew out of the Negro History Week and was the brainchild of
noted Carter G. Woodson, who launched the week in the second
week of February 1926 between the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. In the same way we recognized Black
August, a month-long celebration also honoring Black people and
events that have contributed to the freedom and liberation of African people.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
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celebrate local organizations that are working with residents,
students, advocates, and lawyers fighting for many social changes
today. We honor our past, and we look forward to the future, to
make it a better tomorrow. We give a big great cheer for those still
in the struggle. So I say to all, still in the struggle, lace up your
boots and walk tall. Walk tall.

But it’s important to remember that Black History Month is not
only about remembering the past and honoring our well-known
leaders. It’s also about being aware that the struggles we honor
continue to this very day. Remember, you don’t know where
you’re going unless you remember where you’ve been. Our fight
is not over: Black History is still being made today. Our fight for
freedom, equal opportunity, and basic Human Rights (housing,
jobs, and healthcare) is still fought each and every day.
Left: Deborah Burton addressing the audience after receiving the “Fight the
Power”Award at the Freedom Now Book Release Event at the Grammy
Museum on January 15, 2012.

The number of African-Americans incarcerated each year in proportion to our numbers is staggering. The number of homeless
people grows every day. So, while both Black History and Black
August Month are important and should be celebrated, the struggle continues.

Right: Noted African-American scholar Dr. Carter Woodson, who was one
of the first academics to study African-American history. A founder of the
Journal of Negro History, Dr. Woodson launched Negro History Week in
1926, which later evolved into Black History Month. Woodson has often
been cited as the father of black history.

So, in addition to celebrating past heroes and movements, let us

'For a Revolutionary Black
History Month'
Written by Mumia Abu-Jamal, [col. writ. 1/21/12] (c) ‘12 M. A. Jamal]

Editor’s Note: This article, reprinted in the Community Connection,
originally appeared online on January 21, 2012.
As we once again approach February, the papers and TV stations
will feature programming that shows more Black faces than usual.
Some will show movies, some documentaries and some will feature history in celebration of Black History Month. Undoubtedly,
Martin Luther King Jr's epic "March on Washington" speech will
be sampled, its grainy, black and white videotape the very symbol
of a bygone era, and it's key catchphrase....Thank God Almighty,
we're free at last!" ~ a haunting and ironic mockery of the realstate of most of Black America. One tape that invariably will not
be shown is one of the final press conferences of the nation's first
(and perhaps only) Black U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood
Marshall, aged and ill, yet with the presence of mind to announce,
"I'm still not free."

Supporters Johanna Fernandez and Heidi Boghosian with Mumia during his second
contact visit in over 30 years, since his transfer to General Population on January 27.

onward to Revolution. The point? People make history, by mass
movements, often ones which go faster and further than the
leaders want. And masses make and sustain revolutions - often
against 'leaders' whose every instinct is to betray them. In a forward to one of the many editions of Black Jacobins, James reminds
us, "...that it was the slaves who had made the Revolution. Many
of the slave leaders to the end were unable to read or write."
(James, xvi) But they sure knew how to fight.

For millions of Black Americans, this Black History Month, while
perhaps rich in symbol, comes amidst the greatest loss of collective assets in our history, crippling joblessness, haunting home
foreclosures, public schools that perform more mis-education
than education, rabid police terrorism and perhaps the highest
Black incarceration rates in U.S. history, and all that entails. That
we have Black History Month at all is due to the Black Freedom
Movements of the '60's, and the dogged persistence of Black Historian, Carter G. Woodson, who began his efforts with Negro History Week, back in the 1920's! Yet, it begins, as do all struggles for
progress, with the Movement. If Black mothers and grandmothers,
and later Black schoolchildren, didn't follow King, we wouldn't
know his name, except perhaps as an Historical footnote. For,
without followers, there is no movement - and thus no progress.

Africans, by the tens of thousands, broke their chains, and though
penniless, hungry, and scarred by the ravages of bondage, found
weapons and the will to fight for freedom against the defenders
of slavery: France, Britain, and Spain. They beat them all, because
their hunger for freedom was greater than anything. ANYTHING.
And by so doing they changed world history. They shattered
French dreams of an American Empire; and enabled the U.S. to
double in size after its purchase of Louisiana from Napoleon. They
also did what no 'slave' army had ever done in modern or ancient
history. They defeated an empire. That is Revolutionary Black
History---and it deserves to be remembered during Black History
Month.
Mumia Abu-Jamal is a an activist, writer, and political prisoner who
has been incarcerated since 1981 for the murder of a Philadelphia police
officer. Despite copious amounts of evidence suggesting his innocence,
Abu-Jamal lived in solitary confinement on Death Row for three decades until December 7, 2011 - when the Philadelphia District Attorney
announced that prosecutors would no longer seek the detath penalty for
Abu-Jamal.

The late, great Marxist Revolutionary historian, C.L. R. James, in
his finest work, Black Jacobins, a History of the Haitian Revolution, illustrates how the leadership - including Gen. Toussaint
L'Ouverture - tried repeatedly to betray the Revolution, only to
face two immovable forces -the racist recalcitrance of the French
government of Napoleon (who wanted to restore
slavery), and the militancy of the Black soldiers, who pushed
6
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Operation Skid Row and
Freedom Now!
A daylong celebration of human
rights, community organizing, and
grassroots power
Written by Steve Diaz
Photos by Nicholas Dahmann
On Sunday, January 15, 2012, the Los Angeles Community Action
Network hosted two historic events.
The first was the release of the new book, Freedom Now! The
Struggles for the Human Right to Housing in Los Angeles and Beyond,
at a two-hour event at the Grammy Museum. LA CAN members
joined forces with artist-activist Chuck D of Public Enemy, and
scholar-activists such as Gaye Theresa Johnson, George Lipsitz,
Christina Heatherton and Jordan T. Camp, to present LA CAN’s
fight for the human right to housing to more than 150 people in attendance. LA CAN also presented three Freedom Now awards to
outstanding contributors to our work: Deborah Burton, longtime
LA CAN member and organizer; Ruthie Gilmore, scholar-activist;
and John Raphling, criminal defense and human rights attorney.

Clockwise from top: Freedom Now Editors Jordan Camp and Christina
Heatherton address the audience; Dr. Gaye Theresa Johnson speaks about
her contribution to the book; Pete White and a panel of Freedom Now contributors take question++s from media; the Skidroplayas playing in front
of hundreds on Gladys St. ; Skid Row Flowin’ energizes the room with his
powerful delivery; Flavor Flav and Public Enemy “shut ‘em down”

The four-hour-plus festival went off without a hitch, with all attendees treating each other with love and respect – truly reflecting
the human rights spirit of the event. Other speakers and performers, both “famous” and local, included Egyptian Lover, Skid Row
Flowin’, Yo-Yo, Lady of Rage, Kid Frost, X-Clan, Free Style Fellowship, Uncle bean, Crushow, the Skidroplayas, Michael Key,
Herman Jones, and others.

Inspired by his participation in the production of Freedom Now!,
Chuck D wanted to ensure his commitment was felt by all Skid
Row residents. Therefore, the Operation Skid Row Street Festival
followed the Grammy Museum event, taking place from 1:30 –
5:30 pm on Gladys Street. LA CAN, Chuck D and Public Enemy,
and many other artists and Skid Row community members and
activists brought attention to human rights struggles in downtown
Los Angeles’ Skid Row with an uplifting and empowering program.

The Skid Row community and many other visitors were inspired
by the festival. “It was amazing to see people that I’ve admired
my entire life come to stand with us - with the people,” said Adam
Rice, who was in attendance.

In an effort to “FIGHT THE POWER”, the festival was intended
to highlight social and economic injustices that have historically
plagued the Skid Row community, as well as the residents organizing to fight and reverse these injustices. On the eve of Martin
Luther King’s birthday, event co-host Chuck D told the crowd,
“This day of action will promote the human right to housing and
reinforce the hip hop community’s responsibility to social justice
causes.” He then gathered his Public Enemy comrades and played
a short set – live and free, direct from Skid Row!

Although LAPD made many claims to the press that permits had
not been secured (they had) and they would not allow any musical
performances as part of the festival, officers patrolling the festival
generally stayed to themselves and did not interrupt the program.
LA CAN produced the event, with assistance from other community partners, and we were confident that it would be logistically
smooth, peaceful, and legal. For once, LAPD seemed to agree.
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LA County
Should “Realign”
with the People,
Not Expand the
Police State
Written by Kevin Michael Key
On January 24, 2012, over two hundred
community members showed an enthusiastic display of opposition to the Board
of Supervisors and Sheriff’s Department’s
proposal to expand LA County’s jails.
They also presented a petition with 1,000
signatures of people against any new jails.
After noting much community pressure,
the Supervisors immediately backed down
from the $1.4 billion dollar expansion plan
that Sheriff Baca proposed in October.
Unfortunately, though, the Supervisors
did not decide to withdraw the county’s
application for state AB 900 Phase 2 jail
construction funding, but they did slow the
pace on the commissioning of a $5.7 million
report on possible jail expansion. Sheriff
Baca’s expansion plan was promoted as
part of LA County’s response to Governor
Jerry Brown’s controversial State Prison to
County Jail “Realignment.”
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injury and aggravation of their medical
conditions due to severe prison overcrowding. Conditions were so bad that at one
hearing it was determined that a prisoner
needlessly died every 5-7 days. Decades
of hearings, consent decrees and the appointment of a Special Master all failed
to remedy these unconscionable harms.
Finally, a Federal Court Three Judge Panel
and then the US Supreme Court held that
conditions in California’s prisons violated
the 8th Amendment ban against “cruel and
unusual punishment.” The Court ordered
California to reduce the number of people
in State prison.
Rather than looking at the numerous safe,
humane ways to reduce the number of
people being locked in cages by the State,
Governor Jerry Brown opted to “Realign”
the status of designated non-violent felons so that they can be housed in the local
county jail system instead of State prsion.
The plan is both ill-conceived and underfunded. Under Brown’s plan, each County
has to come up with their own plan to deal
with the increased number of people in
their custody. While the plan was pushed
through claiming that it would be used
to expand county drug treatment, mental
health, and re-entry services, Los Angeles
and at least 19 other counties are instead
seeking to build new jails. Los Angeles
County is already home to the world’s largest county jail system.

“Realignment” is the State of California’s
response to the US Supreme Court’s ruling in Plata and Coleman v Brown, a
class action lawsuit brought on behalf of
California inmates who suffered further

With all of its flaws, realignment gives us
an opportunity to create a new paradigm
for dealing with the creation of a safer
city. The hysterical fear-mongering from
law enforcement and politicians no longer

Roll Over Boy
Scouts, Here
Comes Black
Men and Boys!

studied many documentaries on topics like
kids with parents in custody and youth living in foster homes. I learned how to make
a genogram of my family roots that, among
other things, helped me learn about and
show the socio-political situation of my
ancestors. We have talked about street life
versus formal education, and opportunities
for a Black man in general. LA BMB has
studied and discussed religion, politics, science, and other topics - all in relation to the
Black man in ameri-kkk-a. What I really
like is that there is some of everybody from
everywhere at our table. There’s Black
preachers, doctors, USC professors, lawyers, salesman, minimum wage workers,
students, ex-gang members, organizers,
homeless men, and the list goes on.

Written by General Dogon
Around the nation, Black men and boys are
doing something that has not been done
in generations -- unifying themselves and
fighting back with a 2025 campaign to restructure and organize themselves to build
a vibrant Black political force.
The 2025 Campaign for Black Men and
Boys (BMB) is a national collaborative effort of several organizations and individuals. The mission of the 2025 campaign is to
collaboratively develop and implement an
initiative for the educational, social, emotional, physical, spiritual, political, economic development, and empowerment of
Black men and boys in the United States.
I’ve been a member of the BMB local impact committee in Los Angeles for over a
year now. The reason I joined is because I
wanted to do something right now to address the Katrina-like situation throughout
the country that we find ourselves facing in
2012. I also want to set an example and be
a role model for other brothers in my community.
Since I’ve been a part of LA BMB, we have

The national 2025 Campaign for Black
Men and Boys published a book entitled
“WE DREAM A WORLD.” When I read
this book it made me both mad and sad,
depressed but yet hopeful. The reason
why I say that is because the book gives
Black statistics from the cradle to the grave.
These outline the dire circumstances for
Black males living in a society with substantial institutional and individual racism
remaining, although many would prefer to
focus on a supposed “post-racial” world.
The stats that we all should be aware of
include:
•Black boys are more likely to attend
schools that are under-resourced and performing poorly;
•Black boys are three times more likely to
be suspended from school than whites;
8
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fools anyone in a city whose crime rate has
been dropping steadily for 9 years even as
its unemployment rate is more than 14%.
Throughout the Board of Supervisors meeting, LA residents asked why reports from
the Vera Institute of Justice, the ACLU of
Southern California, and Youth Justice Coalition on how to solve LA’s notorious jail
conditions and overcrowding have been
ignored by the Sheriff’s Department.
Californians United for a Responsible
Budget (CURB), LA CAN, Critical Resistance LA, the Youth Justice Coalition, and
more than a dozen progressive community
organizations are calling upon the Board to
realign “Realignment.” We will continue to
monitor and oppose any expansion of the
LA County Jail system and demand that
our resources go to programs that make
our communities stronger and healthier.
David Chavez of Critical Resistance and
the Youth Justice Coalition said, “While the
Board voted against the voices of the people today, it is also clear that people are not
going to back down from their demands
that resources go toward reentry services,
educating residents of this city, toward
healthcare, toward jobs and housing, not
toward locking them up. We will certainly
be back, and I am sure we will be back
even stronger.”
To join CURB in creating a “Budget for Humanity” and continuing the fight against
any new jails, the local CURB coalition
meets every Sunday at 5 pm at Chuco’s
Justice Center, located at 1137 E. Redondo
Blvd. on the border between South Central
L.A. and Inglewood.
•Black boys are 2.5 times less likely to be
enrolled in gifted and talented programs
even if their scores meet the requirements;
•Black males are less likely to find a job
than whites with less education;
•Black males earn less than white peers at
every educational level;
•Black men are less likely to have health
insurance;
•Black men and boys are most likely to
experience stress that leads to poor mental
health;
•Black men and boys have more exposure
to violence, both as victims and witnesses;
and
•Black men and boys experience more arrests, harsher and longer punishment than
anybody else.
When all is said and done and the smoke
has cleared, the Black man is left with the
biggest impacts and loss in our unequal
and unjust society. Since being with LA
BMB, I now have a much deeper understanding - an overstanding - as to why
we’re in the situation we find ourselves
in today. This is the part that makes me
hopeful. When we fully understand our
problems and the structures that contribute
to them, then we can make fundamental
change. We are not studying these problems as victims, but as active agents of
change. We are making history – yesterday, today, and tomorrow – and we will
fight until we see justice.
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It’s only my
opinion, but...
written by al sabo
It’s only my opinon, but...
STREETCARS: There are plenty of reasons why streetcars disappeared from LA
more than fifty years ago. So why now?
Most likely because several of our council
members sold the city down the drain once
again to their business developer cronies.
DONALD STERLING: Wow! The Clippers are playing great, but will it last? With
Sterling’s track record and Chris Paul and
Blake Griffin becoming free agents in one
year, only Sterling can find a way to screw
this up, and he will!
PUBLIC EDUCATION: Previously I
warned you of how the 1%ers in concert
with the Republicans (e.g. Prop 13) were
systematically trying to destroy public
education. Well it’s already happening in
Chester, PA, a predominantly black school
district. First, the Republican governor cut
$900 million from public education. Then
he took 45% of the remaining budget and
gave it to two under-performing charter
schools. These actions bankrupted the pub-

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

lic schools. Believe it or not, the teachers in
the district are working without pay. This
is how Republicans and the wealthy plan to
keep your children enslaved, uneducated,
and servicing them.
ARE THEY REALLY DEMOCRATS?: Jan
Perry, Eric Garcetti, Bernard Parks, and
Tony Cardenas campaign as Democrats,
but continuously vote down measures
that would benefit many, yet stand firmly
behind billion dollar projects that primarily
benefit their wealthy friends and donors.
TOO MANY COPS: You can’t arrest your
way out of crime. Skid Row, despite an
over-saturation of police in the area, was
one of the only areas in the city where
crime actually rose. The way to end crime
in Skid Row is to build low income affordable housing for all. When everyone has a
safe place to live, the streets will be safer.
POLICE UNDER OATH: Show me a cop
who hasn’t lied under oath in a court of
law and I’ll show you an honest man. I’ve
been looking for one for a number of years
and I’m still looking. If you have your own
story of how a cop lied under oath against
you or your friend, send your story to me
c/o the Community Connection.
STOP POLICE STATE NOW!: Initially
SCI, the so-called Safer Cities Initiative,

The Politics of
Redistricting

The concepts of redistricting are: 1) Population: each district must have the same number of residents; 2) Contiguity: each district
must be one continuous shape without any
“land islands”; 3) Compactness: each district
needs to be drawn in compact shapes (of
which there is no generally accepted method
of measurements); and 4) Racial fairness (the
15th Amendment has been the cornerstone of
defining these parameters). Commonly used
demographics in redistricting are total population, voting age population, age, race, income,
percent of college graduates, and percent of
homeowners. There are also political variables
used including presidential and gubernatorial
voting rates, district lines for county and other
local jurisdictions, and location of incumbents.
This redistricting process is supposed to provide an opportunity to preserve so-called communities of interest, secure monies for services
(police, fire and rescue, parks, jobs, transportation), and improve the overall quality of life
for the community. Yet, redistricting is just as
much about politicians selecting voters as it is
about voters’ ability to choose candidates during elections. The actual drawing of
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turned Skid Row into a police state. Since
then SCI branched out to be employed in
Venice Beach, Hollywood, and MacArthur
Park. End SCI now before your personal
liberties are gone too. The SCI is a virus
that keeps spreading.
HOMICIDE BY SHERIFF: In Florida, a
man while in custody was pepper sprayed
to death. The coroner ruled his death a
homicide, but the Sheriff’s Review Board
ruled that the sheriff’s act was justified.
How can you say justified? The man’s body
was so toxic due to the pepper spray that
the coroner couldn’t initially perform an
autopsy because the body was too toxic. It
happens here too in our jails, especially the
mistreatment of the mentally ill.
HIS WORDS STILL RESONATE: Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.’s words gave us
a vision of what could be and what should
be. We’re not there yet, but if we keep believing and spreading his wisdom, someday we may still get there.
ONE MAN TEAM?: Without Chris Paul
the Clippers look like, well, the Clippers.
JERRY BROWN: When did he become a
Republican?
These are only my personal opinions. If you want to agree
with or counter these positions, send your comments to
The Community Connection, Attn: Al Sabo

that will guarantee the desired electoral results
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Written by Walter Fears
Every 10 years, the boundaries of the 15
Los Angeles City Council Districts have to
be redrawn and that process is currently in
progress. The City Charter requires that the
18 elected officials of Los Angeles (Mayor, 15
Councilmembers, City Attorney, City Controller) select a redistricting commission to
“advise” the City Council on the drawing of
district lines. It has been reported that during the current redistricting process the 9th
District has to shrink (lose 8,500 residents)
and the 14th District has to grow (add 20,000
residents).
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Left: A map of the current City Council District lines that divide Skid Row; Right: A photo of the proposed changes, which would make all of Skid Row part of District 14.

can create clear political winners and losers,
similar to the competition among political
parties as a component of the current political
system.

for a particular party. It also is used to help
or hinder a particular demographic, such as
political, racial, linguistic, religious, or class/
income groups.

Legislators try to protect themselves and their
party because it is in their best interest to ensure that a re-drawn district serves as a vehicle
to re-elect him or her. By creating “geographic
oddities,” such as jagged edges or skinny extensions, districts can be drawn to ensure the
constituency of choice is included or excluded.
This was seen over the past ten years in the
way Downtown Los Angeles was split between the 1st District (City West, Chinatown),
9th District (City Hall, Little Tokyo, most of
Central City East/Skid Row, and South Park),
and the 14th District (Historic Core, Industrial
District, the eastern edge of downtown, and
parts of Skid Row).

These complicated redistricting plans and
processes have often circumvented the sentiments of the community by focusing solely
on extending one group of voters to capture
new seats or concentrating the opposition’s
voters in a few conceded districts. The results
historically have been that racial minorities,
low-income commnities, or other groups are
left without strong representation or power.
Although many changes have been made over
the years to ensure racial equity in redistricting, challenges remain.

This is how for decades politicians have improved their chances for re-election, or for the
continued election of members of their political party. The practice (often called gerrymandering) attempts to establish a political advantage for a particular group by manipulating
geographic boundaries to establish districts

9

In late January, the Redistricting Commission released its proposal for new districts. If
it were to be approved as is, all of Skid Row
(along with most of downtown) would become part of Council District 14, as opposed
to the current split between CD 9 and CD 14.
The public now has about a month to comment on these changes before the new plan
is finalized. To find out about the next public
meeting, call (213) 922 - 7740.
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Films for the People

Local resident and film buff Esther Alejandro shares some of her favorite films and discusses them within the context of Skid Row.

The Vernon Johns Story: The Road to Freedom
Starring: James Earl Jones, Mary Alice
Director: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
It is 1948 and Dr. Vernon Johns has been invited to become the spiritual leader of Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church in Montgomery, Alabama. From the outset, he was outspoken against injustice and was strongly
opposed to segregation. He would read in the papers about attacks against residents of the community and
targeted his Sunday messages around these events. He was not afraid to announce his messages on the board
outside the church. Mostly, it would show what incidents of abuse, or at times murder, had been the news of
the previous week.
Dr. Johns observed that African American people would purchase their goods in stores of White owners. He
began to suggest to the parishioners that while they were prejudiced against them as people, they were not
prejudiced where the money was concerned. He sought to inspire the church to become independent of the
White folk; that is, they should grow their own produce. He also would encourage others to board the bus
on the front. When a church member got raped by a police officer, he went with her to make a police report.
Eventually, because of his courage, refusal to budge, and the backlash the church was getting on account of his bravery, he was asked to
tender his resignation. The directors were convinced that Dr. Johns was a “troublemaker,” and even his family was at risk of attack by
members of the White community.
Interestingly, however, his replacement turned out to be none other than Martin Luther King, Jr., 24 years of age at the time. Since Dr.
Johns was asked to brief King regarding the nature of the work at the church, he lost no opportunity to instill in him the urgency of civil
rights for the African-American community in Alabama.
Skid Row is still a place where police abuse (not unlike Alabama) is rampant. When people get stopped by police, when people get citations
for whatever the cause may be, when people cannot live in proper and decent housing, the realities of Skid Row today are not too much
different from the 1950s South. When a woman cannot find redress from the police when being harassed and intimidated by a man, when
poor and Black people cannot be on public sidewalks without constant intimidation, there is no justice with those whose motto is “To
protect and to serve.”

Freedom Riders

PBS documentary
Filmmaker: Stanley Nelson

In 1961, the phenomenon of segregation was still strong all over the United States. It continued to be firmly
entrenched in society. At the time, the Kennedy Administration seemed to be first and foremost interested
in foreign affairs, remaining indifferent or unconcerned about the firm enforcement of segregation policies
at home. At this point in time, a group of concerned college students, some of whom were the first in their
families to attend, purchased a ticket on Greyhound buses bound to the Deep South. They were determined to
run the risk, do whatever it took, to make change. They named themselves the Freedom Riders.
In the process they encountered violence that manifested itself in physical attacks against the riders, whether
they were African Americans or White, who were savagely kicked, punched, or otherwise beaten. Some lost
their life as a result of the beatings. Soon others began to follow in the footsteps of these Freedom Riders even
while aware of the possible outcome. At one point a group of Riders had taken refuge in a church fearing
attacks from a rioting mass of people throwing rocks and shouting invectives at them. Finally, the state of siege
for the Riders became an emergency and the National Guard was sent to disperse the attackers. Unfortunately, some of the Riders were
arrested and placed in jail, but eventually the attacks ended even though the animosity did not.
This movie also invokes comparisons to Skid Row, South LA and other communities of color fighting for justice. Civil rights of community
members continue to be violated. There is no letup by the police in bringing trumped-up charges against residents, often not even being
treated as human beings. There is an insistent denial of the human right to housing, especially among those who need it the most. It is time to
become Freedom Dwellers. It is time to continue to claim the land for those who have occupied it for so long, and take it away from those who
consider the homeless folk “disposable.” Just like the Freedom Riders, we need to continue to address these issues until we can get the U.S.
government to take action. IT IS HIGH TIME THEY DID!

The Prime Directive
Written by Billy Shaw

As Co-Creators with the Creator, we are here as spiritual explorers within creation - given the purpose and
will and creativity to explore creation in all its manifestations and glory. The prime directive, and our purpose, is to imbue the visible manifestation of life with
our spiritual consciousness, so that the process of the
manifested creation will continually evolve and eventually transform into divine light. By our constant interaction and friction with matter, we raise the vibration
of consciousness in matter to a degree, until all matter
eventually evolves and becomes individual beings of
independent light in and unto itself, reflecting and repeating the osmosis of creation, again and again, into
eternity. Life in creation will continue to manifest itself
relatively to our direct, and indirect, involvement and
knowingly, and unknowingly, in evolution, because
this is the will of the prime directive of the first cause.
10
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On December 21, 2011, residents, local organizations, such such as SRO, Hippie Kitchen, Skid Row Housing Trust,
and the Midnight Mission gathered at the James Wood Community Center for National Homeless Persons’ Memorial
Day, an opportunity to remember all those who passed away in the Skid Row Community in 2011. We take this space
to honor the lives of all those who were mourned and celebrated on that day.
Adrian Rodger
Norman Washington
Byron Matthews
Vetia Richardson
Bernice Garcia
Shawn Begin
Arne Torget
Yvonne Kolley
Miriam Hurst
Conrad Robinson
Anthony Barkley
Gregory Dill
Michael Johnson
Shawn Begin
Evette March
Michael Miller
Israel Sanchez (Michelle)
Robert James
George Lakota
Jay Garciduenas

James “Jim” Torget
Victoria Magdziak
Carolyn Williams
Heather Ballogg
John Dick
Willis Daniels
Robert House
Kenneth Hardin
Williams Cummings
Deneva Springer
Esteban Guevara
Lloyd Harris
Patricia Welch
Leroy Patterson
Courtney Morrow
Leroy Clay
Sylvia Ballard
Jacqueline Walton
Frederick B. Simon
Segundo Burns
Rosemary Gatewood

Shirley English
Lawrence Harvey
Otis Adams
Birlean Boulden
Conelia Holguin
Paula Upton
Michael Cooksey
Tanya Hollins
“Hurricane”
Smokey
Paul Gross
Ray Nash
Jackie Stroud
Jacob Bradford
Dale Garrett
Pat Heffron
Rogelio Vasquez
Reggie Jones
Charles Ricks
“Peewee”
Don Kemen

Community Crossword

Tasha Brigham
Alfredo (el flaco)
Pat Welch
Wade
Queen Rosemary
Gatewood
Toney Barkley
Father Maurice Chase
John Alden
Tracy Hickson
John Halfenberg
Russell Bounds
Rebecca Castruita
Kenneth Tatum
Johnnie Blake
Rudolfo Ramirez
George Givens
Kevin Tarango
Sandra Taylor
Henry Irvin
Jesse Dowd

Charles Ricks
Brian Evans
Donald Edwards
Reginald Jones
Darryl Glenn
Gwendolyn Moore
Darryl Manning
Melvin Wright
Paula LeDuc
LaFyape Cobbs
Tasha Barrett
Carl Smoke
Nancy
Nicholas Search
Pat Welch
Rocky Lee
...and all those who
crossed our paths who
weren’t named.

HINT: Many of the words in this month’s Community Crossword can
be found in the articles of this edition of the Community Connection.

Across
3. The street festival held on Gladys St. in order to bring
attention to human rights struggles in Skid Row
4. __________ 11 - A policy directive that infringes on
privacy and civil liberties and legitimizes spying by law
enforcement
5. Housing organization that recently dropped its guest
fees policy due to organizing campaign by residents
6. Justice ___________ - A term used to describe the State
of California’s response to the US Supreme Court’s ruling
brought on behalf of CA inmates who suffered further
injury and aggravation of their medical conditions due to
severe prison overcrowding
8. The LA City Councilmember who would be representing all of Skid Row under the proposed redistricting plan
11. Civil Rights activists who rode interstate buses into
the segregated southern U.S. to test an earlier Supreme
Court ruling that banned racial discrimination in interstate travel
13. The new book featuring the photos and voices of dozens of LA CAN members and allies that documents the
emerging struggles for housing as a human right in LA
and beyond
14. Former LAPD station that was recently “reclaimed”
by the LA Human Right to Housing Collective

Down
1. A.K.A. Historic Core BID Ambassadors - who are only legally allowed to observe and
report; and, therefore, NOT allowed to ask local residents for their IDs
2. The process by which LA’s 15 City Council districts are redrawn every decade
7. The activist and scholar who was recently moved to the general prision population
after being on death row for 30 years
9. A neighborhood-based autonomous committee within the larger Occupy Movement
10. The female hip hop pioneer was a protege of Ice Cube and who also performed on
Gladys St. in January during __________ (Answer to #3 Across)
12. ______ Gilmore - An outspoken activist and scholar who co-founded Critical Resistance, an organization that works to dismantle the prison-industrical complex, and who
was honored by LA CAN this past January for her work
13. _______ Douglass - actvist and writer who became a leader of the abolitionist movement, co-founded the North Star newspaer, and whose birthday is celebrated in
February

11

15. She led more than 300 slaves to freedom via the
_____________ (Answer to #19 Across)
16. In 1831, he led 60 followers in the Southhampton
Insurrection, a slave revolt, which was the most serious in
American history
17. Born a slave in 1818, this nurse and midwife was one
of the first Black Asmericans to purchase land in Los Angeles and a noted philanthropist who supported various
charities for the poor and marginalized
18.The South Bronx DJ who in the 1970s pioneered the
Hip-Hop style that still dominates music today
19. Pre-Civil War organized system that was used for
helping fugitive slaves escape to Canada
crossword answer key located at the bottom of page 10
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RECLAIM RAMPART!:

The LA Human Right to Housing Collective Takes
Action on International Human Rights Day
The “old” Rampart police station, located at 2710 W Temple Street,
has been in the limelight since 1998 when former Rampart Division
police officer Rafael Perez was arrested and faced charges of possession of cocaine with the intent to sell, grand theft and forgery. In 1999
Perez cut a deal and testified about the illegal actions of numerous
other police officers, bringing even more notoriety to the Rampart
Division. The former Rampart Station has remained vacant since 2008
when it was replaced by a new, and expensive, station in the wake of
the scandal. The Los Angeles Police Department still owns the property, and has left it largely abandoned and blighted – with boarded up
windows and trash all over and around the site.
Over the weekend of International Human Rights Day (celebrated
on December 10th each year for the past 63 years), the Los Angeles
Human Right to Housing Collective reclaimed the area around the
former Rampart Police Station. The old Rampart Station was selected
as an example of the many abandoned properties owned by the City
that could be better utilized with community-health and human
rights promoting purposes – such as affordable housing, a health
clinic, a community and/or youth center, or numerous other community needs. The Right to Housing Collective also wanted to highlight
the continued over-spending on police in the City of Los Angeles,
which consumes over 50% of the total budget, and under-spending
on ensuring the human rights of all Angelinos are fulfilled. Collective
representatives stated, “On Human Rights weekend, as crime rates
decrease and the economic crisis continues to impact negatively the
most poor, the Right to Housing Collective asks the city to return this
abandoned building to the community to build a positive asset for the
neighborhood, instead of reinvesting in it as another LAPD resource.”

discussed alternative uses for the property, ate dinner, and prepared
for an overnight stay.

The Collective’s goal was to reclaim the space around the station for
three days – using the space for the promotion of human rights and a
healthy community. On Friday, December 9th, dozens of members of
the Collective and other supporters conducted a community cleanup
in and around the station. More than 75 bags of debris were collected.
The clean-up efforts received strong support from area residents,
many of whom contributed rakes, garbage bags and their own time.
That evening, Collective members and other community residents

Collective members withstood this display of force and intimidation
for over an hour, and continued their village for the next two days.
On Saturday and Sunday, the Collective distributed free produce,
conducted tenant rights education, dialogued with concerned residents, watched movies, and maintained the human rights village.
Again, residents and businesses showed strong interest and support,
joining in community-building exercises and bringing food and coffee.

Although the Collective had contributed hours of work and had
received only positive feedback from residents and businesses in the
area, the Los Angeles Police Department, who had ignored the site all
day while the clean up was going on, descended on the human rights
village just after dark. After the initial officers gave conflicting statements about the legality of the Reclaim Rempart activities, but generally expressed their support, more than 100 officers surrounded the
property, even cutting off freeway entrances and exits. Participants
from other cities expressed alarm and concern over police enforcement against a community clean-up and human rights effort. As
J.R. Fleming of the Chicago Anti-Eviction campaign stated as officers
finally left the scene, “This is unbelievable. In Chicago, when there
are positive efforts and direct actions happening in the ‘hood, police
wouldn’t even look twice.”

The LA Human Right to Housing Collective, including members such
as LA CAN and Union de Vecinos, plan to continue these reclaiming actions throughout the Spring of 2012. The City has abandoned
so many properties throughout our neighborhoods and have also
abandoned their duty to promote human rights. By reclaiming and
better utilizing public space, the Collective hopes to set the example
of what should and must be done in our communities. The human
right to housing includes building and preserving affordable housing,
but also includes a healthy and safe environment for all – inside and
outside of our homes.
Photos - Top Right: Members of the LA Human Right to Housing Collective
gather after Reclaiming Rampart; Bottom Left: Residents and members of the
Housing Collective share a reflection on the importance of taking back the
infamous former police station and using it for public good.
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To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org
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Interested in writing or contributing to the
Community Connection? Have a response to an
article or piece you’d like to share? Know of a
pressing community issue we should be covering?

Contact us at 213.228.0024 or drop by the
LA CAN offices, located at 530 S. Main St.

Editorial Policy:

The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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