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It’s Time to Break Bread and
SHARE THE WEALTH!
written by general dogon

In October, LA CAN’s Civil Rights Committee discovered that the Central
City Association (CCA) was going to host the Mayoral candidates’ breakfasts
with Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry, and Wendy Greuel. They were supposed to talk
about their plans for a new and improved downtown, but it seems like they
FORGOT to invite us Po’ Folks to find out what we want to see in a new and
improved downtown. Since last summer, LA CAN has been actively opposing the CCA’s “Downtown 2020” plan – their recently released plan that calls
for no more affordable housing in all of Downtown and increased police and
criminalization efforts against homeless and poor residents. Since they didn’t
invite us to the Mayoral breakfasts, we decided to host our own breakfast in
the front of the Orpheum Theater and present our “Share the Wealth” plan to
the community while they held their event inside.
On October 30 (Garcetti breakfast), November 8 (Perry) and November
14 (Greuel), LA CAN members and other supporters met bright and early
at 8:00 am at the Orpheum Theater for our sidewalk breakfasts. We also
brought “Share the Wealth” flyers, signs, drums, and decorations to declare
our presence and our messages. At the October 30 Halloween-themed action
we featured a cardboard model of City Hall showing the spooky and scary
things going on in City Hall between CCA and our elected officials.
It was a good thing we arrived early each time – because CCA, their security guards, and the LAPD were working overtime to shut us up and shield
their invitees. They tried to sneak most of the guests through the back door.
They also blocked our access to the public alley – no surprise since they’ve
been doing back-door dealing with our lives since day one. But we were not
deterred. We had invitations for all of the Mayoral candidates to join us for a
Share the Wealth breakfast discussion with Skid Row residents and we were
intent on delivering those invitations.
Continued on page 6

Tiempo de partir el pan y
compartir la riqueza!
escrito por general dogon (traducido por esther alejandro)

En octubre, el Comité de Derechos Civiles de LA CAN descubrió que la
Asociación de la Ciudad Central (CCA) iba a ser anfitrión de los desayunos
para los candidatos a alcaldes, con Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry y Wendy Greuel. Se
suponia que ellos iban a hablar acerca de sus planes para un centro nuevo y
mejorado, pero parece ser que SE LES OLVIDO invitarnos a los ‘pobres’ para
enterarse de lo que queremos ver en un centro nuevo y mejorado. Desde el
verano pasado, LA CAN ha estado activamente opuesto al plan “Centro 2020”
de CCA - su plan recientemente presentado, que procura no más vivienda
costeable en todo el centro y más esfuerzos policiacos y criminalización contra
los residentes desmparados y pobres. Ya que no nos invitaron a los desayunos
mayorales, decidimos ser anfitriones de nuestro propio desayuno frente al
teatro Orpheum y presentar nuestro plan “Comparta la riqueza” a la comunidad mientras ellos llevaban a cabo su evento adentro.
El 30 de octubre (desayuno de Garcetti) 8 de noviembre (Perry) y 14 de
noviembre (Greuel), miembros de LA CAN y otros simpatizantes se encontraron temprano a las 8:00 en el teatro Orpheum para nuestros desayunos en
la acera. También trajimos volantes de “Comparta la riqueza, “, pancartas,
tambores, y decoraciones para declarar nuestra presencia y nuestros mensajes.
En el del 30 de octubre, nuestra acción, con tema de Halloween presentamos
un modelo en cartón del ayuntamineto mostrando las cosas espantosas y horripilantes que suceden en el ayuntamiento entre la CCA y los oficiales electos.
Fue bueno que llegaramos temprano casa vez - porque la CCA, sus guardias de
seguridad y LAPD, estaban trabajando tiempo extra para callarnos y proteger a
sus invitados. Trataron de llevar a los huespedes a escondidas por la puerta de
atrás. Tambien bloquearon nuestro acceso a ;a salida lateral - no sorprende ya
que ellos estaban haciendo sus negocios por la puerta de atrás con nuestras
vidas desde el primer día. Pero no nos dimos por vencidos. Teníamos
invitaciones para todos los candidatos a alcalde que se unieran a nosotros
para una discusión-desayuno acerca de Compartir la riqueza, y estabamos
determinados a entregar esas invitaciones.
continúa en la página 7
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PUBLIC HOUSING
RESIDENTS DROP OFF
HUNDREDS OF POSTCARDS
TO HACLA BOARD
DEMANDING AN END
TO TRASH FEES

NORWALK FUSION
“SPY” CENTER
EXPOSED BY STOP
LAPD SPYING
COALITION
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HUNGER ACTION LA
CALLS FOR AN END TO
THE CRIMINALIZATION
OF FOOD PROVIDERS,
VENDORS, AND URBAN
GARDENERS

REPORT AND PHOTOS
FROM THIS YEAR'S
HOMELESS WORLD CUP
IN MEXICO
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LA VIVIENDA EN VELA

WRITTEN BY STEVE DIAZ

ESCRITO POR STEVE DIAZ (TRADUCIDO POR ESTHER ALEJANDRO)

Travelers Hotel

Hotel Travelers

As previously reported in the Community Connection, the City of Los
Angeles started the final revocation process of the land use permit for the
Travelers Hotel. The Travelers was originally placed in the administrative
nuisance abatement program in the late 90’s when the City’s Zoning
Administrator found that “nuisance” activities were occurring in the
property. Current tenants are not responsible for any of the purported
nuisance activities and may face displacement if an alternative solution is not
approved by the City.

Según se reportó en Conexión Comunitaria, la ciudad de Los Angeles
comenzó el proceso final de revocación del permiso de uso de la tierra para el
Hotel Travelers. El Travelers originalmente estuvo puesto en el programa de
abatimiento de molestias a fines de los ‘90, cuando la administración de zona
encontró que ocurrian actividades molestosas en la propiedad. Los inquilinos
actuales no son responsables de ninguna de las supuestas actividades y
podrian encarar el desplazamiento si no se aprueba una solución alterna por
parte de la ciudad.

On November 1, 2012, representatives of LA CAN, Inner City Law Center
and Councilmember Jose Huizar’s office walked through the building
and visited with numerous tenants who have been active in organizing
their building. The idea behind this activity was for the council office
representatives to be able to hear the stories of current residents of the hotel
and gain a better understanding of the tenants before making any final
decisions. One tenant we visited told the council office about the importance
of tenants not suffering negativity from the closure. He also asked very
important questions such as: “Who will really benefit from the closure of the
Travelers?” Tenants would have to move from a low-income housing unit,
the building would remain closed but still in the hands of a non-responsible
owner.

El 1ro de noviembre del 2012, representantes de LA CAN, el Centro de Leyes
Inner City y de la oficina del concejal Jose Huizar, caminaron a través del
edificio y visitaron a numerosos inquilinos que han estado muy activos en
organizar en su edificio. La idea detrás de esta actividad fue para que los
representantes de la oficina del concejal escuchen las historias de residentes
actuales y obtengan una mayor comprensión de los inquilinos antes de tomar
una decisión final. Un inquilino que visitamos dijo a la oficina del concejal
acerca de la mportancia de que los inquilinos no sufran la negatividad del
cierre. También hizo preguntas importantes tales como: “Quién en verdad se
va a beneficiar del cierre del Travelers?” Los inquilinos tendrían que mudarse
de una vivienda de bajo costo, el edificio permanecería cerrado, pero siempre
en las manos de un dueño irresponsable.

This same message was loud and clear from tenants throughout the rest of
the visit – that there were many issues to resolve to ensure tenants were not
unfairly harmed by this process. Several tenants spoke about the difficulty
of collecting the documentation that the City’s Housing Department is
asking for in the relocation benefits process. Other tenants told the Council
representatives how the nuisance conditions have actually gotten a lot better
in recent years. It was also made clear that tenants in the building know that
the current housing market is not going to meet the needs of the working
class tenants that call the Travelers home. The Council staffers expressed
appreciation to tenants and organizers for helping them to understand these
issues more deeply and clearly.

Este mismo mensaje fue fuerte y claro de inquilinos a través del resto de
la visita - que había muchos asuntos que resolver para asegurar que os
inquilinos no quedaran injustamente perjudicados por este proceso. Algunos
inquilinos hablaron de la dificultad de procurar la documentación que el
Departamento de la Ciudad pide para el proceso de reubicación. Otros
inquilinos dijeron a los representantes del concejo como las condiciones de
molestias han mejorado bastante en años recientes. También se hizo claro que
los inquilinos del edificio saben que el mercado actual de vivienda no va a
colmar las necesidades de los inquilinos de clase obrera que llaman hogar al
Travelers. Los empleados del concejo expresaron su aprecio a los inquilinos
y organizadores por ayudarles a
entender estos asuntos más profunda y
claramente.

For these and other reasons, the City
must act to ensure the building is
not closed without resolution of any
potential issues the closure might cause.
Tenants will be eligible for relocation
benefits if closure eventually occurs. If
tenants have any questions or concerns,
or want to get involved in the decisions
impacting their homes, contact LA CAN
right away.

Por estas y otras razones, la ciudad
tiene que actuar para asegurar que el
edificio no se cierre sin la resolución de
cualquier asunto potencial que el cierre
pudiera causar. Los inquilinos serán
elegibles para beneficios de reubicación
si el cierre eventualmente ocurre.
Si los inquilinos tienen preguntas o
preocupaciones, o quieren envolverse en
las decisiones que impactan sus hogares,
pónganse en contacto con LA CAN
inmediatamente.

Cecil Hotel

In November, the Cecil Hotel was
approved for the City’s Rent Escrow
Hotel Cecil
Account Program (REAP). Due to the
The Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Committee at the year end Celebration.
owners non-compliance with the City’s
En noviembre, el Hotel Cecil obtuvo
code enforcement program and, therefore, unhealthy and unsafe conditions
aprobación del Programa de rentas (REAP). Debido a que el incumplimiento
for tenants, the tenants are now only required to pay 85% of their rent until
del código del programa de la ciudad, y por lo tanto, las condiciones
the building is in full compliance. Tenants can pay this rent directly to the LA insalubres e inseguras para los inquilinos, se requiere a los inquilinos tan
Housing Department instead of the owner. If you have any questions about
solo el pago del 85% de su renta hasta que el edificio esté en completo
the REAP Program, the 15% reduction in rents, or any other tenant rights
cumplimiento. Los inquilinos pueden pagar esta renta directamente al
issues, contact LA CAN as soon as possible. You can also visit the customer
Departamento de la Vivienda de Los Angeles en vez de al dueño. Si tiene
counter at the Housing Department at 1200 West 7th Street.
alguna pregunta acerca del programa de REAP, la rebaja de 15% de la renta,
o algún otro asunto de derecho de inquilino, comuniquese con LA CAN lo
Huntington Hotel
más pronto posible. Tambien puede visitar el mostrador de clientes en el
Departamento de la Vivienda de Los Angeles.
The saga continues at the Huntington Hotel. New tenants at the property
Hotel Huntington
have begun to come forward with similar complaints as previous tenants.
Given the conditions that led former tenants to sue the building owner, new La saga continúa en el Hotel Huntington. Inquilinos nuevos en la propiedad
problems are unfortunately not a big surprise. New tenants began moving
han comenzado a llegar con quejas similares a las de los inquilinos anteriores.
in to the property about a year ago and they report that they were promised Dadas las condiciones que condujeron a los inquilinos anteriores a demandar
all types of amenities like internet access and common kitchens.
al dueño del edificio, los problemas nuevos, desafortunadamente, no son
una gran sorpresa. Los nuevos inquilinos comenzaron a mudarse a la
There have also been reports regarding mistreatment of tenants and other
propiedad cerca de un año atrás y reportan que se les prometieron todo
violations. If tenants are facing any issues or problems, please come in to
tipo de amenidades como acceso a internet y cocinas comunes. También ha
the LA CAN legal clinic which occurs every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. As a
habido reportes concernientes a maltrato de inquilinos y otras violaciones. Si
reminder, if you were displaced from the Huntington within the last two
los inquilinos encaran algún asunto o problema, por favor venga a la clinica
years, you may be eligible for financial compensation, so also please come
legal de LA CAN que tiene lugar todos los miércoles a las 6:00 p.m. Como
to the Wednesday evening legal clinics. More people must take a stand in
recordatorio, si se le desplazó del Hotel Huntington en los dos años pasados,
order to finally end all tenant rights violations against Huntington tenants,
puede ser elegible para compensación financiera, así que también por favor
past and present.
venga a la clinica legal de los miércoles. Más personas deben tomar una
posición para acabar toda violación de derechos de inquilinos en el Hotel
Pueblo del Rio
Huntington, pasado y presente.
On December 12th, the Pueblo Del Rio tenant committee held its annual
end of the year celebration at the James Slauson Recreational Center.
Tenants from the public housing community came together to review and
reflect upon their accomplishments and challenges over the past year.
To get involved with this committee, contact Steve at LA CAN at (213)
228.0024.

Pueblo del Rio
El 12 de diciembre, el comité de inquilinos de Pueblo del Rio tuvo su
celebración del fin de año en el Centro Recreativo James Slauson. Inquilinos
de la comunidad de vivienda pública se unieron para revisar y reflejas acerca
de sus logros y desafios en el curso del año. Se necesita injertar una cita y
perspectivas de alguna gente en la junta. Para envolverse con este comité,
llame a Steve Diaz en LA CAN en (213) 228-0024.
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Housing IS a Human Right:
Updates on the Fight for the
Human Right to Housing in L.A.
WRITTEN THELMY PEREZ
Public Housing
The LA Human Right to Housing Collective’s Public
Housing Committee, an effort to which LA CAN
contributes to through their organizing work with
Pueblo Del Rio public housing residents in South
Central and Section 8 tenants in Downtown, filed a
lawsuit against the Housing Authority of the City of
Los Angeles (HACLA) earlier this year because of the
unfair trash fees being charged to residents.
Under federal regulations, the residents should
receive a rent credit for the fees. The suit is currently
in mediation and in the downtime, the Public
Housing Committee decided to go door to door
in their communities (currently 8 out of 14 public
housing developments have residents who are
engaged in the Collective) to talk to their neighbors
about the campaign to end trash fees and the class
action lawsuit that is in mediation. They also asked
their neighbors to sign a postcard addressed to
the HACLA Commissioners if they agree that the
trash fees should end. In just a few short weeks, the
Public Housing Committee had collected over 1,000
postcards.
On November 29th, the Public Housing
Committee’s members arrived at a HACLA Board
of Commissioners Meeting to present the postcards
to the commissioners in front of a packed audience.
“We respect your rules, and our neighbors, we expect
you to respect our rights- stop treating us like trash,”
testified Francisco Estrada before the commission as
his Pueblo del Rio neighbor Lucia Sanchez held the
stack of postcards high and proud. “The real power
behind us lays with the 1,000 more residents who
stand with us today,” said Lucia.
While we await the outcome of the lawsuit, the
Collective will continue to engage more residents
and allies. The Committee also plans to move on to
City Hall, to present the Mayor (who is responsible
for appointing the HACLA commissioners) and the
Council with the postcards and ask for their support
in bringing an end to the unjust trash fees.

La Vivienda es un Derecho Humano:
Puestas al dia en la lucha por el derecho
humano a la vivienda en Los Angeles

Anti-Displacement: We Shall Not be Moved
With the coming of new Metro trains come luxury
apartments, fancy hotels, restaurants, pet stores and
GENTRIFICATION. Downtown LA is no stranger to
this pattern, and in the South Central neighborhoods
near USC, the gentrification of the neighborhood did
not await the opening of MTA’s new Expo Line in
April. It was already in progress. The University’s
Master Plan, AEG’s Farmers Field Stadium and
the score of luxury housing (including student)
developments along Figueroa and Flower Streets
are clear indications that the community is quickly
gentrifying and that long term residents are not part
of the plan.
Even so, local residents say they won’t leave without
a fight. On the corner of 30th and Flower St. stands a
103 year old rent controlled building with a history
of resistance. It is home to a tight knit community
of resident activists who have fought to stay in their
homes for years. Five years ago, when their landlord
put up a sign that said their building was “student
housing” and began evicting families one by one, the
tenants fought back and stopped the evictions. Earlier
this fall, Symphony Development, a big developer
of “student housing” in the USC area that says it’s
“positioned” to buy the building to build luxury
student housing, sent “community organizers” to the
residents’ doorsteps to encourage them to leave even
BEFORE the building was officially sold.

In two and a half weeks, the committee’s members
knocked on over 300 doors and held three well
attended neighborhood workshops. “Moving into
December, we have got to maintain the presence
of the tenant movement in our neighborhoods,”
expressed one Boyle Heights resident. “Our neighbors
are hungry for this information and for finding that
outlet to improve the health of our communities
through working together.”

Rent Control Reform
How does rent control protect you? If you don’t know
the answer to that question, you are not alone. In
LA, 56% of extremely low income tenants and 59%
of non-English speaking tenants are unaware of the
protections and rights that they are entitled to under

ESCRITO POR THELMY PEREZ
TRADUCIDO POR ESTHER ALEJANDRO
Vivienda pública

Anti-desplazamiento: No nos moverán

El comité del Colectivo del Derecho Humano a la Vivienda
Pública, un esfuerzo al cual LA CAN contribuye a través
de su organización con los residentes de la vivienda
pública Pueblo del Rio en el centro sur de Los Angeles y
de inquilinos de la Sección 8 en el centro de Los Angeles,
interpusieron una demanda contra la Autoridad de la
Vivienda de Los Angeles (HACLA) a principios del año por
causa de las cuotas injustas cobradas a los residentes por
la basura.

Con la llegada de nuevos trenes metro veloces vienen
los apartamentos de lujo, hoteles fastuosos, restaurantes,
tiendas para animales - GENTRIFICACION. El centro de
Los Angeles no es ajeno a este patrón, y en los vecindarios
del centro sur cerca de USC, la gentrificación del vecindario
no esperó la apertura de la nueva linea Expo del metro
en abril. Ya estaba en progreso. El plan maestro de
la universidad, el estadio Farmer’s Field de AEG y el
montón de viviendas lujosas (incluyendo de estudiantes)
desarrollados alrededor de las calles Figueroa y Flower,
son indicaciones claras de que la comunidad se está
gentrificando rápidamente, y que los residentes de largo
tiempo no son parte de ese plan.

El 29 de noviembre, miembros del comité de vivienda
pública llegaron a una junta plena de comisionados de
HACLA para presentar las tarjetas frente a una audiencia
numerosa “Respetamos sus reglas, y a nuestros vecinos,
esperamos de ustedes que respeten nuestros derechos dejen de tratarnos como basura.” testificó Francisco Estrada
delante de la comisión mientras su vecina de Pueblo del
Rio Lucia Sanchez sostenía las tarjetas en alto y con orgullo.
“El verdadero poder detrás de nosotros esta con los más de
1,000 residentes que están en pie con nosotros hoy,”
dijo Lucia.

the City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance (a.k.a. Rent
Control). “Not understanding your rights and not
knowing your rights are equally dangerous for our
community,” said Maria Ramos, a member of the
Collective’s RSO Tenant’s Committee. This is why
the RSO Committee, composed of tenants living in
the neighborhoods of South Central, Downtown/Skid
Row and Boyle Heights/East LA agreed to spend the
month of November in each other’s neighborhoods,
knocking on doors and providing other low income
the tenants with information and workshops about
our rights under rent control and the importance of
getting involved in the work of the Collective.

The residents, long time members of the LA Human
Right to Housing Collective, sent a message to the
developer with those organizers: “Let them buy
the building - that does not mean that they can also
buy us.” “Why should we give up OUR affordable
rents, OUR homes, OUR community, OUR right to
enjoy the new public transportation?” asked Nohemi
Armendariz, one of the buildings tenant activists.
“No, we shall not be moved,” she declared along
with her neighbors in an open letter to the City, the
developers and the general public. As we gear up
to defend the tenants’ right to stay, many other lowincome tenants are being threatened in the same way.
We must build resistance.

Mientras esperamos el resultado de la demanda, el colectivo
continuará comprometiendo a más residentes y aliados. El
Comité también planea ir adelante hasta el ayuntamiento,
para presentar al alcalde, quien es responsable de nombrar
a los comisionados de HACLA, y al concilio las tarjetas y
pedirles su apoyo en poner fin a las cuotas injustas a la basura.

Bajo los reglamentos federales, los residentes deben recibir
crédito a la renta por estas cuotas. La demanda está en
mediación y entretanto, el comité de la vivienda pública
decidió ir de puerta en puerta en sus comunidades (al
corriente, 8 de cada 14 proyectos de vivienda pública tienen
residentes que están comprometidos en el colectivo) para
hablarle a sus vecinos acerca de la campaña para terminar
con las cuotas a la basura y la acción de clase que está en
mediación. También pidieron a sus vecinos firmar una
tarjeta postal dirigida a los comisionados de HACLA si
están de acuerdo que las cuotas a la basura deben terminar.
En solo unas cuantas semanas, el comité de vivienda
pública había recogido 1,000 tarjetas.

| DECEMBER 2012 - JANUARY 2013

Aún así, residentes locales dicen que no se irán sin pelear.
En la esquina de las calles 30 y Flower está un edificio de
control de renta por 103 años, con un historial de resistencia.
Es el hogar de un grupo unido de residentes activistas que
han peleado por permanecer en su hogar por años. Hace
cinco años cuando el administrador puso un cartel diciendo
que el edificio era “vivienda de estudiantes” y comenzó a
desplazar a familias una por una, los inquilinos pelearon
y detuvieron los desplazamientos. A principios de este
otoño, Symphony Development, una compañia grande
que desarrolla “vivienda de estudiantes en el area de USC
que dice que está en posición para comprar el edificio
para construir vivienda de lujo para estudiantes, envió
organizadores comunitarios a las puertas de los residentes
para animarlos a irse ANTES de que el edificio estuviera
oficialmente vendido.
Los residentes, miembros de mucho tiempo del colectivo
de Derecho Humano a la Vivienda de Los Angeles
envió un mensaje a la compañia desarrolladora con esos
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Pueblo Del Rio Community Leader Lucia dropping
off the trash fee postcards at the HACLA Board of
Commissioners Meeting.
organizadores: “Dejenlos comprar el edificio, eso no quiere
decir que también pueden comprarnos a nosotros.” Por qué
vamos a abandonar nuestras rentas costeables, NUESTROS
hogares, NUESTRA comunidad, NUESTRO derecho a
disfrutar la nueva transportación pública?’ preguntó Noemi
Armendariz, una de las activistas del edificio. “No, no nos
moveremos.” ella declaró junto con sus vecinos en una
carta abierta a la ciudad, los desarrolladores y al público en
general. Según nos preparamos para defender el derecho
de los inquilinos a quedarse, muchos otros inquilinos
estan siendo amenazados de la misma manera. Debemos
construir la resistencia.
Reforma al Control de Renta
¿Cómo le protege el control de renta? Si no sabe la respuesta
a esa pregunta, no está solo(a). En Los Angeles, 56% de
los inquilinos de rentas extremadamente bajas y 59% de
inquilinos que no hablan inglés no están al tanto de las
protecciones y derechos que tienen bajo la ordenanza de
estabilización de renta (también conocido como control
de renta). “El no entender sus derechos y no conocer
sus derechos son igualmente peligrosos para nuestra
comunidad,” dijo Maria Ramos, miembro del Comité del
Colectivo RSO de Inquilinos. Es por eso que el comité RSO,
compuesto de inquilinos viviendo en los vecindarios del
Centro Sur, el Centro de Los Angeles/Skid Row y Boyle
Heights/Este de Los Angeles, acordaron pasar el mes de
noviembre en los vecindarios de cada uno, tocando a las
puertas y proveyendo a otros inquilinos de bajos recursos
información y talleres acerca de nuestros derechos bajo el
control de renta, y de la importancia de envolverse en el
trabajo del colectivo.
En dos semanas y media, los miembros del comité
tocaron en más de 300 puertas y sostuvieron tres talleres
en el vecindario con buena asistencia.”Moviendo hacia
diciembre, tenemos que mantener la presencia del
movimiento de inquilinos en nuestros vecindarios.” expresó
un residente de Boyle Heights, “nuestros vecinos están
hambrientos de esta información y encontrando esa salida
a mejorar la salud de nuestras comunidades a través de
trabajar en conjunto.”

THE VOICE, THE PULSE, OF OUR VILLAGE

L.A. Area Fusion SPY
Center Exposed:

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

| DECEMBER 2012 - JANUARY 2013

CIVIL RIGHTS

Communities Demand Full
Transparency and End to Civil
Liberties and Privacy Violations
WRITTEN BY HAMID KAHN

Over a hundred community members surrounded the Los Angeles Regional Fusion
Spy Center on Thursday, December 13 in
Norwalk to demand an end to invasion of
privacy, assault on civil liberties, and waste
of public resources. Several people were
surrounded by LA sheriffs and private security, and threatened with arrest as people
marched inside chanting “What are you
Hiding!” At one point the whole building
literally locked down. This action was the
latest for the coalition, which over the last
year has built steady opposition to LAPD’s
role in facilitating spying and secret data
collection of lawful activities.
“LAPD Special Order 1 and iWATCH allow the routine use of innocent activity, like
taking pictures or using binoculars, and
many other activities, to open formal police
investigations without one’s knowledge.
They systematically invade privacy and
violate our civil liberties,” said Jim Lafferty,
Executive Director of the National Lawyers
Guild and member of the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition.
On October 3, the United States Senate
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, released a highly
critical report on Fusion Centers, calling
it “Waste at State and Local Intelligence
Fusion Centers” (Full report available at

Homeless Folks Fighting
for a Bill of Rights
WRITTEN BY GENERAL DOGON

In early December, CA Assemblymember
Tom Ammiano (D-San Francisco), along
with the Western Regional Advocacy Project
(WRAP), Western Center for Law and Poverty, and the Los Angeles Community Action
Network (LA CAN), introduced a Homeless
Person’s Bill of Rights and Fairness Act (The
Act).
In late June 2012, the State of Rhode Island
became the first in the United States to adopt
a statewide homeless people’s bill of rights.
Building off the community organizing efforts that led to this success, homeless people
organizations around the U.S., like WRAP and
LA CAN, have begun working on similar bills
in their own states. California’s bill is the first
since Rhode Island’s success to be introduced
to a State legislature.
There have always been laws on the books,
usually municipal codes, which either protect or punish homeless residents. However,
over the last few years, there have been an
overwhelming amount of state and local laws
that are increasingly criminalizing the lives
of homeless individuals - laws aimed toward
vagrancy, loitering, sitting and lying on public
property, etc.

Members of the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition, including Youth Justice Coalition, LA CAN, and the Bus
Riders Union, demonstrating outside the Norwalk Fusion Spy Center.

http://stoplapdspying.org/category/campaign_news).
The Senate report said that after spending
almost $1.4 Billion “Fusion centers intelligence reporting was often flawed, irrelevant
or useless, and inappropriate or unrelated
to terrorism.” The report further exposed
“civil liberties intrusions and potentially illegal reports about constitutionally protected activity” and that “in some cases Fusion
Centers lack adequate financial oversight
and failed to hold officials accountable who
reportedly violated guidelines.”
The senate subcommittee report confirms
the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition’s deep
concern with the Los Angeles Police Department’s flawed Suspicious Activity Reporting
(SAR) program. LAPD is a leading law enforcement agency which shares information
“California has a long history of using discriminatory laws to keep ‘undesirable’ people
out of public places and to hide our bigger
social problems. From the Ugly Laws of the
mid-19th century—which made it a crime to
have a visible disability in public—through
the anti-Okie law of the Great Depression—
which made it a crime for poor people to enter
the state—up through the present, both state
and local governments have used these laws
to punish or conceal poor people,” said Paul
Boden, Organizing Director of WRAP. “But as
long as these laws have existed, there’s been
resistance. Every single one of those laws has
been struck down. We’re introducing this bill
of rights because we believe that the time has
come to address the wrongs and most importantly stop them from ever happening again.”
These laws not only segregate and discriminate, but they often reinforce (or at times
serve as the foundation of) society’s negative
perception of the homeless. This leads to the
homeless being criminalized on a daily basis
for their social and mental status rather than
their behavior. And now, with homelessness
on the rise due to failed governmental policies and cuts in social programs and housing,
there are more and more people on the streets
who are having their rights violated.
This is why WRAP moved quickly to create a homeless bill of rights in California. LA
CAN and their WRAP counterparts in places
like Portland, Seattle and the Bay Area, conducted over 800 surveys concerning homeless
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with the Los Angeles Area Fusion Center,
one of the largest in the country, located in
Norwalk, CA. Since March 2008, pursuant
to Special Order (SO) 1 and iWATCH program, LAPD has opened and sent thousands
of secret files to the Norwalk location.
Jamie Rae Garcia, a registered nurse and
member of the coalition said “The senate
report on fusion centers confirm that LAPD
Suspicious Activity Reporting amount to a
waste of precious public resources during a
time of economic crisis, when critical services are being cut back, homelessness is on the
rise and education is being gutted.”
We need to continue building our movement to stop them. To learn more about the
campaign to stop Special Order 1, visit:
http://stoplapdspying.org/.

people’s interactions with law enforcement.
82% of the survey respondents had been
hassled by law enforcement for sleeping. 78%
had interactions with law enforcement simply
because they’d been hanging out in a public
space.
The Act would guarantee homeless people’s
freedom from discrimination in law enforcement, employment, housing and shelter, and
public benefits. It protects people’s right to use
public space, to keep personal property, and
to engage in life-sustaining activities. It also
guarantees people the right to legal counsel in
any case where they’re being prosecuted.
“These are basic rights that allow all people to
stay alive and engage in a democratic society,” said Paula Lomazzi from the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing Committee. “Things
most of us get to take for granted, but which
remain a daily challenge for many of the poorest members of our communities.”
The next step is to get as many people and
organizations involved in pushing this bill
through the State legislature. LA CAN has
sign-on letters that organizations and individuals can sign and send to representatives. We
encourage everyone to get involved - especially since we live in the homeless capital of
the nation, Skid Row. We need this bill so that
people can start respecting and treating homeless individual like every other resident of this
country.
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Play Fair at Farmers Field
Coalition Challenges
AEG and Wins
Out-of-Court Settlement
WRITTEN BY WESLEY WALKER

In early November, and after a year-and-a-half
campaign, the Play Fair at Farmers Field Coalition (Coalition) agreed to terms with developer
AEG over a lawsuit filed by the Coalition over
the proposed Downtown Football Stadium
and Convention Center Modernization project.
While plans for the stadium still move forward,
this agreement does represent a victory for residents of South LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown
who fought hard to ensure that their voice and
health are protected throughout the stadium
development process.
In exchange for dropping the lawsuit, the Coalition negotiated strongly for community health
programs and public processes, which were
recommended by impacted residents during
the public approval process over the past six
months or so, but were largely ignored by the
City. These negotiated measures will go towards
addressing the potentially negative impacts
that might result from the construction of the
stadium, including the loss of affordable housing, housing displacement, increased traffic, and
pollution.
Here are a few details of the final negotiated
settlement:
- $15 million Housing Trust Fund to preserve
and create extremely low-income housing in
South LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown L.A.;
- $1.9 million for air quality and bus rider improvements, to be identified by the communities;
- $300,000 for a team, consisting of a housing
organizer and a promotora, to focus on tenant
rights and improving housing conditions for at
least three years of work, concentrated in area
within a two-mile radius of the stadium;
- Supplements to the neighborhood park commitment, including additional funds and community planning and design processes;

Anti-Hunger Advocates
Gather at City Hall and
Demand an End to the
Criminalization
WRITTEN BY DEBORAH BURTON

Hunger Action L.A. held its annual day of
action on Thursday, November 1. The day
began with many LA CAN members meeting
at 10:00am and marching to L.A. City Hall to
meet up with anti-hunger organizations from
across the city to call on Mayor Villaraigosa,
the City Council and LAPD to stop the ongoing criminalization of vendors, urban gardeners, food distributors (also known as “street
feeders”) and all others who are fighting
hunger in their communities.
“All of these activities – growing, selling,
distributing food – represent our control
over what we eat and our efforts to be selfsufficient,” said Hunger Action LA’s Frank
Tamborello. “For too long, we’ve let large
corporations determine what we buy to east
and let government stop us from creating our
own food economy, as well as hide the problem of hunger by pressuring charities not to
feed people in public. This is a small first step
to reclaiming sovereignty over our food.”
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- Neighborhood improvement plans for South
LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown Los Angeles, with funding for improvements identified through community processes;
- Establishment of a two-year pilot project
regarding transit and transportation plans for
stadium attendees;
- Requirement that the City’s living wage will be
the minimum for all on-site jobs;
- Establishing that 40% of all local hires in permanent jobs will be prioritized for “disadvantaged” workers;
- Establishing access for very-small street vendors to the plaza and public spaces on event
days;
- Numerous community input and notification
processes for public safety impacts, construction
impacts, and other concerns;
“This settlement agreement goes a long way
towards protecting the health and well-being of
the impacted residents living near the proposed
project,” said Barbara Schultz, Legal Aid Foundation Attorney of Los Angeles (LAFLA), who
helped work on the settlement.
This settlement represents a lot of the hard work
done by members of the Play Fair at Farmers
Field Coalition, which includes Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN),
LAFLA, Physicians for Social Responsibility,
and a number of impacted residents from South
LA, Pico-Union, and Downtown Los Angeles.
Residents first came together in March of 2011,
during a scoping meeting for the proposed
project to make sure that there was community
participation in the process. After forming the
Coalition in the fall of 2011, the group then took
action when AEG released an insufficient 10,000
page Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that,
amongst other things, failed to even acknowledge the impact that the stadium would have on
housing in the area.
To address the many inaccuracies and insufficient mitigation measures in the EIR, the Coalition worked with Human Impact Partners on a
Health Impact Assessment. This action provided
actual impacted residents the opportunity to
address their concerns around housing, public
safety, and public space; further, to have those

concerns validated by data, research and community surveys; and, finally, allow residents to
create recommendations on how any negative
impacts of the stadium could be addressed.
Residents presented the results of the research
and information to the public, and at Stadium
Ad Hoc and City Council meetings. However,
despite compelling arguments and proof, the
City Council voted unanimously to approve the
stadium project in October of 2012 with little to
no changes to the proposed plan.
But what elected officials did not have the courage or will to do, residents and the Coalition did
themselves - doing the job that the City Council
should have done. Soon after council approval,
the Coalition filed a lawsuit against the State of
California on a piece of legislation that granted
AEG special privilege during the California
Environmental Quality Act process.
This pressured AEG to bring the Coalition back
to the negotiation table and gave Play Fair at
Farmers Field the leverage to negotiate a settlement that would benefit and protect the health
of impacted residents in the areas surrounding
the project site.
This struggle and victory represent what can
happen when residents come together to challenge big business and developers that often
control the policy decisions of elected officials. In
many ways, this campaign followed LA CAN’s
Share the Wealth principles. By organizing and
fighting for a Downtown for ALL residents, a
relatively small group of individuals were able
to take on the biggest developer in Downtown
Los Angeles. The Coalition came away with a
negotiated agreement that included demanded
solutions to identified concerns with almost $20
million in necessary funding secured.
So, as we end the year and look forward to
2013, let’s not forget that the power of organized
community residents can and do lead to desired
change. When we come together, strategize, and
dedicate ourselves to the work, there is not an
elected official or developer that can stop us from
protecting and improving our communities.

As an alternative to the criminalization, the
large group presented a number of policy
initiative and solutions:
1. The expansion of the list “approved” street
plantings so that its legal to grow spinach,
chard and other food along city parkways,
median and bus stop.
2. The protection of the right of nonprofits,
community gardens, churches and food banks
to officially distribute free food to the homeless and families in need-without harassment
to impunity.
3. The creation of a street vendor licensing
program, so that we can enjoy locally sourced,
legal street food-taco, sidewalk food stands
for hotdogs, fresh fruits, cupcakes, etc Just
like NYC and Chicago.
The broad coalition, consisting of Hunger
Action LA, East LA Community Corporation,
W.O.R.K S. (Women Organizing Resources,
Knowledge and Services) and LA CAN, are
now strategizing on how they will work
together to achieve these policy solutions in
2013.
To learn how you can get involved in the fight
to end hunger in L.A., please come to an LA
CAN Team Food meeting, which are usually
held the first and third Thursdays of every
month at 10:30am.
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Anti-Hunger Advocates and Organizers outside City
Hall demanding end an the the criminalization of
food providers, vendors, and urban gardeners.
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IT’S TIME TO BREAK BREAD
AND SHARE THE WEALTH!

Continued from page 1

At the first breakfast, Deborah Burton, Leonard
Woods, and other LA CAN members were able
to speak with Eric Garcetti as he exited through
the back. He accepted our invitation. The following week, we attempted to give an invitation to Jan
Perry as she exited in the back alley. Perry refused
to even take the letter, sarcastically telling Karl Scott
and other LA CAN members that they needed to
drop off the invite at her office. She went “90210”
on us, acting like she’s too good to even stop to talk
to Po’ residents, let alone meet with us. Members
did bring the invite to the Council office, but as of
press time we have received no response. At the
last breakfast, a group of LA CAN members were
able to deliver the invite to Wendy Greuel and her
staff later contacted LA CAN about scheduling a
breakfast with her.
The community Share the Wealth breakfast discussion with Councilmember and Mayoral candidate
Eric Garcetti was held at the James Wood Center
on 5th and San Julian Streets on November 14.
We had a packed room of interested community
members and a panel of LA CAN members that
presented the Share the Wealth platform to Mr.
Garcetti and the broader community. Since CCA’s
Downtown 2020 plan doesn’t speak for us and,
in fact, causes harm to us, LA CAN updated our
Share the Wealth vision to include:
NO DISPLACEMENT: No one should be forced
out of their own community, especially low income
tenants and homeless residents with few, if any,
other options.
INCREASE AFFORTABLE HOUSING: Downtown LA desperately needs more affordable housing, especially for homeless and other extremely
low-income people.

CREATE EMPLOYMENT AND WEALTHBUILDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THOSE
MOST IN NEED: Low-income residents should
have priority access to jobs and other economic opportunities created in Downtown LA.
INCREASE GREEN SPACE, INCLUDING
PARKS AND COMMUNITY GARDENS, AND
ENSURE IT IS ACCESSIBLE TO EVERYONE:
Existing park and other public green space must be
accessible to everyone.
PREVENT THE CRIMINALIZATION OF POVERTY: Since 2006, the Safer Cities Initiative and
other punitive policies by LAPD and BIDs have
unfairly criminalized homeless residents, other
extremely low income residents and people of
color, street vendors, and low-income visitors to
downtown.
ENSURE ACCESSIBLE, AFFORDABLE, AND
EFFECTIVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: Lowincome people remain the large majority of transit
riders in Los Angeles and must be a priority. Plans
and new projects should reflect their priorities and
needs.
After the community presentation of these points,
Councilmember Garcetti responded with comments. He was generally supportive of the platform overall and talked about his past work in
many of the issue areas. Before opening for questions from all attendees, LA CAN member Wesley
Walker asked specific questions about support for
more affordable housing and resources like 24/7
restrooms in our community, as well as whether
Garcetti would end the Safer Cities Initiative. He
agreed to the housing and services, but said the
Safer Cities issue would require further review and
consideration. Other than not getting an agreement to “call the dogs off us,” the meeting went
really well and there was a lot of respectful dialogue about our community’s issues and questions.
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Brother JoJo, who was in attendance, commented,
“First, I believe Eric will make a decent mayor,
but like any other politician they might say one
thing but do another. We’ll see what happens, but
nevertheless we’ll hold him accountable to what he
committed to doing.”
As we have been doing since July, LA CAN will
continue to challenge the CCA’s racist and exclusionary Downtown 2020 plan in as many public
settings as possible. From demonstrations at their
front door, to more educational materials about
their plan, and our Share the Wealth vision for a
Downtown that includes EVERYONE – we won’t
stop until low-income residents have equal or more
power and influence than the CCA.
The moral to this story is that we the community must hold our elected officials, the business
community, and others accountable to long-time
low-income residents. Po’ folks have just as much
of a right to access public space, opportunities to
build wealth, and the ability to remain and thrive in
the Downtown community as the yuppies and the
rich do. We need to continue to organize ourselves,
stand up, and keep sending out messages that
we’re going to hold them accountable to us.
Jan Perry has a responsibility to us -- she needs to
meet with us and hear our issues and concerns. She
cannot refuse to meet with us while she redirects
millions of our dollars away from Skid Row and
towards billion-dollar developers. The CCA has a
responsibility to not damage and harm us as they
pave the way for their 1% developer members.
They need to call off the demands for more police and more criminalization and support much
needed housing. Their current plans and actions
are not acceptable and we’re going to fight back!
Join the civil rights committee every Monday at
1:00 PM to get involved in this urgent campaign.
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

Word in the Hood
The L.A. Mayoral Election is just around the corner. LA CAN recently hosted a breakfast and forum in Skid Row
with Councilmember and Mayoral Candidate Eric Garcetti to ask what he would do as Mayor to serve and
improve the lives the Skid Row residents. We will continue to pressure candidates Jan Perry, Wendy Greuel, and
Kevin James to do the same.
If you had the chance, what would ask these candidates?
What are the most important community issues for these potential mayors to address?

Efrain

Dan

Sandra

Abdul

“What are you
going to do about
all the medical
dispensaries that
are closed near
Skid Row?
Where is all the
extremely lowincome housing?”

“Would you
change the L.A.
City Charter to
have the
Inspector General
on the Police
Commission
elected instead of
being appointed by
the Mayor?”

“I would ask the
mayoral candidates
what can be accomplished to stop the
violence and
mistreatment of the
people in Skid Row.
Also, can more
housing and decent
shelters with reliable
staff be made
available for people?”

“Several weeks ago a bill
was introduced to raise the
sales tax so that Council
could fill the $400 million
dollar budget gap. This tax
would affect the poor more
than any other population.
The members of council
who are running for mayor,
can you guarantee us that
once you become mayor you
won’t support or introduce
the same or similar
legislation?”
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Tiempo de partir el pan y compartir
la riqueza!

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

FEATURE

| DECEMBER 2012 - JANUARY 2013

Viene de la página 1
En el primer desayuno, Deborah Burton, Leomard
Woods, y otros miembros de LA CAN pudieron
hablar con Eric Garcetti a su salida por detrás. El aceptó nuestra invitación. La semana diguiente, intentamos darle una invitación a Jan Parry cuando salía por
detrás. Perry rehusó aún de tomar la carta, sarcasticamente diciendole a Karl Scott y a otros miembros de
LA CAN que debían dejar la invitación en su oficina.
Se puso “90210”con nosotros, actuando como que ella
es demasiado buena para siquiera detenerse a hablar
con residentes pobres, cuanto menos juntarse con mosotros. Los miembros llevaron la invitación a la oficina
del concejo, pero al momento de esta redacción no
hemos recibido respuesta. En el 163limo desayuno,
un grupo de miembros de LA CAN lograron entregar
la invitación a Wendy Greuel y su personal se comunicó con LA CAN más tarde acerca de planear un
desayuno con ella.
El desayuno-discusión “Comparta la riquieza” con el
concejal y candidato a alcalde Eric Garcetti se llevó a
efecto en el Centro James Woods en la calle 5 y San Julian el 14 de noviembre. Tuvimos un salón repleto de
miembros de la comunidad interesados y un panel de
miembros de LA CAN quienes presentaron la plataforma de “Comparta la riqueza” con el señor Garcetti
y la comunidad en pleno. Ya que el plan Centro 2020
de la CCA no habla por nosotros y, de hecho, causa
daños a nosotros, LA CAN puso al día su visión de
“Conparta la riqueza” para incluir:
Cero desplazamiento: A nadie se le debe forzar fuera
de su comunidad, especialmente inquilinos de bajos
ingresos y desamparados, con pocas, si algunas, otras
opciones
Aumento de vivendas costeables: El centro de Los
Angeles necesita más vivienda costeable especialmente para los desamparados y otros residentes de
extremadamente bajos ingresos.
Crear empleo y oportunidades de construir oportunidades de ganancia para los más necesitados: Los
residentes de bajos ingresos deben tener prioridad de
acceso a empleos y otras oportunidades económicas
creadas en el Centro de Los Angeles.
Aumentar los espacios verdes, incluyendo parques y
jardines comunitarios, y asegurar que sea accesible
para todos: Los parques existentes y otros espacios
verdes deben ser accesibles para todos.
Prevenir la criminalización de la pobreza: Desde
el 2006, la Iniciative de Ciudades Seguras y otras
politicas punitivas de LAPD y BID han criminalizado

DWAC Takes Back the Night
WRITTEN BY LIZZY DUTTON

On October 25, the Downtown Women’s Action
Coalition (DWAC), which includes LA CAN and
the Downtown Women’s Center, held its annual
Take Back the Night. Wearing purple shirts and
holding signs, women and men of Downtown
marched through the streets to rally for an end to
violence against women. Loud chanting throughout the march, such as “Women, unite! Take back
the night!” and “Wherever we go, however we
dress, no means no, yes means yes!” drew attention throughout the neighborhood, but it was the
quiet moments at the pit stops along the way where
women and men shared their powerful stories and
poems. These moments showed the community
that there is a safe place to talk about their experiences and that woman and men will be heard.
Take Back the Night is a nationally recognized
event. The first march in the United States was on
November 4, 1978 in San Francisco as a protest of
rape and pornography. The name, “Take Back the
Night,” protests the violence women face when
they walk in public at night. But the rally is about
much more. Take Back the Night is a rally that not
only speaks out against the violence, but raises
community awareness to prevent future violence.
While focused on violence against women, the
protest encompasses all kinds of violence and victims, inviting men to share their stories too.
In fact, many men in the Skid Row community

LA CAN member Wesley Walker asks Councilmember Eric Garcetti (bottom left) a question ;
Miembro de LA CAN Wesley Walker pide una pregunta a Eric Garcetti.
injustamente a residentes desa,parados, otros residentes de extremadamente bajos ingresos, y gente de
color, vendedores ambulantes, y visitantes de bajos
recursos al Centro.
Asegurar transportación pública accesible, costeable,
y efectiva: La gente de bajos ingresos continúa siendo
la gran mayoría de los pasajeros en Los Angeles y deben ser una prioridad. Los planes y nuevos proyectos
deben reflejar sus prioridades y necesidades.
Después de la presentación de estos puntos, el concejal Garcetti respondió con comentarios. En general,
apoyó la plataforma y habló acerca de su trabajo
pasado en muchas de las areas del asunto. Antes de
responder a las preguntas de los asistentes. el miembro de LA CAN, Wesley Walker hizo preguntas
específicas acerca de apoyo a más vivienda costeable, y recursos tales como inodoros 24/7 en nuestra comunidad,así como si Garcetti pondría fin a la
Iniciativa de Ciudades Seguras. El estuvo de acuerdo
con la vivienda y servicios, pero dijo que el asunto
de las ciudades seguras necesitaría mayor revisión y
consideración. Fuera de no alcanzar un acuerdo de
“apartarnos de los perros”, la junta procedió bien y
hubo mucho diálogo respetuoso acerca de asuntos y
preguntas en nuestra comunidad. El hermano JoJo,
quien estaba presente, comentó, “Primeramente, creo
que Eric la hará de alcalde, pero como cualquier otro
político dirán una cosa pero harán otra. Veremos lo
que pase, pero aún así lo hacemos responsable por lo
que se ha comprometido a hacer.”
Como lo hemos hecho desde julio, LA CAN continu-

showed up as allies for our Take Back the Night.
A few men spoke about the importance of men’s
participation in the conversation about gender violence. Having allies, both men and women, sends
the message that gender violence is something that
affects the whole community, not just individuals.
Showing victims of violence that they are not alone
is the soul of the rally - that there is a community
and an existing network of support. Chauntel
a member of LA CAN who came to the event,
explained the importance of the rally: “I went
because I was a victim of domestic violence for 6
years and I think that it’s really nice that people
care about the domestic violence victims.”
Men in the community showed solidarity by participating in the event. “It’s an important event for
men to get involved with the women’s struggle,”
said Walter, a member of LA CAN. Men came
out for other reasons too. Dwayne, who attended
the event in an attempt to educate himself about
the issue, saw listening to women’s stories and
participating as a way to understand the realities
of violence within the community. Joe, a longtime
member of the community who has participated
in Take Back the Night for 6 years, explained how
Take Back the Night has gained momentum: “You
can see the improvement because this is the biggest one we’ve had. It’s growing in numbers and
the message is getting out there. Men are becoming more aware and supporting.”
The march ended at the Downtown Women’s
Center for an open-mic session to open up the conversation and reflect on the night. Brave women
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ará desafiando el plan racista y exclusionario de CCA,
Centro 2020 en tantas plataformas públicas posibles,
Desde las demostraciones en sus puertas de frente,
hasta más material educativo acerca de su pan, y
nuestra vision “Comparta la riqueza” para un cenrro
que incluya a TODO EL MUNDO - no nos detendremos hasta que los residentes de bajos ingresos tengan
poder e influencia igual o mayor que la CCA.
La moraleja de este cuento es que nosotros la comunidad debemos pedir cuentas de nuestros oficiales
electos, la comunidad de negocios, y otros responsables a los residentes de largo tiempo y de bajos
ingresos. Los pobres tienen tanto derecho de acceso
a espacios públicos, oportunidades de crear riqueza, y
la habilidad de permanecer y prosperar en la comunidad del centro, como lo hacen los ‘yuppies’ y los ricos.
Necesitamos continuar organizándonos, ponernos de
pie, y continuar enviando mensajes de que les vamos
a pedirles cuentas. Jan Perry tiene una responsabilidad con nosotros - necesita reunirse con nosotros
y escuchar nuestros asuntos y preocupaciones. Ella
no se puede negar a reunirse con nosotros mientras
dirige millones de nuestros dolares fuera de Skid Row
y hacia desarrolladores billonarios, La CCA tiene una
responsabilidad de no afectarnos y hacernos daño
mientras echan la calzasa para el 1% de sus miembreos desarrolladores.Necesitan cesar su llamado a más
policias y más criminalización y apoyar la vivienda
muy necesaria. Sus plabes actuales no son aceptables
y vamos a pelear! Unase al comité de derechos civiles
todos los lunes a la 1:00 P.M. para envolverse en esta
campaña urgente. TODO PODER A LA GENTE.

stepped up in front of a crowd and spoke about
their experiences. There was music, poetry, spoken word, rap, and storytelling. The Downtown
Women’s Center provided refreshments for participants, ending the night in a powerful reflection
and space for those who want to be heard.
“Women should know how to take care of themselves and make sure they can help themselves,”
said Lydia, a volunteer and member of LA CAN.
“…to not be scared to talk about problems in their
lives. Especially in relationships it is hard to understand what’s wrong and what’s right. It’s important to know people are there to help.”

DWAC members and supporters gather outside of
LA CAN before marching throughout Skid Row with
chants of “Wherever we go, however we dress, no
means no, yes means yes!”
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COMMUNITY
WRITTEN BY WALTER FEARS

According to media reports (by the likes of Ryan
Villancourt, LA Downtown News, Steve Lopez,
LA Times), Councilmembers (like Jan Perry, Herb
Wesson), LAPD (Deon Joseph and Horace Grant
of Central Division), and Hollywood (The Soloist, Pras of The Fugees), Skid Row residents can
be best described as a “group of drug-addled
criminals, abandoned single women, low-income,
illiterate, untrained, and useless human beings” that Skid Row is made up of “transients” living off
society’s “good will,” and that at any time “those
people” could just pick up and go back to where
they come from and all is well.
Skid Row has the highest concentration of homelessness in the entire U.S. On any given night
people can be found sleeping in makeshift “cardboard condos”, camping in tents, or lying about
wrapped in blankets or whatever else is available.
Made up of the largest community inhabitants in
recovery, it also has the highest concentration of
people re-entering society after having been incarcerated, and it is one of the last remaining areas
for redevelopment for low-income housing in the
entire city.
The official boundaries are 3rd St. to 7th St. from
North to South and Alameda St. to Main St. from
East to West. Within this 50 square block area are
the Warehouse District, Produce District, Seafood
District, Jewelry District, Financial District, Old
Bank District (Gallery Row), Toy District, Arts District; low-income residential housing (Skid Row
Housing Trust, SRO Corporation, the Alexandria
Hotel, Hayward Hotel, Ballington Plaza, etc.).
In terms of social service providers, there’s LAMP,
Hippie Kitchen, UCEPP, St. Vincent’s, Downtown
Women Center, JWCH, Weingart Foundation,
Fred Jordan Mission, Union Rescue Mission, The
Midnight Mission, the VOA). It is also home to
Central Division, one the most powerful LAPD
divisions, which does not house detainees due to
the sophistication of its weaponry/technology (i.e.
Rescue/Bomb Squad, METRO, SWAT, Tactical
Response Team, HazMat, Helicopter units). This
division is also home to the Safer Cities Initiative,
which has brought an additional 150+ officers to
Skid Row since 2006. According to local organizer
General Dogon, this makes “Skid Row the most
occupied area on U.S. soil.”
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OPINION
articles that I felt reflected issues that were directly
impacting me as a resident of Skid Row. The first,
titled “Drumming”, was about the 1st Amendment
Right to Free Speech and how LAPD Central Division (and specifically Senior Lead Officer Deon
Joseph) has prohibited local drummers from playing at their own parks and sidewalks by enforcing
an archaic LAMC noise ordinance that deals with
decibels, and how the drummers were hounded,
had their drums confiscated, and were eventually
jailed. Today, they are still prohibited.
“Redistricting”, the second article, discussed the
parameters of the 9th District being taken over by
the 14th and its potential impact on Skid Row and
how “gerrymandering” and “back-room deals”
basically ruin the process for the average citizen.
Well, we all know the results of that: Jose Huizar’s
14th swallowed the majority of the 9th; Jan Perry
is running for mayor; Herb Wesson is the new “H.
N. I. C.” as the Council President; and Skid Row is
“ground zero!”
“Gardening” was written to let residents know that
there are alternatives to the likes of the Green Apple
Market - where, despite the owner promising EBT
machines, 4 years later there is no EBT machines
in any of his multiple stores. It was about how we
can become more self-sufficient in our own diet and
eating habits by getting involved with organizations that offer classes in gardening, which lead to
empowered and healthy individuals.
And now the last of the series is entitled “COMMUNITY”, and it’s about how all the previous
articles come together to make and form the compelling argument that the time has come to write
our own story - to define who and what we are;
to speak our truth; to stand our ground against
gentrification, LAPD’s SCI, the media, Hollywood,
and councilmembers. It’s about letting the world
know that we are connected to this city’s rich history and that we will remain a vibrant, outspoken
voice for those who know pain, suffering, and
loss because we are all one - we are all connected
through this thing called community.
Community, in the broadest sense, is fellowship. It only exists amongst people who are free
enough to share, secure enough to get along, and
motivated enough to take part in a group (out of
a fulfillment of ones’ own personal needs). Webster’s Dictionary defines community as “a small
territorial division of people conversing together
spiritually and confidentially.”

Several months ago I started a four part series of

What defines, makes up, and re-establishes the no-

It’s Only My Opinion, but...

AEG? They alone would be the big benefactors
of this trolley folley. When rents and the prices
of goods and services rise to pay for it, it will be
us, not AEG, that will feel the pinch.

WRITTEN BY AL SABO

It’s only my opinion, but....
L.A. Mayor’s Race: Both Wendy Greuel and
Eric Garcetti appear to be the best choices for
mayor. The other candidates in the race are too
connected with big business (and AEG). Due
to the terrible fiscal dilemma faced by the City,
my choice for mayor is our fiscally responsible
controller Wendy Greuel. However, a vote for
either would be a good choice.
Public Enemy No. 1: Grover Norquist, an opportunist who exploits the middle-class and
lower-class with his no tax pledges and manipulates donations from the wealthy to advance
himself and his agenda.
Fiscal Cliff: The Republicans will let the country go over the cliff by not allowing for Bush
tax breaks for the rich to expire. If voters turn
out in large numbers for the midterm elections,
maybe they will finally pay for their spoiledlittle-rich-kid mentality.
Lakers: Give D’Antoni a chance, but not hiring
Phil Jackson when he was available was the
biggest mistake this legendary organization
ever made.
Street Car: What a waste. Could it be that
Councilmember Huizar takes his orders from

Gun Control: If no one could possess a gun, a
la New York City, maybe innocent, unarmed
citizens wouldn’t be shot by the cops when
they were reaching for their waist band. What
excuse would the police have then?
Killer Cops: Any Police officer who shoots and
kills an unarmed suspect should lose his job
and be charged with (at least) manslaughter.
Public toilets: Not providing toilets for citizens
because some may use them to do their drugs
is inhumane and a bigger crime than what they
are trying to stop. Here’s an idea: instead of
having 100 additional cops writing infraction
tickets in Skid Row, install 33 additional toilets
in the area and assign one cop to patrol each
one. Compared to what these SCI cops do now,
it would be a great improvement. Gee, 24-hour
access to a toilet, what a novel idea.
Pershing Square: It has always been a respite
for the homeless and a retreat for both businessmen and tourists. But now the Park Supervisor claims the park is not for the homeless.
She’s tried to force security at the park to confiscate personal property of the homeless. But
due to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, both
police and security officers refuse to follow
her orders. Now, she has (at least temporarily)
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tion of our community, our mutual co-operation,
our communication between different people?
There are many things that are important to the
formation and maintenance of relationships, but
it is through interaction with one another that we
develop community.
I arrived here on Skid Row broken, physically
beat, emotionally wrecked, mentally exhausted,
spiritually drained, and alone. Yet it was through
the acknowledgement of my own sufferings - in
my many attempts to heal myself - that I came
to deeply respect the process of true listening for
and to the needs of other people. I realized that
something we all share in common allows us to
become more tolerant, reciprocal, and trusting of
one another. This is what makes us a community:
our common values (personal, social ethics, moral
virtues), sameness in habits, and, in the case of the
Skid Row community, the failure of the “American
Dream”.
We understand that there comes a time when the
joining together of others forms unity and cooperation. This comes about through the understanding that we cannot go on without depending
on somebody else and that it is in this interdependence, in this community, that the power lies.
The first law of nature is self-preservation. By
pooling our own talents and our resources, we
can create employment and business opportunities for ourselves and our community. Through
communing, channeling, coming together, we
begin to formulate plans and develop systems of
how and what we can do to solve our own problems. By putting aside our differences and forming
a common front to fight for our basic needs, we
gain recognition and respect - just like any other
community - because we all know that the system
doesn’t change. It’s only the faces of the system
that change.
There is an old proverb that simply says “Many
hands make work light.” Here in this community,
in the community of Skid Row, we have artists,
musicians, teachers, lawyers, carpenters, and
organizers. People from all walks of life, shades
and colors live here. Social, religious, and economic status mean nothing on the ‘Row. One can
only lead those who follow, and someone can only
follow you at a certain pace. So you modify your
pace in order to encourage full participation in
attaining those goals. We need the collaboration
and participation of each other. It is about taking
what we do best, and doing it for others in our
community.

removed the benches, chairs and umbrellas in
the park while closing off bench areas. Pershing
Square is no longer a park, but a battleground.
The City should fire Louise before L.A. gets
sued for discrimination against the homeless.
Where are you, ACLU?
American Worker: Will never agree to the
draconian cuts to Medicare and Social Security
proposed within the Republican budget. What
Republicans call entitlements, I call basic human rights!
Social Security: People who make more than
$103,000 annually only pay social security on
that amount. By raising or even lifting the dollar cap, Social Security would remain solvent
forever. Why should I pay my 6-8 percent of
my paycheck to Social Security while millionaires don’t even pay 1% to the safety net? What
shape would our economy be in without this
safety net? Even the wealthy would suffer if
the Republicans dismantle it. Only the super
wealthy would survive.
Republican Budget Plan: It’s reverse Robin
Hood. Steal from the poor and give more to the
rich - Balanced on the backs of the poor.
Capitalism: No longer works for all because of
individual and corporate greed. Vulture capitalism is un-American.
These are only my personal opinions. If you want
to agree with or counter these positions, send your
comments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al
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Day 93 at FuerzaHernandez
WRITTEN BY ULISES HERNANDEZ
Editor’s Note: At the time of publishing, FuerzaHernandez was still going strong after 110+ days.

Today is day 93 at FuerzaHernandez. Today I feel
inspired to write. As I sit in the living room of the
house, in the center of the action, people walk in
and people walk out. With every opening of the
door comes a breeze of cold air - with it comes
music, sounds of a guitar and a ukulele. FuerzaHernandez is the name of the newly built wall that
surrounds supporters and a family. “Regaining
control of government, of, for and by the people” is
the message of the mural on the wall. Even though
the two previous walls were referred to as FortHernandez, we collectively agreed that with a new wall
should come a new name.
The name change was brought up because of a visit
that we received from some members from A.I.M.
(American Indian Movement). They gave us, I guess
you can say, some much needed knowledge on the
word “fort” (one of which is that many military
installations are known as forts). So with the new
knowledge came a new conversation amongst the
supporters and family. The conversation mostly
was about how we actually are against what “forts”
stand for.
We here at FuerzaHernandez collectively disagree
and don’t believe in military installations that are
meant to commit mass murder of any and all people who don’t abide by “their” laws. A statement
of the name change has yet to be released, but it is
in the works. We discussed names and eventually
decided on “Fuerza.” We now had a new name,
but no idea of how to get the word out about it.
As we talked about ideas, no one expected LAPD
coming in full force with what looked, and felt, like
an army coming to bring down a concrete wall.
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OPINION
Now I’m getting ahead of myself. Already there is
so much that I have talked about, but I’ve only begun to scratch the surface. I intend to highlight the
last 93 days of resistance here at FuerzaHernandez
- where supporters have become family, and where
our family has become our supporters.
Let me back up and talk about FuerzaHernandez.
First off, FuerzaHernandez is a joint effort by different activists from all over Southern California to
not only save my family’s home from eviction, but
to also establish a culture of resistance against the
fraudulent foreclosure wrath of Bank of America,
New York Mellon, and all the other predatory
banks. We here firmly stand by the idea that housing is a human right, not a privilege. We don’t “demand a free house” like many critics have suggested. We demand that housing be at an affordable
rate - not something that you slave yourself away
for; not something that the banks, with the help of
the courts, can just take from you at any moment.
It all started in 2006 when my family purchased a
home at the peak of the market. We were having
trouble finding a home. In 2005, we had a house in
Sun Valley fall out of escrow. We didn’t give up
on searching for a house. We came along this home
here on the quiet block of Leadwell St., a street in
Van Nuys, where big tall trees line the sidewalks.
Today, in the middle of that block, FuerzaHernandez stands strong.
My family paid the rent on the mortgage that
Countrywide loaned us. The escrow on this loan
has a lot of questionable paper work, a lot of which
was done by the escrow agency. Countrywide
led us into a sub-prime mortgage loan. Some will
argue that we agreed to it, so therefore we are
to blame. To them I say: read up on the national
settlements that have been occurring over these
same issues. Banks are settling for millions, some-

The FuerzaHernandez Crew has now been holding it
down for over 115 days.

times billions, to avoid conviction of any crime.
The United States government thinks that bailing
out banks on the brink of collapse is the answer to
the “recovery” of the economy. Allowing them to
continue these illegal foreclosures is a big mistake.
The government and courts know this, but they
just side with the banks for profit while ignoring us
the people and our basic need to housing.
To this date we have indeed not made a payment
for close to 5 years now, but that should not be mistaken for us not wanting to pay for those five years.
In this period we have always communicated to
Bank of America that we wish to make payments.
However, we don’t believe that payments of
$4,500/month in pure interest are reasonable. We
have now been denied four loan modifications.
On August 21st, the Sheriff served us with a 5 day
notice to vacate. On the 25th we held a BBQ eviction going away party. We’ve been here ever since,
and we intend on staying here.

To Your Health: The Benefits of Yoga

LA CAN Citation Defense Program Changes

WRITTEN BY CARMEN VEGA

WRITTEN BY KARL SCOTT

Yoga is a Hindu discipline with various “branches” or styles that emerge
from earlier roots. These include: Hatha, Vinyasa, Iyengar, Ashtanga,
Kundalini, and others. Because yoga reduces heart rate, lowers blood pressure and eases respiration, it is known to relieve chronic stress, lower back
pain, anxiety and depression, among other ailments. I interviewed an acquaintance who practices yoga. Amy Carmichael is an instructor who studied Hatha yoga via the Vidya Peetnum Trust Program in Coimbatore, India.
She trained via the Life Bliss Foundation, and has had 2 years of Bramacharya training.

We regret to inform you that our citation defense program has been
suspended until further notice. This program has helped the community resolve infraction tickets since 2007. We are currently looking
at different approaches to rebuild the program. We tried a new pilot
program this Fall but faced barriers with the City Attorney and court
system beyond our control. As a result we could not transform the pilot
into a permanent program. We continue to look for other options. The
program is important to us and the need it meets in the community
remains.

CV: What are the benefits of practicing yoga?

LA CAN started our citation defense program in 2007 in partnership
with pro bono attorneys. Since then more than 2,000 citations have
been resolved, helping residents avoid fines, warrants, and arrests. LA
CAN started the program in response to the community’s outcry when
the Safer Cities Initiative (SCI) was introduced in 2006. With SCI, the
LAPD started issuing tickets in Skid Row at a rate 48-69 times greater
than any other part of the city. Tickets were issued for things such as:
people throwing cigarettes butts on the sidewalk, wheelchair-bound
people failing to cross the street before the light changed, and people
who were crossing with a “Don’t Walk” sign flashing.

AC: First off, longevity and rejuvenation. It is a preventative health measure
for joint issues, and there are a myriad of health problems that it has been
known to wipe out. It balances the systems of the body, such as the endocrine system (pituitary glands, thyroid, etc). The Wholistic/nutritional or
alternative community becomes interested in preventing ailments, versus the
allopathic or modern medicine (which is concerned with treatment). Though
they should go hand in hand.
CV: What would you say are the differences between yoga and other forms
of exercise?

The goal of the Safer Cities Initiative was to gentrify Downtown and
move homeless and low income residents out. One of their tactics was
to bury us in infraction tickets. They were knowingly writing tickets
that poor people could not afford to pay. These unpaid tickets would
then generate even bigger fines and sometimes warrants and arrests.
Unfortunately, these patterns still continue today. During this economic crisis, we have serious questions about these tactics. If the City
and County are facing budget cuts, why can they afford the extra costs
of issuing tickets, appearances in court, jail time, etc.? In this scenario,
everyone loses. Leonard Woods, a long-time Downtown resident sums
it up, “This is screwed up. Organizations try to help justify wrongs and
the City fights these efforts. People get tired of fighting but we need
more people to stand up, especially young ones.”

AC: Well, you can dance or Zumba - it’s aerobic and fun. It raises the heart
rate, you sweat and release endorphins, and that’s great. Yoga does the same
thing, but it also teaches the person to go within and “listen” to what your
body is telling you. Traditionally, yoga takes you on a journey to the self. It
increases resistance training, and isometrics while you rest in between in
a way that your heart rate remains consistent. There have been occasions
where distance runners die of a heart attack! Why?
CV: What has been your personal experience with yoga?
AC: The most profound experience is that it has changed my internal way of
thinking. The mind has different systems of thought and in the past I would
get stuck on one “track.” It was hard to get off, to change. Now I can change
that “track”, move on to other things in life.

To avoid severity of this loss, LA CAN is continuing to seek out ways
to provide a citation defense program through our legal clinic. Until
then, we can still help with tickets by offering a “Know Your Rights
Overview” for court appearances or, if a court date is close, we can get
an extension which allows you extra time to create a plan to resolve the
ticket.

Meanwhile, you don’t have to put yourself in a “pretzel” every time you do
yoga. While you are learning, do not strain or remain in a pose that causes undue pain or discomfort. Unless you can distinguish the release that comes from
moving parts that haven’t moved in decades, you should release and relax.
Yoga gives you time to pay attention to areas of neglect that need attention.

The Know Your Rights overview is available at the legal clinic every
Wednesday night at 6:00 PM at LA CAN. Other legal services at the
clinic remain intact. If you have housing issues, public benefits issues,
or other legal problems please come to the clinic on Wednesday nights.
Feel free to check in on the status of changes to our programs. The
Community Connection will also publish regular updates.

The following are only a few locations in Downtown LA where you can
practice yoga. These are low cost or free to the community:
YOGA STUDIO 118 Winston Street, LA, CA - Tuesday-Thursday at 7pm
(DONATION); LAMP Community Room 526 S. San Pedro St., LA, CA, 90013
- Thursdays 1 – 2pm (FREE); THE ABBY (SRHT) 625 S. San Pedro St., LA, CA
90014 - Tuesdays 11am – 12pm (FREE).
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Films for the People:

THE HOUSE I LIVE IN
WRITTEN BY ESTHER ALEJANDRO

A documentary by James Jarecki
This is a documentary about the so-called U.S War
on Drugs, the prison system in the United States,
and their underlying targeting of the poor and the
people of color.
For decades, the intensity of the imprisonment of
people convicted of drug felonies has increased
both in number and in intensity. Irrespective of
party politics, campaigns such as the War on Drugs
have contributed to an ever increasing prison
population. Even charges on petty thefts have

caused people more prison time than the misdeeds
warranted. Small wonder that so many individuals
spend more years of their life in prison that they
have spent in their family home!
One of the most noticeable aspects of this
documentary is that many influential people in
all walks of life - and even those in the judiciary
system - have expressed disagreement with how
the system discriminates against the incarcerated
and those convicted of drug crimes. It is, however,
not a secret that the prison system functions as a
business and, as such, it counts on those who are
imprisoned to create goods that are marketable.
For example, a scene in the documentary shows
inmates in the process of assembling pieces
of furniture. Without adequate housing and
education and facing increasingly harsh drug law
enforcement, many poor people of color become
prison statistics.
On average, people of color are looked upon
with a bias. They can be, and frequently are, the
target of bigoted individuals who, like a segment
of the documentary shows, suffer attacks and
discrimination from caucasians. In addition, a
certain set of circumstances may cause people of
color to live a hand to mouth existence. This can
be due at times to either outright racism or the
lack of educational resources, which makes it hard
to find employment. Even if you are in school,
in certain parts of the country, the better schools
tend to discriminate against students of color,
assuming that they do not have what it takes to

WOW!
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excel in such environments. Poor students end up
obtaining a marginal education, which leaves them
unprepared for the best jobs. This, combined with
drug laws that tend to disproportionately punish
poor people of color versus white people, creates
the problem.
Historically, many poor people of color would
choose to migrate to other states where they
thought they could find employment, only to
experience more of the same situation they lived
where they came from. They found themselves
with no home, no job, and no prospect for a better
life. And when people unfortunately become
addicted to drugs, instead of being treated for a
disease, the disease of addiction, they are treated as
criminals and sent to crowded prisons.
This documentary is important in that it shows
how the War on Drugs has failed and has
disproportionately devastated poor communities
of color due to things like mandatory minimum
laws and enforcement over treatment.
One thing I had a problem with is that very little,
if anything, is included about women in the prison
system. However, in reality, women are being
incarcerated at alarming rates. Nonetheless, many
parallels can be made between this film and the
Skid Row community. In both the film and our
community, it is clear that the criminalization of
poor people of color is only serving the worsen
problems like poverty that are already devastating
entire generations of people.

Revelation

by Ellery Bailey

by BIlly Shaw

What is that awful emptiness I feel in my bones
A reminder of disease, loneliness and a lack of a home
Just a few things we might not want to hear
Just a few things mentioned that heightens my fears
Yes, fear is a part of me that I cannot hide
Like many before and many after me, we attempt to mask fear with pride
I can’t overlook another part of myself that’s evident, it’s called pain
This part of me is quite confusing because I’ve chosen it, it’s totally insane
Now I’ve realized that without the mercy of the Most High
I couldn’t imagine where I would be
Throughout all f my poor choices GOD overruled my every unsuccessful
attempt at failing in that He has saved me
Again, He saved ME, and if you could see me now
The broadest and most profound statement I could make is WOW…
And now that’s deciphered as, or is, an acronym for Working on Winning!
And how…
More will be revealed

Support Local Artists!
Purchase the latest Album from Skid Row’s Own

TWIN!

If you would like to know me,
I’ll explain what I can. I’ve been called
eccentric, complex at the most, complicated a
nd incomprehensible, deep and
intelligent, intellectual, spiritual, and strange.
I’ve also been called crazy,
psycho, mad, loony, possessed, etc.
But besides all the misunderstanding,
and misinterpretations, and adulations
and compliments, I am just a man.
The impelling mysteries that we seek to understand
are not far from us.
The unknown mysteries are within us to find.
You are centered and connected to
the source, referred as the essence.
You are one with everything,
its cause and effect and presence. It’s eminence is
manifested in its image, of which you temporarily embody.
You are its majestic embodiment, Behold.
If you thought, and saw, and you believed and received I and
all, and all andre-establishes
I inspired what you conceived.
For we are one, eternally bound,
our realities are intimately mixed.
Although interchangeably tangible,
your ways our thoughts are linked
to beingness beyond mere words description,
to depths and heights that defy comprehension
Our worlds of light that accedes to heights
of magnificent awesome ascension.
Here the light of consciousness has its true domain.
We’re all emerged in lightness
in a dimension all for you to attain.
Be not dismayed by what you have yet to know,
for it is your evolution and destiny,
your future has been foretold.

Shopping
by Carolyn S.

CD’S are NOW AVAILABLE for $15! To purchase, look up
“Twin Skid Row” on Facebook or come by the LA CAN Office.
“I’m the youth too…..’cause I manifest that it’s never too late.
I’m brand new right now.” - Twin
10

I’m sorry to say I was assaulted this morning.
A stranger came up to me and said something.
I don’t know what and then
he hit me in my face, which knocked me down a few feet.
I summoned a guy cleaning and he helped me up.
I called the police and then went right to my shopping,
after a visit with my doctor, which I had scheduled anyway.
All I could think about while I was shopping was that
Todd Manning takes it with ease when he’s hit on One Life to
Live, so, so can I. Calvin, if you hadn’t been there it could have
been a lot worse he could have taken my money, darlin’.
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Maria Paz-Jaen:
January 24, 1935- December 6, 2012
On December 6, 2012, Los Angeles’ social justice community lost our
beloved sister soldier and defender of human rights, Maria Paz Jaena.k.a. Doña Paz. An active member of many social justice organizations, it was never uncommon to see her at any given action wearing
one of her many t-shirts be it LA Human Right to Housing Collective,
Comunidad Presente, Bus Riders Union, S.C.O.P.E., OneLA or others,
she wore the shirt of the first organization to invite her with pride. The
love, energy and sheer force that she brought to the work - to the struggle - will forever be embedded in the Movement because, as she liked
to say, “where ever there is injustice, I will be there to fight it.” She was
laid to rest Oakdale Memorial Park in Glendora, CA on December 15,
2012. May she Rest In PAZ.

Maria Paz-Jaen:

24 de Enero de 1935 – 6 de Diciembre de 2012
El 6 de Diciembre de 2012, la comunidad de justicia social de Los
Angeles perdió nuestra querida hermana de lucha y defensora de
derechos humanos, Maria Paz-Jaen, conocida como Doña Paz. Miembro activo de muchas organizaciones de justicia social, nunca era raro
verla en cualquier acción usando una de sus muchas camisetas ya
sea de LA Colectiva, Comunidad Presente, el Sindicato de Pasajeros,
SCOPE, One LA, UNIDAD u otros. Ella llevaba la camiseta de la primera organización a invitarla con orgullo. El amor, la energía y la pura
fuerza que ella traía al trabajo, a la lucha, siempre será integrada en el
Movimiento porque, como le gustaba decir, “donde quiera que haya
injusticia, yo estaré allí para pelear”. Ella fue enterrada en Oakdale
Memorial Park en Glendora, CA el 15 de Diciembre de 2012.
Que en PAZ descanse.

Report from the
Homeless World Cup
WRITTEN BY GERARDO GOMEZ

This past October, Mexico City played host to the
10th Annual Homeless World Cup. During October
6-14, street soccer players from over 50 countries
around the world, gathered at the Zocalo to demonstrate to the world that when homeless people are
given the spotlight, they can teach all of us a valuable
lesson in humanity. Countries from far and wide,
such as: India, Indonesia, Morrocco, Argentina, Chile,
Peru, Brazil, Australia, Romania, Russia, USA, Costa
Rica, South Korea, Cambodia, South Africa, Portugal, Ireland, Namibia, Guatemala, and Scotland assemble every year in a different country to bring
awareness to the plight of homelessness in the world
via street soccer.
For the 10th Annual Homeless World Cup, Mexico
did an amazing job of organizing the event. All
of the games were played at the famous Mexican
plaza in Mexico City, Zocalo. With financial backing from Fundacion TelMex and support from
government officials, all of this year’s teams resided
in 4-5 start hotels. The players had their own dressing rooms, massage therapist, game room and
lounge. Mexico did an excellent job at making all the
players feel like professional athletes. It was common
to see children run up to a player to ask that their
picture be taken with them and to get an autograph.
The opening ceremonies began with all the men and
women’s teams marching around Zocalo and into
the main soccer pitch. It was beautiful to watch the
players receiving a glorious welcome by the Mexican
people and then witness them being filled with tremendous joy as they represented their home countries by waving their flags, dancing, and singing. The
opening ceremony continued with a representative
from the United Nations speaking about the power
of soccer to make a tremendous impact in many
people’s lives. He then introduced Mel Young, the
founder of the Homeless World Cup, and thanked
him for bringing everyone together for this special
event. Mr. Young said every player in the tournament is a hero and also spoke of the impact street
soccer has made in the lives of thousands of players
throughout the world. The opening ceremony concluded with a magnificent display of fireworks that
inspired pride in each player for their part in representing their countries in the upcoming 10th annual
Homeless World Cup.

The Filipino and Hungary Teams posing with copies of the Community Connection, which was shared with all of the teams.

The inaugural game was between Mexico and
South Africa, which Mexico won. In the women’s division, Mexico began the tournament by hosting team
USA. The Mexican players got a quick lead early in the
game and never looked back, winning by a final score
of 20-0. The most beautiful part of the games was not
the final scores; but, rather, how both Mexican teams
continued the Homeless World Cup tradition after
each game by holding each other’s hands and running up towards the side of the fans, thanking them
for their support. Throughout the entire tournament,
people witnessed very close games and beautiful
sportsmanship. Seeing and hearing fans chanting players’ names then waiting to have their pictures taken
with them was an emotional scene.
The tournament overall was a huge success. Both
Mexico teams made it to the finals. The women’s
team faced Brazil, the final score was 6-2, securing the win of the Women’s World Cup. The men’s
team played Chile in what became a very intense
game. Both the Mexico and Chile teams traded goals
and the first half ended in a tie at 3. Chile came in
strong during the second half, crushing the hearts
of the 3,000 Mexican spectators. Team Mexico had
been looking to join the women’s team in becoming
champions on their own turf. It was not to be. Chile
ended taking advantage of Mexico’s mistakes and
won 8-5. Watching the championship game from the
stands was the first lady of Mexico and Carlos Slim,
the world’s richest person, whose foundation TelMex
was the sponsor of the event.
Team Morocco was making its first appearance in the
Homeless World Cup. It was great to see the Morocco team field a coed team. One of the members,
Majda, has been playing since she was young but lost
contact of the sport when she was placed in a group
home. When she was given the invitation to play by
the Morocco street soccer team, she could not resist
the invitation. Majda plans on being a coach for team
Morocco next year.
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Every player has a story and every story in the
Homeless World Cup matters. For example, Team
Portugal is made up of players who were in prison
and are undocumented. Through CAIS, an organization in Portugal dedicated to improving the lives of
people who are homeless and come from extreme
poverty living circumstances, the players were able
to obtain documents and the players are now proud
members of Team Portugal. Other players on the
team had alcohol and substance abuse history but,
since they’ve been playing soccer, they have been
sober and are now working to become soccer coaches
to the young children who have come from similar
backgrounds as they.
Some of the members of Mexico’s men and women’s team came from the concrete jungles of Ciudad Juarez, where the violence of the drug cartels
have made that city one of the most violent cities in
the world. Anita Aguirre, who pulled her ligaments
on her left knee in the 5-4 lost to Chile, was not able
to play the championship game against Brazil. She
stated that she started playing soccer to get away
from the violence in Juarez. A player from the Mexico
team said that if it wasn’t for the street soccer program in Juarez, he would have either been dead or
forced to be in a drug cartel.
Sports have always been a vehicle for social change.
We saw it with Jackie Robinson breaking baseball’s
color barrier before the civil rights movement. We
saw how Soccer plays an instrumental role in the
lives of the freedom fighters who were jailed in Robin
Island and how the Makana football association was
a huge inspiration to the drafting South Africa’s constitution. Now, we are seeing Soccer being used as a
tool to bring awareness to the plight of the homeless;
and, in the process, it has transformed thousands of
people’s lives. It is my hope that people will continue
to use sports as a way to make social change. Soccer
is already ending homelessness one GOAL at a time.
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2012 Photos from the Frontlines of the Battle for Human Rights in Skid Row and Beyond
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1. LA CAN and Occupy LA demanding that the Downtown LA Business Community “Share the Wealth” outside of the CCA headquarters; 2. Residents of 2913 S.
Flower and the LA Human Right to Housing Collective holding a press conference; 3. Public Housing residents demanding an end to Trash Fees outside of HACLA;
4. Skid Row residents along with the Hippie Kitchen distributing shopping carts in Skid Row; 5. DWAC members gathering for a craft making; 6. Skid Row Gardeners planting seeds; 7. LA CAN demanding mayoral candidates to meet with Skid Row residents; 8. The stage at LA CAN’s Annual Labor Day Gala; 9. LA CAN in
Sacramento for Hunger Action Day; 10. Public Enemy performing on Gladys St. for Operation Skid Row; 11. Play Fair at Farmers Field releasing its Health Impact
Assessment across the street from LA LIVE; 12. DWAC performing the Vagina Monologues; 13. A shot from the Western Regional Advocacy Project’s National
April Fool’s Day Action to stop the criminalization of homelessness.; 14. The STOP LAPD SPYING Coaltion holding a press conference outside of the LAPD Police Commission Headquarters; 15. The “Die-In” organized in honor of the one year anniversary of LAPD’s slaying of Skid Row Community Member Dale Garrett.
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Community Calendar

Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN
Housing Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 11am at LA CAN

The LA CAN offices will be closed
from December 21, 2012 to
January 2, 2013.
To contact LA CAN or find out more
about our work and how to support
us, write or visit us online:
530 S. Main Street, Ground Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 228-0024
www.cangress.org

WEBSITE
cangress.wordpress.org
BLOG
BECOME A
FAN OF LA CAN
SEND US A TWEET
@LACANetwork

Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings The Second Tuesday of every month at 3:30pm at LA CAN
Team Food and Garden Meetings First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN

Editorial Policy:
The Community Connection is a street newspaper and a member of the North American
Street Newspaper Association and the International Network of Street Papers. The Los
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) is a membership organization comprised
of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless residents living in Downtown and South
Los Angeles, and surrounding communities. LA CAN’s staff and core members write many
articles that appear in the Community Connection. These generally appear without a byline,
attributed to LA CAN as a collective.
Articles by contributors who are not LA CAN core members and/or personal
opinion/experience articles receive a byline. These articles do not necessarily represent the
views, opinions and perspectives of the Los Angeles Community Action Network.
All articles and artwork may be reproduced with permission only;
please contact Pete White @ (213) 228-0024 or petew@cangress.org.
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