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Community Groups March in Opposition to City Council Motion  
to Restrict the Provision of Free Food to Those Most in Need 

 

As Many Prepare to Serve Much-Needed Holiday Meals, Dozens will Gather to Support 
the Right to Provide Food Every Day without Restriction – Not Just on Holidays 

 
What:    Press Conference – Speakers Highlighting Growing Hunger Needs in Los 

Angeles, and How the City Should and Should Not Respond 
 
Where:  Pershing Square (corner of 6th and Olive, Downtown LA) 
 
When:   Wednesday, November 27 at 10:00 AM  
    (Following a 9:00 AM march from Hope St. and Washington Blvd.)  
 
Who:     Hunger Action Los Angeles, Los Angeles Community Action Network,   
              W.O.R.K.S., and many other organizations from across Los Angeles  

 
On the morning of November 27, community groups from across Los Angeles will be 
marching up Olive Street, through Downtown Los Angeles, to uplift the right to share 
food and speak out against the growing criminalization of public feeding across the city.  
These groups have come together to promote a statewide Homeless Bill of Rights which would 
protect the human rights of homeless residents until housing is available to all.  The Right to 
Share and Eat Food in public is one of five key principles of the proposed homeless bill of rights.   
 
While groups across L.A. are celebrating Thanksgiving this week by hosting free meals 
for homeless and low-income residents, Los Angeles City Councilmembers are pushing 
for a motion that could potentially prohibit groups from serving much-needed meals in 
public spaces. The motion, authored by Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge and 
supported by Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, is currently in the City Council Public Works 
Committee. 
 
“We believe in the Right to Share Food 365 days a year, not just holidays” said Ana Murillo of 
the Los Angeles Community Action Network. “We are marching to support groups serving meals 
on Thanksgiving, but also ensure that everyone realizes that the right to do so must be 
protected year round. We can’t praise folks who are meeting the hunger needs of poor and 
homeless people on holidays, then criminalize them when the media attention is gone.”   
 
The groups will begin marching from Hope St. and Washington Blvd. at 9:00 AM and conclude 
with a press conference at Pershing Square at 10:00 AM, where the provision of free food and 
meals has been increasingly targeted by LAPD and other punitive enforcement. 
 
“Hunger is not a crime,” said Frank Tamborello of Hunger Action LA. “So people should not be 
punished for sharing food with homeless and low-income residents of the city. LaBonge must 
withdraw his motion immediately, which if passed would only increase hunger in our 
communities.” 
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