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The Community Connection Travels to 
Chile for the Homeless World Cup
Written by Gerardo Gomez

Every year the Homeless World Cup is held to not only celebrate the 
beautiful sport of soccer, but to also create a platform to raise awareness 
on ways to end homelessness. This year, the 12th Annual Homeless World 
Cup was held in Santiago, Chile from October 19-26 and featured men’s 
and women’s teams from around the globe, including Argentina, Germa-
ny, Mexico, Ghana, Portugal and Brazil. 

After a wonderful opening parade from Plaza de Armas, considered the 
heart and soul of Santiago, to the Plaza de la Ciudadania, which is in front 
of the Presidential Palace, the first game was held between the host Coun-
try Chile and Argentina. Chile won the match 15-0, but more importantly 
the game set a great tone for the games - with fans cheering on both teams 
- because the Homeless World Cup is about more than just winning. Yes, 
some countries bring very talented soccer players, but many countries 
bring individuals who have never played soccer before. These teams focus 
on personal development and providing an amazing experience for in-
dividuals who have had many hardships and setbacks in their lives.  For 
a week they can feel proud to not only represent their countries but to 
be “fantastic ambassadors of humanity,” as Mel Young, President of the 
Homeless World Cup, often describes them. For many it is an experience 
no one can ever take away from them. They may be coming from experi-
ences in which they are looked down upon or stereotyped, but in Chile at 
least for one week they were treated with dignity, love and respect. 

Los Angeles was represented at the Homeless World Cup by Josue from 
Jovenes, Inc., an organization that works with homeless youth. Josue, a key 
member of the USA Team, left El Salvador at a young age by himself to 
come and live with his uncle in LA.

LA CAN Board Member Gerardo Gomez and Members of the Brazil Men’s  
Homeless World Cup Team holding copies of the Community Connection.

Residentes de viviendas publicas de Mar Vista Gardens creando y priorizando 
sus propuestas sobre como los fondos del presupuesto de la Autoridad de 

Vivienda ser utilizados como parte de un proceso de presupuesto participativo. 

Residentes afirmando sus voces y sus 
ideas en el proceso del presupuesto 
de HACLA 
Escrito y traducido por by Thelmy Perez

Este Otoño, La Colectiva Pro el Derecho Humano a la Vivienda mandó a 
doce representantes de nuestro comité de residentes de vivienda pública a las 
ciudades de Oakland y Vallejo, California, a una conferencia de la organización 
‘Participatory Budget Project (PBP)’. Nuestros representantes se encargaron de 
conocer y explorar el modelo de presupuesto participativo (PP), de PBP que 
está siendo utilizado en todo el mundo, y cada vez más en los EE.UU., para 
darles a las comunidades el poder de la toma de decisiones democrática sobre 
los fondos públicos.  La delegación de la colectiva también se enfocó en traer de 
vuelta las principales lecciones, experiencias e ideas de cómo podemos imple-
mentar un modelo similar dentro del presupuesto de más de ‘mil millones de 
dólares de la Autoridad de Vivienda de la Ciudad de Los Ángeles. Nuestros 
delegados interactuaron con muchos individuos y comunidades que están 
implementando el PP en sus comunidades de origen. Por ejemplo, en Nueva 
York, el PP se ha implementado con éxito desde 2012 para financiar diferentes 
proyectos, incluyendo escuelas y otros programas de educación, vivienda y 
parques.

En Vallejo, pudimos conocer, de primera mano, el PP en la acción como la 
Ciudad llevó a cabo su proceso de votación durante nuestra visita. Aunque ten-
emos mucho trabajo que hacer en Los Ángeles para lograr que PP sea realidad, 
estábamos muy animados a que el alcalde Eric Garcetti había enviado a miem-
bros de su personal a aprender y explorar la viabilidad de la utilización de PP 
en el presupuesto de la Ciudad de Los Ángeles, similar al de Vallejo. Abajo se 
presentan algunas de las ideas y las reflexiones del Comité de Vivienda Pública 
de la Colectiva en lo que se ha aprendido y lo que se ha hecho hasta la fecha.

Continúa en la página 5Continued on page 6



Housing Watch
Written by Steve Diaz

South Park Tenants in Downtown LA

The South Park community of Downtown Los Angeles (generally the area 
bordered by 9th Street on the north, the 110 Freeway to the west, the 10 
Freeway to the south, and Hill Street on the east) is currently seeing millions 
of dollars of investment into building upscale housing and other large 
developments.  This same community is home to thousands of low and 
moderate income tenants living in rent stabilized housing units 
and/or residential hotels, which now are at risk of speculation and potential 
conversion – legal and illegal.  Amidst unprecedented upscale development, 
property values skyrocket and owners and developers often put profits over 
people.  However, this community and its low-income housing stock are 
protected by some of the strongest tenant rights and housing preservation 
policies in the City.  Residential hotels (like the Oviatt) are completely 
protected from demolition or conversion.  Yet these policies are only effective 
when tenants understand and defend their rights!  

Armed with concerns about gentrification and illegal displacement, as well 
as detailed information tenant rights and building protections, for weeks LA 
CAN members have been knocking on doors along Hope, Flower and other 
South Park streets to build a tenant committee who can organize to protect 
their homes and improve their community.  Outreach teams have witnessed 
how gentrification pressures are intensifying.  For example, one building on 
Flower Street is already half empty and it seems the owner is not renting out to 
new people.  Once buildings are at least partially vacant, it makes them much 
easier to “flip” them to new owners who plan on converting or demolishing 
units.  Additionally, tenants are reporting poor conditions and the need to 
be increase investment into their buildings.  Disinvestment in properties is 
another tool landlords use to displace long-term tenants, who simply get tired 
of living in deteriorating conditions.  

We CAN prevent displacement in South Park and ensure low-income people 
can remain in the community in healthy conditions!    If you are interested in 
getting involved, please contact LA CAN at (213) 228-0024.  

Tenant Responsibilities

LA CAN is a tenant rights organization and we believe firmly in 
strengthening, exercising and defending tenant rights to protect low-income 
people and communities.  Therefore, Community Connection articles regularly 
include tenant rights struggles and victories, means to enforce tenant rights, 
and ensuring landlords are accountable to all of their legal and moral 
responsibilities.  In order to fully uphold tenant rights, all renters also must 
understand and uphold their responsibilities to protect their tenancy.  Tenant 
responsibilities can vary based on different leases and different types of 
properties, but some basic responsibilities apply universally.  

First, tenants must pay their rent and must pay it on time.  Under extreme 
circumstances, tenants do have the right under state law to withhold rent if the 
landlord is not making needed repairs.  In order to exercise this right correctly, 
tenants MUST ensure that the right conditions exist AND all documentation 
is in place.  LA CAN advises seeking legal advice before withholding rent.  If 
you simply can’t pay your rent or pay it on time, which becomes an issue for 
many low-income tenants at times, we advise that you communicate with 
your landlord and try to negotiate a payment plan or other way to meet your 
obligation.  There is no guarantee the landlord will agree, but it is always 
worth a try.  It is very difficult for tenants to win eviction cases based on 
unpaid rent, but if you are evicted for this reason, seek legal assistance right 
away.  

Second, when building changes ownership, tenants should be very attentive to 
any written notices or other changes in the building.  Written notices, whether 
legal or illegal, are important and tenants should always respond in some way.  
For example, new owners sometimes use government subsidies to finance 
rehabilitation work or to maintain affordable rents.  Subsidized buildings 
require more documentation from tenants to ensure low-income people 
benefit.  Therefore, tenants might receive a notice asking for documentation 
that hadn’t previously been required.  A response by the tenant is required.  
Other times landlords utilize written notices for things that aren’t required or 
legal.  If you have questions, seek legal advice, but ALWAYS respond in some 
way.  

Join LA CAN’s Housing Committee and/or visit our legal clinic to find out 
more about your tenant rights and responsibilities.  The Downtown Housing 
Committee meets every Monday at 10:30 am and the legal clinic is held every 
Wednesday at 6:00 pm at LA CAN’s office at 838 E. 6th Street, 90021.  The 
Pueblo del Rio Housing Committee meets the second Wednesday of every 
month at 5:30 pm at James Slauson Community Center.  

Housing

La Vivienda En Vela
Escrito por Steve Diaz | Traducido por Thelmy Perez

La comunidad de South Park en el Centro de Los Ángeles

La comunidad de South Park, en el centro de Los Ángeles (generalmente el 
área limita con la calle 9 en el norte, la autopista 110 hacia el oeste, la autopista 
10 hacia el sur, y Hill Street hacia el este) está actualmente pasando por una 
etapa de millones de dólares de inversión en la construcción de viviendas de 
lujo y otras urbanizaciones grandes. Esta misma comunidad es hogar a miles de 
inquilinos de bajos y moderados ingresos que viven en unidades de viviendas 
con rentas controladas y/o hoteles residenciales, que ahora están en riesgo por la 
especulación y la potencial de conversión - legal e ilegal. Entre el desarrollo de lujo 
sin precedentes, los valores de las propiedades se disparan y los propietarios y 
desarrolladores a menudo priorizan las ganancias sobre pueblo. Sin embargo, esta 
comunidad y sus cantidades de viviendas de bajos ingresos son protegidos por 
algunos de los derechos de inquilinos más fuertes y las políticas de conservación 
de la vivienda en la ciudad. Los hoteles residenciales (como el Oviatt) están 
completamente protegidos contra la demolición y/o la conversión. Sin embargo, 
¡estas políticas sólo son eficaces cuando los inquilinos entienden y defienden sus 
derechos!

Armados con las preocupaciones sobre la gentrificación y el desplazamiento 
ilegal, así como con información detallada sobre los derechos del inquilino y las 
protecciones de los edificios, durante varias  semanas, los miembros de LA CAN 
han tocado las puertas a lo largo de las calles Hope y Flower y otras calles de 
South Park para construir un comité de inquilinos que pueden organizarse para 
proteger su hogares y mejorar su comunidad. Los equipos de tocadores de puertas 
han sido testigos de cómo las presiones de la gentrificación se están intensificando. 
Por ejemplo, un edificio en la calle de Flower ya está medio vacío y parece que 
el propietario no les está rentando a personas nuevas. Una vez que los edificios 
están al menos parcialmente vacante, son mucho más fáciles de “flipear” hacia los 
nuevos propietarios que planean convertirlos o demolerlos. Además, los inquilinos 
están reportando malas condiciones y la necesidad por aumentar la inversión 
en sus edificios. La desinversión en las propiedades es otra herramienta que los 
dueños utilizan para desplazar a los inquilinos de largo plazo, que simplemente se 
cansan de vivir en condiciones pésimas.

¡PODEMOS prevenir el desplazamiento en South Park y asegurarnos de que 
los residentes de bajos recursos puedan permanecer en su comunidad y en 
condiciones sanas! Si le interesa involucrarse, favor de comunicarse con LA CAN 
en (213) 228-0024.  

Las responsabilidades de los inquilinos

LA CAN es una organización de derechos de los inquilinos y creemos firmemente 
en el fortalecimiento, el ejercicio y la defensa de los derechos de los inquilinos 
para proteger a las personas y las comunidades de bajos ingresos. Por lo tanto, los 
artículos en el Community Connection regularmente incluyen (información sobre) 
las luchas y las victorias de los derechos de los inquilinos, los medios para hacer 
respetar los derechos de los inquilinos y las responsabilidades legales y morales 
de los dueños. Con el fin de respetar plenamente los derechos de los inquilinos, los 
inquilinos también deben entender y respetar sus responsabilidades para proteger 
su tenencia. Las responsabilidades de los inquilinos pueden variar en base de los 
diferentes contratos de arrendamiento y los diferentes tipos de propiedades, pero 
algunas responsabilidades básicas son aplicadas de forma universal.

En primer lugar, los inquilinos deben pagar su renta y la deben pagar con 
puntualidad. En circunstancias extremas, los inquilinos tienen el derecho bajo 
leyes estatales a retener la renta si el dueño no hace las reparaciones necesarias. 
Para el ejercicio correcto de este derecho, los inquilinos deben asegurarse de 
que existen las condiciones adecuadas y toda la documentación necesaria. LA 
CAN le aconseja buscar asesoramiento legal antes de retener su renta. Si usted 
simplemente no puede pagar su renta o no la puede pagar a tiempo, que de vez 
en cuando se claramente es problema para muchos inquilinos de bajos ingresos, le 
recomendamos que se comunique con su dueño para tratar de negociar un plan de 
pago u otra forma de cumplir con su obligación. No hay garantía de que el dueño 
este de acuerdo, pero siempre vale la pena intentarlo. Es muy difícil para los 
inquilinos a ganar los casos de desalojo basados en la falta de pagar la renta, pero 
si lo desalojan por esta razón, solicite asistencia legal inmediatamente.

En segundo lugar, cuando un edificio cambia de dueños, los inquilinos deben estar 
muy atentos a los avisos escritos u otros cambios en el edificio. Las notificaciones 
por escrito, ya sean legales o ilegales, son importantes y los inquilinos siempre 
deben responder de alguna manera. Por ejemplo, los nuevos propietarios a 
veces utilizan los subsidios del gobierno para financiar obras de rehabilitación 
o para mantener asequibles las rentas. Los edificios subsidiados requieren más 
documentación por parte de los inquilinos para garantizar que las personas de 
bajos ingresos sean los beneficiados. Por lo tanto, los inquilinos pueden recibir 
una notificación solicitando documentación que no habían sido previamente 
requeridos. Se requiere una respuesta por parte del inquilino. Otras veces 
los propietarios utilizan avisos escritos para las cosas que no son necesarias 
o jurídicas. Si tiene preguntas, busque consejo legal, pero siempre hay que 
responder de alguna manera.

Únase al Comité de Vivienda de LA CAN y/o visite nuestra clínica legal para 
averiguar más sobre sus derechos y responsabilidades como inquilino. El Comité 
de Vivienda del Centro se reúne todos los lunes a las 10:30 am y la clínica de 
abogados se lleva a cabo todos los miércoles a las 6:00 pm en la oficina de LA CAN 
en el 838 E. 6th Street, 90021. El Comité de Vivienda de Pueblo del Río se reúne el 
segundo miércoles de cada mes a las 5:30 pm en el Centro Comunitario de James 
Slauson.
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Civil Rights

Residents Say “Nope” to 
the Downtown Plan for 
Hope
Written by General Dogon

On September 29 City Councilmember Jose 
Huizar hosted a town hall meeting on solutions 
for the homeless crisis in Skid Row.  Though it 
was described this way, the meeting was planned 
around the supposed “Plan for Hope”, created 
by Downtown business representatives and their 
consultant.  This plan is not based on any docu-
mented data collection, best practices, or proven 
solutions to homelessness yet Councilmember 
Huizar decided to make it the centerpiece of his 
forum.

Worse still, the forum included a panel of about 
a dozen “experts.” Only one panelist was a Skid 
Row stakeholder (from Skid Row Housing Trust), 
none were Skid Row residents, and only a few 
others had any expertise on housing or homeless 
programs.  Community expertise was completely 
overlooked and excluded and, additionally, there 
were only two African American representa-
tives on the panel discussing a community that is 
about 70 percent Black.  

Members of LA CAN were justifiably angry 
about the focus and format of this event and 
asserted that it was yet another smoke screen 
attempt to solve the homeless crisis.  If solutions 
were the goal, the event wouldn’t have focused 
on recommendations such as advocating for 
affordable housing to be built only outside of 
downtown or enhancing police and criminal 
justice efforts in the Skid row community that 
would flat out push us clear out of downtown.

Though the panel included Marc Trotz from LA 
County Department of Health Services, who last 
spring proposed a real solution to homelessness 
with a plan to house 500 homeless and extremely 
low-income people in the Cecil Hotel on Main 
Street, he did not mention this project.  Nor was 
it mentioned that the proponents of the Plan 
for Hope and panelist Tom Gilmore OPPOSED 
this best practices based solution!  In a currently 
limited funding environment, opportunities can’t 
be squandered and people who oppose housing 
programs yet claim to want to end homelessness 
were the hypocrites chosen as “experts” by Coun-
cilmember Huizar.  

In light of all the contradictions and lies, a hand-
ful of members of LA CAN showed up to tell it 
like is, and to show our disgust for failed leader-
ship.  LA CAN arrived an hour early to set up a 
table outside with cardboard replicas of the Cecil 
Hotel, tents, and signs that read, “Would you 
rather see me in the Cecil or on the streets in this 
tent?”  We also had housing data that told our 
story and what’s really needed to solve the hous-
ing and homelessness crisis. Not surprisingly, 
police presence closed in on those exercising their 
First Amendment rights and was heavy inside 
the event as well.  

While Councilmember Jose Huizar, Historic Core 
Business Improvement District Executive Direc-
tor Blair Besten and some of the panelists spoke, 
LA CAN members held up signs in silent protest 
that said, “We are the experts” and “VOTE OF 
NO CONFIDENCE.”  The only way our opin-
ions could be voiced was through pre-planned 
questions and responding through clickers 
they distributed.  Because the results flashed 
on a screen only briefly, LA CAN requested the 
complete results of these e-survey questions from 
Councilmember Huizar’s staff, but they were not 
provided. 

After sitting there while they spoke at us for over 
an hour and half, not being able to respond at all, 
enough was enough.  LA CAN Organizer Gener-
al Dogon stood up and shouted, “this isn’t a com-
munity forum, there’s no homeless representation 
on the panel, there is no community dialogue 
going on with everyone, and we’re tired of seeing 
the same old people that claim to be representing 
us, misleading us.”  He tossed his clicker toward 
the stage and our delegation walked out. 

On the flip side of all this, members of LA CAN, 
members of the Downtown Women’s Action 
Coalition, and other Skid Row residents and 
activists all concluded the event was not a true 
townhall and not a forum to advance solutions. A 
diverse group is planning to host our own town 
hall meeting in January 2015 to lay out compre-
hensive housing demands and other community 
solutions to Councilmember Huizar and other 
decision-makers.  Representatives from the City’s 
Housing and Sanitation Departments, the County 
Health Department, and many others will be in-
vited to LISTEN to community experts first, and 
then respond with commitments for immediate 
and long-term action.   We want every Skid Row 
resident to come to our town hall so you can see 
and feel the truth for yourself and get involved.

To get involved with the planning of the Town 
Hall or civil rights issues, contact General Dogon 
or Karl at LA CAN...peace.

NOTE: Though LA CAN is listed as a source for the 
Plan for Hope and our community-based research is 
included in the attachments, we do not endorse the 
Plan nor do we agree with the large majority of it. 
Visit cangress.org/publications/community-research to 
see our research and recommendations.  

Black Men and Boys
Project Using 
Participatory Action 
Research in Skid Row 

Written by Karl Scott

LA CAN’s Black Men and Boys project is an 
opportunity for Black men in the Skid Row 
community to use their personal experiences to 
produce solutions to systemic problems that will 
inform the community-based investigation of the 
well-being of Black men in Skid Row, especially 
related to employment and community building.  
The project includes a comprehensive survey so 
that the direct experiences of Black men in the 
community will inform recommendations for 
community-based programs in the near future. It 
is also an opportunity to come together to create a 
strong force that can ensure recommendations are 
enacted.

Since LA CAN’s Black Men & Boys team pre-
sented our survey to the Skid Row community 
on Labor Day, more than 200 people have par-
ticipated. It has been a positive experience so 
far, knowing that Black men in our community 
are giving up twenty minutes to share their life 
stories, despite the demands of everyday life and 
other obligations. Team members have reported 
positive feedback such as one man, when asked 
to participate, responded, “Hell yeah, let’s do this 
because we need to be heard.”

The project is using a mixed-method approach for 
the research, but Participatory Action Research 
(PAR) is the major driver. The form of PAR being 
used is called Street PAR, which recognizes the 
experiences, attitudes and opinions of “street” 
identified individuals as important data. More-
over, it advances the principle that “street” popu-
lations are owners of knowledge that is usually 
misrepresented or not represented at all. 

Professor Yasser Payne, Ph. D., of the University 
of Delaware, is a major proponent of Street PAR 
and has produced groundbreaking results using 
the method in Harlem, New York and Wilming-
ton, Delaware. His work has focused on a range 
of topics including defining “street life” from an 
epistemological vantage point and interrogat-
ing the drivers of violence in one of the nation’s 
murder capitols in Wilmington, Delaware. The 
People’s Report, his latest Street PAR project, at-
tacks old and dated assumptions about violence 
and dispels many myths used to further criminal-
ize Black, Brown and low-income communities.   

Dr. Payne is directly advising the Skid Row 
Black Men and Boys project. He recently told the 
team about a similar project, “I see this form of 
research as an opportunity to organize men and 
people from the streets. They love the surveys 
because we were not asking crazy stuff, we were 
asking stuff that they actually wanted to answer. 
So it unified people on the street, it was a great 
conversation starter and brought a great level of 
energy and support to all the neighborhoods and 
street corners that we visited.” Professor Payne 
has worked closely with his own community and 
individuals from LA CAN to build this research 
process and to build relationships with different 
communities. 

PAR projects are not new, but have a mixed his-
tory. A well-known study that was considered a 
PAR project is the infamous Tuskegee Syphilis 
Study from 1932 to 1972 in Alabama. This ex-
ample of PAR exposed African American men 
to the Syphilis virus under the promise that the 
researchers would be providing the men with 
healthcare and treatment, yet actually no treat-
ment was provided and the true purpose of the 
study was to study the progression of untreated 
syphilis. Of the original 399 men, 28 died of 
syphilis, 100 died due to related complications, 
40 of their wives were infected and 19 of their 
children were born with congenital syphilis. This 
unethical and negative form of PAR exploited 
the participants and risked lives. In contrast, the 

Literacy Brigade in Cuba was a PAR research 
program that took place in 1961.  It was a huge 
success because it incorporated the community as 
teachers and developers of educational programs 
to teach community members how to read and 
write. This program was responsible for teach-
ing 707,212 adults how to read and is recognized 
as among the most successful large-scale literacy 
programs.  

Pete White, a lead member of LA CAN’s Black 
Men and Boys team, shared, “We see the power 
of PAR as a tool to disrupt the disinvestment 
that continues to plague our communities and 
reorganize the way resources are deployed or 
taken away. Our measurement of success is not 
so much to be published in academic journals, 
but to have sound research that can disrupt the 
current course set by city hall and policy makers 
that abandons the needs of impoverished com-
munities.  Our research understands and respects 
the community as owners of knowledge and 
highlights the untapped resiliency and agency 
that runs deep. So from our vantage point, PAR 
becomes a tool for liberation versus a methodol-
ogy to be debated.” 

The Black Men and Boys team knows there are 
more Black men in Skid Row that need to be 
heard in our quest for social change and have a 
chance to participate and take part in this move-
ment of change for our community.  Interested 
community members are welcome at the LA 
CAN office and can stop by to complete a survey.  
As Professor Payne has said, “It’s about the spirit 
and as long as you give it that attention, you 
don’t have to save the world but do what you say 
you will do.”

LA’s Black Men and Boys committee is part of the 2025 
National Network for Black Men and Boys, which imple-
ments various place-based strategies and partnerships with 
community-based organizations for the educational, social, 
emotional, physical, spiritual, political, and economic 
development and empowerment of African descendant men 
and boys in the United States.
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LA Human Right to Housing Collective
Residents Asserting 
Their Voice and Ideas in 
HACLA Budgeting 
Process
Written by Thelmy Perez

This fall, the LA Human Right to Hous-
ing Collective sent twelve public housing 
representatives to the Participatory Budget-
ing Project’s (PBP) Conference in Oakland, 
California. Our representatives were tasked 
with learning about and exploring PBP’s 
participatory budgeting (PB) model, which 
is being used around the world, and in-
creasingly in the USA, to give communities 
democratic decision-making power over 
public funds.

The Collective’s delegation was also fo-
cused on bringing back key lessons, experi-
ences and ideas for how we can implement 
a similar model within the Housing Au-
thority of the City of Los Angeles’ billion 
dollar budget.  Our delegates interacted 
with many individuals and communities 
who are implementing PB in their home-
towns. For example, in New York, PB has 
been successfully implemented since 2012 
to fund projects including schools and 
other education programs, housing and 
parks. 

In Vallejo, CA we were able to witness, 
first-hand, PB in action as the City held its 
voting process during our visit. Although 
we have some work to do in Los Angeles 
to make PB a reality, we were very encour-
aged that Mayor Eric Garcetti had sent 
members of his staff to learn and explore 
the feasibility of utilizing PB in a City-wide 
budget process, similar to that of Vallejo. 
Below are some of the Collective’s Public 
Housing Committee’s ideas and reflections 
on what’s been learned and done so far. 

What is Participatory Budgeting? 

Participatory Budgeting (PB) is a commu-
nity-driven democratic process carried out 
through a series of meetings and voting in 
which community members DECIDE how 
to spend part of a public budget. PB gives 
ordinary people REAL decision making 
power over REAL money! 

Background

Every year public housing tenants are told 
by management that new programs can’t 
be implemented, that services are going 
to get cut, that tenants need to pay more 
for repairs, and so on.  Last year in Pueblo 
Del Rio, for example, tenants were told 
the speed bumps that had been prioritized 
through tenant engagement could not be 
installed because there was no funding 
available.  

In Pico Gardens, the Housing Authority 
was planning to “privatize” management 
due to budget shortfalls, which could have 
had extremely negative impacts in that 
community and across every public hous-
ing development.  Also, each year a budget 
is set aside for capital improvements – with 

the money intended to preserve public 
housing for the long-term – yet there is 
little public input and often the decisions 
do not reflect the tenants’ priorities or the 
most pressing needs.

LA Human Right to Housing Collective 
members have joined together across the 
City to demand a participatory budget pro-
cess where tenants can have real decision 
making power in identifying how money 
will be spent in public housing communi-
ties.  

In response, the Housing Authority 
launched its own process, calling it “a val-
ues driven participatory budget process” 
– but it is based solely on a three question 
survey and does not include real commu-
nity participation or a democratic DECI-
SION MAKING process. Whose “values” 
are being driven here? We can change this 
and demand a true PB process within the 
Housing Authority. 

Our Plan

This fall, tenant committees in public 
housing developments conducted “mock” 
participatory budget processes focused 
on the capital improvement budget to be 
completed by HACLA in November.  LA 
Human Right to Housing Collective part-
ners conducted these processes in Mar 
Vista Gardens, Jordan Downs, Pueblo Del 
Rio, Pico Gardens and Ramona Gardens.  
Other communities are working to join this 
process in the future.  Each community 
designed its own process that included in-
depth engagement of at least 50 residents, 
a democratic decision-making process, and 
the documentation of all activities. 

Goals

At the November 20 meeting of the Board 
of Commissioners of HACLA, tenant 
leaders will shared with HACLA and the 
Mayor:

1. Initial priorities for capital improvements 
from each development;

2. Exactly what information tenants still 
need to fully engage in a participatory bud-
get process;

3. Documented tenant interest for a real 
participatory budget process;

4. Documented successes and lessons 
learned from the mock participatory bud-
get project that can serve to inform a more 
comprehensive process for 2015.

The ultimate goal is to have participatory 
budgeting be fully integrated and imple-
mented in all aspects of HACLA’s budget 
process.  If you live in public housing, or 
are a HACLA/Section 8 tenant, and want 
to get involved in this campaign, please 
contact 818-835-1091 or 
lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com.

Public Housing resident leaders from across Los Angeles gathering at Public Del Rio sharing their ideas on how funds  
should be spent in their communities. | Líderes residentes de vivienda pública de todas partes de Los Angeles 

reunidos en Pueblo del Rio para compartir sus ideas sobre cómo los fondos se deben de gastar en sus comunidades.

Participatory 
Budgeting (PB) is a 
community-driven 
democratic process 

carried out through a 
series of meetings and 

voting in which
community members 

DECIDE how to spend 
part of a public budget. 

PB gives ordinary 
people REAL decision 

making power over 
REAL money! 
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La Colectiva por el Derecho Humano a la Vivienda

Residentes afirmando sus 
voces y sus ideas en el 
proceso del presupuesto 
de HACLA 
¿Qué es el Presupuesto Participativo? 

Presupuesto Participativo (PP en español, o 
PB, por sus siglas en inglés) es un proceso 
democrático impulsado por la comunidad 
(llevado a cabo a través de una serie de re-
uniones y de votación) en la que los miem-
bros de la comunidad deciden cómo gastar 
parte de un presupuesto público. ¡PB le da 
al pueblo el verdadero poder de toma de 
decisiones  sobre el dinero ACTUAL!

Antecedentes

Cada año a los inquilinos de viviendas 
públicas se les dice por la gerencia que 
los nuevos programas no se pueden 
implementar, que los servicios van a ser 
recortados, que los inquilinos tienen que 
pagar más por las reparaciones, etc. El año 
pasado en Pueblo del Río, por ejemplo, nos 
dijeron que no podíamos conseguir el tope 
que estábamos pidiendo porque no había 
dinero. 

En Pico Gardens, la Autoridad de Vivienda 
planeaba “privatizar” la gerencia, que po-
dría haber tenido un impacto muy nega-
tivo en la comunidad ya través de cada 
proyecto de vivienda pública. Además, 
cada año un presupuesto se reserva para 
mejoras de capital - con el dinero destinado 
a preservar la vivienda pública por el largo 
plazo - sin embargo, hay poca participación 
pública y, a menudo las decisiones no refle-
jan las prioridades de los inquilinos o las 
necesidades más urgentes.

Los miembros del comité de vivienda 
pública de LA Colectiva Pro el Derecho 
Humano a la Vivienda se han unido a 
través de toda la ciudad para exigir un pro-
ceso de presupuesto participativo en el que 
los inquilinos pueden tener el verdadero 
poder en la toma de decisiones en la iden-
tificación de cómo se gastará dinero en las 
comunidades de vivienda pública. 

En respuesta, la Autoridad de Vivienda 
puso en marcha su propio proceso, llamán-
dolo un proceso de “presupuesto partici-
pativo impulsado por valores” – pero este 
se basa en una encuesta de 3 preguntas 
y no incluye la participación real de la 
comunidad o de la toma de decisiones 
democráticas. ¿De quiénes son los valores 
impulsados aquí? Podemos cambiar esto y 
exigir un verdadero proceso PP dentro de 
la Autoridad de Vivienda.

Nuestro plan

Este Otoño, los comités de inquilinos en 
varias comunidades de viviendas públicas 
llevaron a cabo un proceso de Presupuesto 
Participativo “simulacro” centrado en el 
presupuesto de mejoras de capital que será 
completado por HACLA en noviembre. 
Los socios de LA Colectiva Pro el Derecho 
Humano a la Vivienda condujeron estos 
procesos en Mar Vista Gardens, Jordan 
Downs, Pueblo Del Rio, Pico Gardens y 

San Fernando Gardens. Otras comunidades 
están trabajando para unirse a este pro-
ceso en el futuro. Cada comunidad diseñó 
su propio proceso, que incluye la partici-
pación profunda de al menos 50 residentes, 
un proceso democrático, y la document-
ación de todas las actividades.

Metas

En la audiencia pública del 20 de noviem-
bre de la junta de comisionados de 
HACLA, los líderes compartieron con 
HACLA y el Alcalde los siguiente: 

1. Las prioridades iniciales para mejoras de 
capital de cada comunidad participante; 

2. La información exacta que aún se necesi-
ta para un proceso presupuestario plena-
mente participativo;

3. Documentación del interés de los inquili-
nos para un proceso de presupuesto par-
ticipativo verdadero;

4. Documentación de los éxitos y las leccio-
nes aprendidas del proyecto simulacro de 
presupuesto participativo que pueda servir 
para informar un proceso más amplio para 
2015.

La última meta es de integrar el presu-
puesto participativo plenamente en todos 
los aspectos del proceso presupuestario de 
HACLA. Si usted vive en vivienda pública, 
o si es residente de HACLA/Sección 8, y se 
quiere involucrar en esta campaña, favor 
de comunicarse con nosotros en 818-835-
1091 o lahumanrighttohousing@gmail.com.

Viene de la página 1

Members of the Collective’s Public Housing Committee stop for a photo after their participatory budget 
meeting. | Miembros del comité de vivienda pública de la Colectiva se paran para una foto después de su 

reunión de planeación para un presupuesto participativo. 

Presupuesto
Participativo (PP en 

español, o PB, por sus 
siglas en inglés) es un 
proceso democrático 

impulsado por la 
comunidad (llevado a 
cabo a través de una 

serie de reuniones y de 
votación) en la que los 

miembros de la 
comunidad deciden 
cómo gastar parte de 

un presupuesto 
público. ¡PB le da al 
pueblo el verdadero 

poder de toma de 
decisiones  sobre el 
dinero ACTUAL!
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Feature

Homeless World Cup
At first things were going well but eventually due 
to problems that he had with his uncle he was 
forced to leave and struggle along the road before 
he found emergency housing at Jovenes. Through 
Jovenes Josue participated in the Street Soccer LA 
program that eventually took him to San Francisco 
where he played on the Los Angeles Champion-
ship Team at the Street Soccer USA National Cup. 
He was then selected to participate on the U.S. 
Team at the Homeless World Cup. At the World 
Cup, Josue stated that his experience in Chile 
gave him more confidence than before and that he 
never envisioned himself visiting another country. 
“Chile was the most exciting trip I’ve ever had,” he 
said. “One of my dreams was to travel and see the 
world and [The Homeless World Cup] gave me 
that experience.”

Josue is a perfect example of how transforma-
tive and powerful the Homeless World Cup can 
be. Another example is the goal keeper for the 
Women’s U.S.A. Team, Chris Zaccaria Martinez, 
who stated, “I never thought I’d be here or ever 
even play soccer.” Chris has struggled with ad-
diction and at times has been separated from her 
family. But her two teenage daughters were her 
biggest supporters for her to travel to Chile, where 
she played a big role in the 9-3 U.S. victory against 
India. Her teammate, Angela, credits Street Soc-
cer Sacramento for changing her life by bringing 
“laughter and fun to [her] life.” She also struggled 
with addiction for a long time, but through her 
experience playing soccer she was able to reunite 
with her sister and become an auntie to her two 
nieces. She was always carrying a smile and radi-
ating positive energy. She stated that her motto in 
life is, “don’t tell me sky’s the limit when there are 
footsteps on the moon.”

There were many highlights throughout the week: 
The Chilean Women’s team come from behind 
win against Brazil; the dramatic Indonesian Men’s 
team win over Mexico in penalty kicks; the sur

 

prising and beautiful play of the team from Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, whose Men’s team was able to 
make it to the finals, where they faced off against 
Chile. Before the final game, Chile sang their 
national anthem by holding on to the flag of the 
Mapuche, the indigenous people of Chile. In Chile, 
the Mapuches are considered terrorists by some 
for expressing their indigenous rights to the land. 
Chile had a player of Mapuche descent, Ismael 
Mariqueo, who felt very proud that his teammates 
represented and acknowledged his Mapuche 
roots. One of those teammates was Jorge Pacheco, 
who stated that the Chilean flag does not symbol-
ize equality and justice, especially when it comes 
to the issue of the Mapuches.  “I carry the Mapu-
che flag as a reminder of my roots and that all of 
us Chileans are Mapuches,” said Pacheco. “On 
a stage like this, the Mapuche People have to be 
represented in us. We take great pride in knowing 
that we carry this flag to all of our games.”

In the end, the Chilean Women’s and Men’s teams 
prevailed. But at the end of the day, the Homeless 
World Cup is about Transformation. It is about 

recognizing that people come from different walks 
of life and despite the struggles that life has given 
these players they continue to carry themselves 
with such a positive attitude. The Homeless World 
Cup transforms lives one goal at a time. But the 
event is not only transformative for the players, 
the hope is that the games transform the minds 
of world leaders; transform their way of seeing 
homeless people in their countries and allocate 
the proper resources to combat this global issue 
- that is the ultimate goal that players and organiz-
ers want to score. Mel Young said it best: “If the 
United Nations would be run by these players, the 
world would be a much better place to stay.”

The beautiful part of the Homeless World Cup 
games is that win or lose, the players from both 
teams always end their games holding hands and 
running towards the stands and waving their 
hands to them. It is not just to show great sports-
manship, but a way of giving thanks to the fans. 
Thanking them for seeing them play. Thanking 
them for recognizing their humanity and dignity.

Continued from Page 1

Above: The U.S. Women’s Homeless World Cup 
Team celebrating a win and holding up the Commu-
nity Connection ; Right: Jovenes Inc.’s Josue making 

a move on goal for the U.S. Men’s Team.

You Can Kill a Freedom 
Fighter, but You Can’t 
Kill Freedom Fighting:
The Story Behind International 
Revolutionaries Day and Why 
it is as Important as Ever 
Written by Adam Rice

“The people have to pay the price for peace.  Dare 
to struggle, dare to win, if you don’t dare to strug-
gle, you don’t deserve to win, let me say peace to 
you, if you are willing to fight for it.”
--Chairman Fred Hampton, Black Panther Party for 
Self Defense, 1969

Every year on December 4, International Revolu-
tionaries Day is commemorated not only to honor 
all those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for 
freedom, but to increase the call for the release of 
all political prisoners currently held behind enemy 
lines in state and federal concentration camps (also 
known as prisons) - be it because of the so-called 
“War on Crime,” “War on Drugs,” “War on Ter-
ror,” or any other coded words the ruling class 
would like to slap on members of its colonized and 
oppressed peoples. 

It is a day to honor all the people who stand 
against the physical and mental violence of impe-
rialist oppressors across the globe today and for 
those still to be born who will stand at their side 
and eventually take their place in this struggle.  
With almost half of the country not able to meet 
their basic needs and with local militarized police 
forces  shooting Black men down in the streets and 
conducting counterinsurgency drills over the city 
streets, it is more important than ever to stand up 

and ride for the Ezell Fords, the Mike Browns, the 
Dale Garretts, the Kelly Thomases, the Ocaños, etc 
- to ride for every child that goes hungry, for every 
mother ripped away from her family because she 
doesn’t have the right paperwork to reside in the 
land of her ancestors, for every brother and sister 
who has no place to lay their head other that hard 
concrete, and against any power structure that 
perpetrates these conditions. 

But the story of International Revolutionaries Day 
starts with the assassinations of Fred Hampton 
(pictured right) and Mark Clark in Chicago on 
December 4, 1969.   At about 4:30 am, six heavily 
armed men creep silently up the front steps of an 
apartment building at 2337 W. Monroe Street.  The 
rest of their 14-man kill squad is stationed at the 
back steps leading up to the kitchen of the small 
two bedroom apartment.  The men are part of 
a special unit of the Chicago Police Department 
(CPD) under the direct command City Attorney 
Edward Hanarahan, acting on the direction of the 
Chicago branch of the FBI’s Racial Matters squad.  

Under Chairman Fred Hampton’s leadership of 
the Illinois Chapter of the Black Panther Party 
for Self-Defense, the party had established a free 
breakfast for children program, a program for com-
munity control of the police, and free community 
health clinics that provided basic medical care and 
preventative health education.  The Panthers also 
organized a non-aggression pact between most of 
the black street organizations (or “gangs” in police 
terms) on the south and west sides, as well as the 
white Young Patriots, the Puerto Rican Young 
Lords, and the Chinese I Wor Kuen forming what 
became known as the “Rainbow Coalition”, an 
interracial organization that duplicated many of 
the panther programs in their own communities 
throughout the city.  The people of Chicago were 
beginning to stand up and enforce their human 
rights, and Chairman Fred and his Rainbow Coali-

tion had become a threat to Mayor Daly and other 
members of the Chicago Power structure.

This December 4th raid is the culmination of a 
year-long terror campaign waged against the 
Chicago Panthers by government forces.  Since 
November 1968, when the Chicago Black Panther 
chapter was officially recognized, and 20 year old 
Fred Hampton, a former youth organizer for the 
NAACP, was named as its Chairman, tensions 
between the community and the police, not com-
fortable with an educated and self-reliant Black 
population, increased dramatically. The Panther 
office was raided at least twice, with many arrests 
and no convictions.  During an earlier raid, the po-
lice stole over $1,000 in donations, destroyed food 
for the free breakfast program, and set the office 
on fire. Violent attacks on Panther members had 
become the norm. 

Continued on Page 7
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Feature
Global Outrage Mounts 
after Abduction of       
Student Protestors in    
Rural Mexico
Written by Ariana Alcaraz

On September 26, a group of about 100 students 
from a rural teacher’s college in Mexico making 
their way to Mexico City arrived in a town called 
Iguala to protest against the local government. This 
led to a clash with local police, who opened fire on 
the group.  In the end, six people were killed and 
many more injured.  It also preceded the disap-
pearance of 43 students who were believed to 
have been rounded up and taken away in police 
vehicles. 

The students were coming from la Escuela Nor-
mal Rural de Ayotzinapa, located in the town of 
Tixtla in Guerrero, Mexico.  Every year in early 
October, people travel from here to Mexico City to 
honor Lucio Cabañas Barrientos, a graduate of the 
teacher’s college, and dozens of others who were 
killed during a 1968 protest of the massive spend-
ing going into the Mexico City Olympics while the 
city was ignoring the basic needs of the Mexican 
people. 

On the way to the Capitol, the large group stopped 
in Iguala to protest the local government for 
discriminatory hiring and funding practices. They 
planned on doing so by interrupting an event cel-
ebrating the work of Maria de los Angeles Pineda, 
wife of Mayor Jose Luis Abarca Velazquez.  The 
event was also rumored to be an unofficial kick 
off to her bid for Mayor in the upcoming elections.  
She was set to take her husband’s seat in office and 
with all the effort put into this event, the power 
couple were not likely to allow anyone to inter-
rupt their celebration.  When they were informed 
that the students were in town, the mayor ordered 
police chief Felipe Flores Velazquez, his cousin, to 
stop the students.

The details of what happened next are somewhat 
unclear.  The police ambushed buses that con-
tained the students (the police claim that the buses 
were hijacked).  This led to the police firing heav-
ily at the students, resulting in numerous deaths 
and injuries. When the firing stopped, and amidst 
the chaos, 43 students were rounded up, arrested, 
and last seen being hauled away in police vehicles. 
They weren’t seen again. 

In the days following the disappearance, local po-
lice denied having any students in police custody.  
Family members and classmates of the missing be-
gan demanding information on where the students 
were. After initial investigations, it was concluded 

that after the arrests the students were handed over 
to members of Guerreros Unidos, a local drug car-
tel. Subsequent arrests of leaders from Guerreros 
Unidos led to confessions confirming  that group 
had been involved in the disappearance and that 
the Mayor of Iguala, his wife and the City’s Police 
Chief were involved in the coordination of the 
disappearance plot as well. 

By mid-October the story was beginning to be 
heard throughout the world as people from across 
the globe - from Mexico City to London, Buenos 
Aires to Paris - were coming out to demonstrate 
their support for the students. It was understood to 
everyone that this was not just an isolated incident 
and that once again corrupt elements within vari-
ous levels of Mexican government had committed 
a horrible crime against its own young people.  The 
phrase “Todos Somos Ayotzinapa” or “We Are 
All Ayotzinapa” was plastered all over the world 
as teachers and students in Mexico began to take 
to their government offices demanding that the 
students be returned alive and that those in power 
needed be held accountable and step down, includ-
ing President Enrique Peńa Nieto.  In late October, 
the governor of Guerrero resigned from office, 
followed by the arrests of the masterminds of the 
attack, Mayor Jose Luis and his wife Maria, who 
were in hiding.

In Early November, Mexico’s Attorney General, 
Jesús Murillo Karam, declared that the missing 
students were all dead.  While investigations are 
not complete, the bodies are believed to have 
been burned and their ashes dumped in a grave 
in Cocula, Guerrero. This information came from 
four members of Guererros Unidos who gave up 
the information after their arrests in late October. 
While some hold out hope that students are alive, 
massive demonstrations continue to spring up all 
over Mexico with large numbers turning out to the 
Presidential Palace in Mexico City with some at-
tempting to burn in to the ground.  They continue 
to be joined by people across the world who are 
rising up in the name of the 43 normalistas and all 
others who are attacked and oppressed for fighting 
for what is right and just. 

The story of 43 missing students from Ayotzinapa 
cannot be diluted into a conversation about how 
corrupt Mexico is and how drug cartels are ter-
rifying us and ruining our plans to travel there 
any time soon.  The story is much larger than that. 
Yes, the growing narcotrafficking throughout 
Mexico has led to the deaths of thousands. But 
as the disappearnce of the 43 students has led to 
solidarity actions across the world, it is important 
to place this story in a global context. When people 
in New York City or Paris or Barcelona stand up 
in the name of the 43, they are also standing up for 
protestors in Ferguson, South Los Angeles, and 
anywhere else where people are taking a stand 
against government corruption and for human 
rights and justice.

Translation: “Wretched are a people whose youth 
do not make the world shake and whose students 

maintain their submission to tyranny.”

The quote comes from Lucio Cabañas Barrientos,  
a school teacher from Guerrero who received his 
education at the Escuela Normal Rural de Ayo-
tzinapa back in the 60s and is considered to be 
a revolutionary figure in Mexico’s history. The 
43 missing students came from the same school 

(Escuela Normal translates to “teacher’s college”).  
It is known for its activism and aimed at educat-

ing and training young people from poor families 
in rural parts of the country to become educators 
while maintaining a strong voice for equal rights 

of indigenous poor people. 

Barrientos was killed by the Mexican army in 
1974 during a time when if you challenged the 

state you were the enemy. Six years earlier on Oc-
tober 2, 1968 an estimated 10,000 students peace-
fully assembled in Mexico City’s Plaza de las Tres 

Culturas to hear people speak out against the 
massive spending made by the president at the 
time in preparing for the Olympics, which were 
set to be hosted in Mexico City later that month 
all the while ignoring the needs of Mexico’s peo-
ple.  The gathering was fired upon by a swarm of 
military police forces in which left dozens killed 
and hundreds injured.  Every year in memory 

of this event, people gather in the same plaza in 
early October to remember those who were mur-

dered in the attack.  The 43 students were part 
of a group that was traveling from Guerrero to 

Mexico City when they were abducted.

International Revolutionaries Day 
As members of the raid squad reach the top of the 
stairs, one of them slips on the melting snow and 
accidentally discharges his weapon into the out-
side wall.  Inside the apartment, 19 year old Mark 
Clark, Defense Minister of the newly formed Peoria, 
Illinois chapter, is shocked awake by the sound.  
Suddenly the silence of the night explodes into ter-
ror as a bullet rips through the thin, wood paneled 
door, striking him in the heart. As he collapses, 
he squeezes a round from his gun into the ceiling. 
Despite later claims by the Chicago Police Depart-
ment of a wild shoot out, forensic evidence would 
later prove that this was the only shot fired by the 
Panthers that night. The other 98 shots were aimed 
at the eight surviving young people in the apart-
ment, none of whom were over 21 years old. 

The squad enters the apartment, shooting Brenda 
Harris and Ronald “Doc” Satchel.  Luis Truelock 
races down the narrow hallway leading to the 
kitchen towards the room where Chairman Fred 
is asleep with his pregnant fiancé Debora Johnson 
(now Akua Njeri), reaching it just ahead of the 

gunfire.  Within seconds machine gun rounds tear 
through the plywood walls and slam into the bed. 
Even now, 45 years later, Akua still tells her story 
exactly as she did in 1969.  She shares, “I was very 
pregnant. The pigs grabbed me by my robe and 
slung me into the kitchen.  I could see Doc on the 
floor, in a pool of blood.  I heard one of them say, 
‘It’s Fred Hampton, he’s hurt, he’ll barely make 
it.’ Then the shooting started again, and when it 
stopped I heard one of the pigs say, ‘He’s good and 
dead now,’ and that’s when I knew they had mur-
dered Chairman Fred.”  

Even though the three firearms found in the apart-
ment were found to be legally registered and all 
charges against the survivors were eventually 
dropped, the assassination was ruled a justifiable 
homicide by the Chicago Police Department, and 
all officers involved were acquitted of conspiracy 
to commit murder in 1972.  Thirteen years later, 
the families and surviving victims won a civil suit 
against the city of Chicago, but no other charges 
were ever filed against Chairman Fred and Mark 
Clark’s murderers.

The murders were meant by the police to break the 

spirit of the Panther party and the people in op-
pressed communities.  But despite this vicious act 
of state terrorism, the Illinois Black Panther party 
continued to feed 3,000 children a week, and, under 
the direction of Doc Satchel, screened over 50,000 
Black people for sickle-cell anemia. Even after the 
Party folded, Akua Njeri continued to work for the 
liberation of all oppressed people.  As Chairman 
Fred once said, “You can jail a freedom fighter, but 
you can’t jail freedom fighting, and you can kill a 
revolutionary, but you can’t kill revolution!”

These attacks continue today on BART platforms 
in Oakland, on the streets of South Los Angeles, in 
Ferguson, Missouri.  What were illegal tactics used 
against the Black Panther Party, the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee, Revolutionary 
Action Movement and others in the 1960s are now 
legal, expanded tools of suppression through things 
like the PATRIOT ACT. This is why those who fight 
for freedom celebrate International Revolutionar-
ies Day - to not only remember and learn from the 
past, but to carry the legacy and example of human 
struggle Chairman Fred and Mark Clark left us into 
the future, to finally complete the work that cost 
their young lives.

Continued from Page 6
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Policy Analysis

Facilitating Democracy? 
Ducking Democracy? 
Derailing Democracy? 
Written by Pete White

Facilitation, in its finer moments, proves useful 
in planning, creating solutions, discussing com-
plex and difficult issues in rooms where everyone 
doesn’t necessarily agree, and many other types 
of interactions.  At its core, facilitation is simply 
about making conversation easy and there are a 
number of tools, tricks, and methods used to help 
reach that goal.  However, as with most things, if 
the tool falls in the wrong hands it can be used for 
harm instead of good. This is certainly the case for 
numerous policy-makers currently using “facili-
tated” forums to disperse community anger and 
silence community voices.  An all-out attempt to 
stop organic community discussion seems to be 
on the rise in Los Angeles.   

For example, on September 29, Councilmember 
Jose Huizar (District 14, covering most of Down-
town LA) convened and hosted an event billed 
as a town hall discussion to explore solutions to 
homelessness.  The conversation was anchored 
in a document entitled, Plan for Hope, created 
by representatives of the Historic Core Business 
Improvement District, which is essentially the 
Central City Association’s 2020 Vision: Road-
map to L.A.’s Urban Future repackaged with far 
less detail and a questionable “data collection” 
strategy.  Both plans originated in the business 
community and at their core essentially attempt 
to prevent building housing for poor people in 
downtown Los Angeles, disperse poor folks that 
currently live downtown, and push for the crimi-
nalization of poor people. 

Traditionally the goal of town hall events has 
been to provide a community forum on issues 
of concern.  One general rule of thumb is that 
participants will have ample opportunity to raise 
questions or make statements.  Additionally, it’s 
one of few forums where the general public can 
ask direct questions of elected officials and other 
decision makers and stakeholders. There are 
rarely formal votes or decisions made at town hall 
events but they, purportedly, are supposed to rep-
resent an element of direct democracy in action. 

Councilmember Huizar’s event, unfortunately, 
did not contain any of those elements or aspira-
tions.  As reported by the Downtown News in its 
October 2, 2014 article: “In a unique twist, audi-
ence members were given devices allowing them 

to respond immediately to questions.”  Those de-
vices, used to answer a set of questions designed 
in a way that elicit support for ideas found in 
the plan and prevent other ideas from emerging, 
provided the perfect buffer for Huizar to duck 
democracy.  To make matters worse, participants 
couldn’t even ask their questions directly during 
that section of the program -- questions or ideas 
could only be written down and, if selected by the 
Councilmember or his staff, then be introduced 
into the dialogue by them.  Upon learning of the 
townhall format, as well as the lack of representa-
tion of low-income residents or stakeholders on 
the panel of “experts”, LA CAN members and 
other downtown residents protested the silencing 
of their voices and opinions and are now planning 
a true townhall meeting to address the solutions 
to homelessness. (See related story on page 3)

Voices also silenced in South LA.  On October 30, 
2014, Councilmember Curren Price (District 9, 
covering the eastern portion of South LA and a 
small part of Downtown) convened stakeholders 
in his district to discuss police and community 
relations. The event billed as Days of Dialogue 
on Police Community Relations in the Aftermath 
of Michael Brown and Ezell Ford was held in the 
wake of high profile police shootings that con-
tinue to plague the Black community.   It is likely 
that the sharply worded resolution created by 
the South Central Neighborhood Council, which 
pointed to the fact that both Ezell Ford and Omar 
Abrego were unarmed when beaten and killed, 
was instrumental in prompting the gathering. 

Councilmember Price opened the evening by 
stating, “While the headlines say that crime is 
down in Los Angeles, we feel like every day we’re 
hearing about another life being taken too soon.  
Understandably that frustration can be multiplied 
when the loss of life happens to be at the hands of 
a police officer.  People want answers, they want 
to feel justice served, and they want to hold some-
one accountable. ” 

Many people in attendance nodded in agreement 
to the concept of needing answers.  However, it 
was clear that they desired much more.  Many 
participants were unsure about feasible outcomes 
that could come out of such a gathering.  Others 
in attendance expressed that this was yet another 
attempt to calm the anger present in our com-
munities, and that they had grown tired of this 
strategy as it never leads to real change.  Susan 
Burton, Executive Director of A New Way of Life, 
felt that the role of police never really veered from 
its roots.  She stated, “They have just traded their 
sheets for their shields.”  

The design of the “dialogue” was to utilize small 

group “facilitated” discussions.  Each table, nearly 
20 in total, had a facilitator assigned to it and their 
job was to take the participants through a series 
of questions.  At one table there was a sign that 
read, “non-neutral facilitator at this table,” which 
immediately raised red flags because successful 
facilitation has to be neutral.  When asked what 
the sign meant, the lead facilitator responded, “It’s 
a facilitator that can’t stop running their mouths,” 
and they had apparently trained quite a few of 
this type. Nonetheless, no facilitator actually 
showed up so attendees were left to go it alone.   

The use of the word dialogue (to take part in a 
conversation or discussion to resolve a problem) 
led many to believe that dialogue would occur 
between the LAPD and the greater Los Angeles 
community.  The large presence of officers patrol-
ling the event and stationed at the venue created a 
feeling of intimidation rather than a healthy envi-
ronment where dialogue might actually happen.  
And, the glaring absence of Black and Brown men 
ages 18 – 45, those routinely targeted by LAPD, 
led many to believe that the event was about 
something totally different – filling chairs and say-
ing that some response to the ongoing racism and 
violence within LAPD had occurred. 

In the end very little interaction happened be-
tween the large crowd gathered to discuss police 
violence in their communities.  Almost no interac-
tion between the LAPD and participants occurred, 
for example any answering of direct questions or 
sharing insight on plans to change the ongoing 
deadly use-of-force.  Almost everyone in atten-
dance was tired of being sick and tired of the cur-
rent state of affairs. 

These are just two disturbing examples of the 
trend emerging whereby policy-makers and 
others are craftily bringing us together to gain 
our uninformed consent, instead of engaging in 
democratic and inclusive processes to address and 
solve difficult and pressing problems.  They have 
co-opted our language and relationship-building 
strategies and are rolling out warped versions in 
our names.  Those working toward social jus-
tice must keep a watchful eye on all community 
events whether they are townhall meetings, com-
munity dialogues or simple gatherings.  We must 
ensure that any and all events contain a signature 
feature – a true space and process to lift opinions 
and perspectives for all to hear and then truly 
facilitate dialogue to identify solutions.  We must 
immediately reorganize those events that squash 
and silence the anger and protest of the deadly 
status quo. And, if in doubt, we should never 
legitimize these attempts to duck democracy with 
our formal support. 

It’s Only My Opinion  
Written by Al Sabo

Loose Cannon Cops: It seems like there is hardly 
a day that goes by when someone isn’t shot and 
killed by a law enforcement officer in LA County. 
And almost all of these cases end up being consid-
ered justifiable homicide. How can anyone justify 
killing an unarmed person? Cops make mistakes 
too, right? Yes, they do - and when they make 
mistakes they should be held accountable. But they 
almost never are.  We need to deter this behavior. 
We need to makes cops think twice before shooting 
an unarmed individual. It isn’t just an individual 
problem, it’s a systemic problem as well. Refusing 
to ever charge these officers with manslaughter or 
murder just contributes to the problem.  

Safer Cities, End it Now:  I know that Mayor Eric 
Garcetti is a very intelligent person, but sometimes 
it takes more than wisdom to do the right thing. In 
this case it will take courage to do the right thing 
and end the Safer Cities Initiative. Tensions are 
high between LAPD and community residents 
in Skid Row, and things sometimes seem like the 
police are pushing the line so hard that things 
might tumble out of control.  It’s time to go against 

the whims of the Central City Association and 
paranoid policing policies instituted by broken 
windows policing. What happened in Ferguson, 
Missouri could happen anywhere, even in Down-
town LA. We need to stop this overly aggressive, 
violent policing before it is too late.  I know you 
have the wisdom, but Mayor Garcetti do you have 
the guts to do it now? 

Money and Low Voter Turnout Send Republi-
cans to Washington and Democrats into Disarray: 
Millions of dollars from rich conservatives like 
the Koch brothers not only sent Republican Sena-
tors and Congressmen to Washington, but also 
propelled two embattled governors, Rick Scott in 
Florida and Scott Walker in Wisconsin, to unlikely 
victories. How could this happen? It’s as if millions 
of voters developed memory loss prior to enter-
ing the voting booth. How else could you explain 
these results? It’s as if Republicans misinforming 
the public to get us into endless wars and creating 
policies that led to the near collapse of the world’s 
banking system never happened.  I’m now curious 
to see if Republicans will continue their obstruction 
now that they rule both houses of Congress. 

Will Republicans Take on the IRS?: For years Re-
publicans have tried to sell a flat tax to our citizens 

- which disproportionately impacts low-income 
people. Should the most vulnerable in our society 
be the ones asked to sacrifice what little they have? 
We don’t need a flat tax, we need a returnto the 
tax rate of the 1950s and tax the wealthy more and 
eliminate the deductions that allow billionaires to 
get away with writing off much of their income. 

War on Poverty vs. War on Drugs: The War on 
Poverty promoted by Lyndon B. Johnson did so 
much to end many of this country’s woes before 
Congresses over many years dismantled and 
defunded programs, prematurely ending all of the 
hope and progress in ending homelessness and 
poverty.  Conversely, the U.S. has spent trillions 
of dollars fighting Ronald Reagan’s War on Drugs 
with little or no positive results.  It’s time to start 
anew - we need to once again take on the War on 
Poverty while bringing an end the War on Drugs 
by - amongst other things -  legalizing and regulat-
ing some of them. The money saved could more 
than fund a new War on Poverty and restore faith 
in Johnson’s dream of a Great Society.

These are only my personal opinions. If you want to 
agree with or counter these positions, send your com-
ments to The Community Connection, Attn: Al 530 
S. Main St. 90013
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Policy Analysis

Share the Wealth!
“Public Benefit” Funds 
Must Reach Those Most 
in Need
Written by Becky Dennison

Despite some important community wins in 
preventing gentrification and displacement and at-
tempts to ensure Downtown’s “revitalization” ben-
efits everyone, the past ten years of development 
in Downtown Los Angeles have primarily focused 
on and benefited the newer, wealthier and mostly 
White residents and Skid Row has seen only mini-
mal improvements.  LA CAN has long promoted a 
Share the Wealth platform for Downtown develop-
ment, prioritizing affordable housing, parks acces-
sible to everyone, local hiring and other benefits for 
low-income and homeless residents.  Downtown 
can and must be improved for longtime and new 
residents of all incomes.  

One key source of income for public improvements 
in Downtown LA is through the City’s Transfer 
of Floor Area Rights policy, commonly known as 
TFAR.  In the Central City TFAR area, develop-
ers are allowed to “trade” among properties to be 
able to build taller and bigger buildings.  The LA 
Municipal Code reads: “A Public Benefit Pay-
ment shall be provided as part of an approved 
Transfer Plan and shall serve a public purpose, 
such as: providing for affordable housing; public 
open space; historic preservation; recreational; 
cultural; community and public facilities; job train-
ing and outreach programs; affordable child care; 
streetscape improvements; public arts programs; 

homeless services programs; or public transporta-
tion improvements.”  
Therefore TFAR could be used to meet many 
community needs and demands in the Skid Row 
community.  

Yet Councilmember Huizar and the City’s Plan-
ning Department, key decision makers in the 
TFAR funding allocations, seem to be completely 
overlooking Skid Row and focusing mostly on 
pet projects on Broadway, including the planned 
streetcar.  In three recent TFAR public benefits al-
locations, $10.9 million was earmarked for Down-
town projects yet only four percent ($450,000) came 
to Skid Row.  In contrast, 73 percent of the funds 
were allocated in the Historic Core and South Park 

communities, with more than half of the funds 
going to the Streetcar project ($4.1 million) and the 
Broadway Streetscape/Bringing Back Broadway 
($2.07 million).  

This funding disparity is unacceptable and fur-
thers the racist and classist “Dirty Divide” along 
Main Street – where funding, amenities, and other 
investment continues to flow substantially west 
of Main, yet low-income and homeless residents 
east of Main Street continue to be told there isn’t 
enough funding to meet even the most basic needs.  
Get involved in LA CAN’s civil rights committee 
to join the Share the Wealth campaign and fight for 
equitable funding for Skid Row.  

Word in the Hood
Councilmember Huizar is allocating millions of dollars for

Downtown. But the vast majority of the funding is going to projects that 
benefit residents who live west of Main St. in the so-called “New 

Downtown.” What are some of the projects, ideas, and resources that 
Councilmember Huizar could be funding in Skid Row? 

We need restrooms. 
There are too few and 

too far in between. You 
have some people 

walking around not 
able to find somewhere 
use the restroom. We 

need them down here. 
And we need them to 

be open 24 hours, 7 
days a week. 

Harry
There are so many 

needs. I’d like to see 
more public space - 

especially for families 
and kids. A place for 

children in the 
community to play. We 

also need a lot more 
housing. There just isn’t 
enough housing for us 

in Skid Row.

Gwen Lenell

Where do I start? 
If they want to get 

people off the street, 
we need housing, 

social services, mental 
healthcare, rehabilita-
tion services. There is 

some of this 
already, but not
nearly enough.  

“In three recent TFAR public benefits 
allocations, $10.9 million was 

earmarked for Downtown projects 
yet only four percent ($450,000) came 
to Skid Row.  In contrast, 73 percent 

of the funds were allocated in the 
Historic Core. and South Park 

communities, with more than half of 
the funds going to the Streetcar 

project ($4.1 million) and the 
Broadway Streetscape/Bringing Back 

Broadway ($2.07 million).”

The Cecil Hotel: A Missed 
Opportunity that MUST 
be Recaptured by the Skid 
Row Community
Written by Wesley Walker Jr.
This past summer, as reported previously in the 
Community Connection, the LA County Depart-
ment of Health Services announced a plan to provide 
housing and services to about 500 homeless and 
low-income residents at the Cecil Hotel.  Before any 
public input was sought and with no public process 
at all, Supervisor Gloria Molina shut down the proj-
ect amid loud opposition by big business interests 
like the Central City Association and developer Tom 
Gilmore.  Low-income and homeless residents of 
Downtown Los Angeles, as well as many service 
providers and small businesses, strongly supported 
the project.  LA CAN members organized multiple 
protests of the decision to stop this project and de-
manded the Cecil Hotel, which is protected against 
conversion or loss of affordable units by City laws, 
be used to house those most in need.  Unfortunately, 
the Department of Health Services and the Board of 
Supervisors did not respond to these diverse voices 
in the community, the Cecil Hotel was subsequently 
sold to a new owner, and this unique opportunity 
to move hundreds of residents from the streets of 
Downtown into housing was lost – but it doesn’t 
have to be a permanent loss. 

The campaign to ensure the Cecil provides afford-
able housing to those most in need does not end 
with the decisions over the summer, nor does the 
accountability of the County Supervisors and Health 
Department.  A growing group of residents and 
organizations believe that the County Department 
of Health Services must work with the Skid Row 
community to ensure the originally proposed 500 
units are made available to our community and have 
made that clear to Supervisor Ridley-Thomas’ office.  
LA CAN will continue to organize until that commit-
ment is made a reality.  Also, organizers won’t stop 
until we see homes for the houseless and others with 
extremely low-incomes at the Cecil – the policies LA 
CAN members fought for provide strict protections 
on this building and we will fight for full compliance 
from the new owners.   This is too big of an opportu-
nity to miss. Businesses interests and politicians keep 
trying to promote plans to criminalize homelessness 

and/or push homeless people out of Downtown. 
But if they really want to address homelessness, they 
need to start supporting projects that house folks.

Photo Caption: Over the summer, LA CAN carried 
out a series of strategic actions to draw attention to 
the Cecil Hotel master lease proposal and to pres-
sure the business community elected officials to lift 
their opposition to the plan and support the hous-
ing of 500 homeless residents. In July, community 
leaders lead a protest at a Central City Association 
(CCA)event for the chiefs of staff of various local of-
ficials. In August, a large group led a shopping cart 
parade to the Old Bank District, home of many of 
the projects of Tom Gilmore, a powerful downtown 
developer who opposed the Cecil Hotel. Above, LA 
CAN’s General Dogon lobbies Gilmore to with-
draw his opposition to the Cecil master lease plan 
as protestors rally outside his buildings. 
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Arts, Culture, and Community
My Good People, I Come Before You 
Today with Some Important Matters….
Written by Suzette Shaw

The following piece was performed by Suzetee Shaw on October 18 at the 5th An-
nual Festival for All Skid Row Artists

My good people, I come before you today with some important matters….

LA Councilman Jose Huizar represents Downtown LA, including Skid 
Row. He is leading the campaign to “Bring Back Broadway” with millions 
of dollars being focused towards the revitalization of Broadway, an up-
graded transit system and other efforts he, developers, and other business 
entities plan to implement.  They also have their own plan for addressing 
homelessness in Skid Row.  It’s called “The Plan for Hope.”  However, the 
plan is HOPELESS!  

When they continually have a dog and pony show to drum up publicity 
- talking about “changes,” including changes that affect those of us here 
in this community, yet don’t invite us to that show the obvious message 
becomes, “we’re the big dogs and we’re running the show!”

My people, please listen: Jose Huizar actually told me publicly at one of 
these dog and pony shows that Tom Gilmore was brought to the table to 
represent those of us here in Skid Row.  Tom Gilmore - the multi-million 
dollar developer!  He does not represent me!  And I hope you realize he 
does not represent YOU either!!!!!

Folks, Jose Huizar and his cronies have big plans on changing things - shak-
ing up this community. They see us poor folks down here as taking up 
space that could be better utilized for those who they feel matter.  Don’t get 
it twisted!  Jose Huizar, his developers and other business folks want more 

of Skid Row!  They plan on pushing us out!

I urge each and every one of you to get involved.  Connect with LA CAN, 
UCEPP and other progressive folks here in our community to see what 
YOU can do. 

If someone comes around asking you to sign a petition then I urge you to 
take the time and sign it. And please, please, please…….VOTE!  If you are 
not registered then get registered. Ron Smith, our Neighborhood Council 
Representative and the manager of the Ellis Hotel, I understand currently 
has a voter registration drive going on.  I understand this coming Monday 
is the deadline for the next voting polls.  So, it is imperative that you un-
derstand the urgency behind quickly getting connected. Do know that each 
and every one of us matters - our vote does matter.  Ultimately, it is the only 
way they hear us.  And that’s when we vote them out of office!

POWER TO THE PEOPLE…..POWER TO THE PEOPLE…POWER TO THE 
PEOPLE……

Let them know what WE are here for.

Whether they are sitting in the White House, Donald Trump Plaza or up in 
Beverly Hills - from the lows of the Appalachians to run down saw mills 
to the Catskills. Whether your zip code is in Manhattan, New York or here 
on Skid Row - human dignity should not come to only those who can pay 
concierge prices or who are of  exquisite means.

I humbly tell you. My voice is my power. It fuels me each day; Gives me the 
strength which surpasses none. Instead, allows me to be my equal sum.

Please know….I’m just one voice. I’ve won no battles. The battles have yet 
to be won. This voice is just another gift God gave to me, So I can stand 
tall….for dignity and equality.

Thank YOU!

My Plea!
Written by Carmen Vega

It may seem silly, but you can choose your well-
being.  You can be a part of the oppressive forces 
that drown poor Black and Latino communities 
in drug use and poverty or you can work for your 
community. 

Know that your community needs you.  It needs to 
you challenge elected officials who work against 
our people.  It needs you to take on your role as an 
active participant in society.  It needs your ideas 
to build infrastructure, to create jobs and to foster 
political action on behalf of our people.

We need you to become an active stakeholder to 
challenge the irrational and systematic demolish-
ing of our neighborhoods and killing off of our 
people. Open your eyes and look around - this is 
no accident! Homelessness, the drug epidemic - 
they are systemic problems that exist by design. 
But the power to change all of this is in our hands 
- in your hands. Choice is power. Choose your 
well-being - today and everyday. 

The Many Benefits of 
Bananas
Written by Sean Gregory

Bananas have a wide variety of uses and char-
acteristics that include amazing health benefits, 
natural folk remedies, and prank props and joke 
topics. Here is a short breakdown of bananas.

In addition to being delicious, bananas are great 
for you.  They are high in soluble fiber, which is 
great for bowel health and preventing constipa-
tion.  Their high potassium content is great for 
building brain strength and keeping pupils more 
alert.  They also are a great source of energy due 
to mass carbohydrates that replace muscle glyco-
gen used during intense workouts. Loaded with 
iron, bananas are also great for building muscle. 

Bananas also contain tryptophan, which the body 
converts to serotonin in the brain and increases 
happiness.  For all you smokers that want to quit, 
bananas contain B vitamins and other minerals 
that lessen the effects of nicotine withdrawals 

physically and psychologically.  They also contain 
Vitamin B6, which aids in post-menstrual syn-
drome by regulating blood glucose levels. Banan-
as can even help heal intestine lesions. 

As a remedy, the core of the stem of a bananas 
helps with upset stomach. Extract made of the 
core of the stem can help dissolve kidney stones. 
They can help reduce worm problems for kids 
and relieve migraine headaches.  The inside of the 
skin can be used to whiten teeth and can bring 
relief to mosquito bites.

Gags include causing someone to slip by drop-
ping an unexpected peel in their path. You can 
also pull an axel and shove a banana in some-
one’s tail pipe. Or you can use it for a wide array 
of stand-up comedy. Both the tail pipe and the 
“causing someone to slip” pranks can come with 
some serious legal and/or negative repercussions, 
so we do not recommend those banana uses. 

To learn more about bananas and the nutritional 
benefits of other fruits and vegetables, please join 
our Team Food committee, which meets every 
first and third week of the month at 10:30 am at 
LA CAN.

WE ARE NOW 
ACCEPTING EBT! 

The pop-up market is now able to accept Credit 
Cards and EBT Cards, which is a big step be-
cause we know there are a lot of low-income 
families in the community who depend on 

CalFresh (also known as “Food Stamps”) to pur-
chase their food. So come pick up a bag of fresh 
produce and be a part of helping improve the 

lives and health of our families and community! 

¡ESTAMOS ACEPTANDO 
EBT (estampías)!

El mercado es capaz de aceptar tarjetas de 
crédito y tarjetas de EBT, que es un gran paso, 
porque sabemos que hay una gran cantidad de 
familias de bajos ingresos en la comunidad que 
dependen de CalFresh (también conocido como 
“Estampías de Alimentos “) para la compra de 
sus alimentos.  Así que ¡venga a comprar una 

bolsa de productos frescos y sea parte de
ayudar a mejorar las vidas y la salud de 

nuestras familias y comunidad!
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Arts, Culture, and Community 

Roland Freeman
November 11, 1945 - October 15, 2014

The Freeman family moved from Detroit, Michi-
gan to Los Angeles in 1961.  During the time of 
heightened racial tension of the 1960s is when 
Roland and his older brother Ronald got involved 
in the struggle against racism, injustice, and police 
abuse against black people going on in LA and 
all around the United States.  He and his brother 
joined the Black Panther Party for Self Defense in 
1968.  They became dedicated members under the 
leadership of Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter, Deputy 
Minister of Defense of the Southern California 
Chapter.

Roland was Section Leader in the Party and 
considered, “The Great Organizer.”  He was one 
of the members involved in the attack on the 
Blank Panther Party by LAPD S.W.A.T. in 1969 
at the offices located on 41st and Central and 
was eventually acquitted of charges brought on 
after the incident.  He gave his heart and soul to 
the Party and lived by the oath he took to be a 
member to the end. His passion to help his people 
did not subside as he got older.  For the last 20 
years of his life he worked for at-risk youth as the 
Director of the Community Youth Sports and Arts 
Foundation. He was also president of the U.N.I.A. 
(United Negro Improvement Association) and 
worked to educate and organize people to bring  
awareness to the plight of black people. 

Ronald Freeman
November 13, 1944 - October 8, 2014

Ronald was often described as a free spirit and 
dove right into the lifestyle and culture of LA 
after his family moved to the city from Detroit, 
Michigan.  After being encouraged to attend 
a Black Panther Party for Self Defense meet-
ing by his brother Roland, he wholeheartedly 
embraced the movement and from that point 
forward dedicated his life to the fight for the 
rights of oppressed people.  Ronald was a Field 
Secretary for the Party and his duties were 
many and important.  He worked hard and 
sacrificed a lot to continue the struggle until 
the end of the Black Panther Party.

Ronald eventually relocated to the Bay Area, 
where was ordained Arch-Priest of the Saint 
John Coltrane African Orthodox Church Juris-
diction of the West.  He was also a founding 
member of All of Us or None, an organization 
dedicated to helping restore the human rights 
of former prisoners.  He spear-headed many 
campaigns and continued his humanitarian 
work until he was no longer physically ca-
pable.  He remained a soldier for his people to 
the end.

Written by Mai Freeman

Many Thanks to the 
Brothers Freeman -
Roland and Elder Ronald
Written by Mo Nishida

I first met the elder, Ronald, in Oakland at 
a Black August event years ago, and when I 
did I knew I had met a people’s warrior. 

Even though we didn’t talk much, it was like 
meeting an old friend.  I then met Roland at 
the Black Panther Party for Self Defense old 
timer’s breakfast. He and Marvin Jackson 
were organizing at the old place on Cren-
shaw. After Marvin crossed over, it was Ro-
land that called to remind us and organized 
the breakfast - never imposing just his stuff 
on us, but bringing us up-to-date what was 
going on.

With the passing of both these elder states-
men, a big hole has been left in the ranks of 
our elders of the original men organized by 
Bunchy Carter to promote the struggle for 
freedom, justice and equality.  We who are 
left have the honor and pleasure to carry 
their dreams for the future and to struggle 
forward, never forgetting those comrades 
who are still behind the wall.

I know that they are in good company with 
Malcolm, Bunchy, Cabral, Mao and count-
less others. And though they are gone, their 
legacy will continue to inspire use to serve 
the people!

To Be
Written Arnal Kennedy

There is a focus and temerity to be in league
With justice a fairness in decision making

Mountain climbers to attain the correct standards
That made you a teacher, to avoid the lightning

Bolt and deluge that comes with that heat seeker,
We shall be represented as a salesmen with good intent

The answer to the doorbell will be a welcoming
Spirit with the proper measuring cup to adhere
Struggle after struggle with the precepts of God

Where good will doesn’t falter, when hedonistically
Done wrong an injury hurt your pride evil spirits
Will be encased in pigs and they went into the sea

You abound to something cleaner how shall we
Speak of what we are to what we perceive is truth

To silence what is not good and stick to those demands
And become will read enough to console others.

Respect That I AM A Black Queen
Written by Suzette Shaw

I AM A Black Queen….respect that and that’s a fact.
So please, don’t justify why you objectify….my Hyde.

Quit your oogling & googling
It’s a wrap….stop that crap!

Please let’s solidify,
And talk with pride.

Remember….I AM A Black Queen.
Do YOU know what I mean?!

I am mystified,
How YOU can justify 

Your disrespect of mine…
Treat me like a piece of meat,

Just because I dare walk down the street!

Please allow me some space,
And to walk with grace.

The words YOU dare utter,
Are completely from the gutter!

Man-up and come correct…
There’s NO need for YOUR disrespect.

Of course you can admire.
I just require YOU know…..I ain’t no HO!

These gifts ….GOD gave to ME.
Then, called me to be……A Black Queen.

You Look Like Jesus
Written by Carolyn Schaugaard

You look like Jesus with your hair like his and a kind face 
carrying a blanket over your shoulder like him.

It could be truth that you are Jesus; 
I believe you are already here.

It figures that you are homeless and poor in the street like 
your brothers and sisters.

You said it is more blessed to give than it is to receive.
You haven’t asked but I really can’t help you - 

I promised my daughter I wouldn’t.
But I hope somebody will - you look like Jesus. 
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November/December 2014 Community Connection Team LA CAN Meeting Schedule
Civil Rights Committee Meetings - Every Monday at 1pm at LA CAN

Housing Committee Meetings  - Every Monday at 10:30am at LA CAN

Downtown Women’s Action Coalition Meetings 
Contact LA CAN for new, updated schedule

Team Food and Garden Meetings 
First and Third Thursday of every month at 10:30 am at LA CAN

Pueblo Del Rio Tenant Meetings - 
Every Second Tuesday at 5:30pm at James Slauson Park Rec Center

With Right to Rest 
Act, Coalition Targets 
the Criminalization of 
Homelessness
Written by Eric Ares

In Oregon, State Representative Chip Shields 
(Portland) will soon introduce the Right to Rest 
Act, which is aimed at stopping the growing trend 
of cities creating laws that target and make illegal 
basic life sustaining activities of homeless indi-
viduals. A similar bill has been written with the 
goal of being introduced in California. Both bills 
are part of the Homeless Bill of Rights (HBR) Cam-
paign, which is coalition of over 130 organizations 
from across California and Oregon working to end 
the criminalization of homelessness by
protecting and uplifting the civil and human rights 
of those without housing. 

In 2013 this coalition worked with California State 
Assemblymember Tom Ammiano on Assembly 
Bill 5,  also known as the Homeless Person’s Bill 
of Rights and Fairness Act, which made positive 
progress through the legislature before being 
stalled in the Assembly Appropriations Commit-
tee. Since then, the HBR coalition has focused on 
building broad grassroots support for the cam-
paign, highlighting the need for a Homeless Bill of 
Rights by focusing on local criminalization laws 
and efforts, and developing a stronger, better bill, 
which resulted in the Right to Rest Act.

“The ultimate solution to homelessness is not 
policing, but housing,” says Colleen Rivecca, 
Co-Chair of the California Hunger Action Coali-
tion. “Housing costs money, yes, but so does the 
massive amount of resources funneled into enforc-
ing laws that only punish people for being poor. 
It costs NOTHING to end the criminalization of 
homeless folks. The Right to Rest Act allows mu-
nicipal governments to therefore redirect resources 
from local enforcement activities to priorities that 
address the root causes of homelessness like af-
fordable housing, medical and mental healthcare, 
and employment training programs.” 

The Right to Rest Act will establish that all people 
have the right to:
1. Use, and move freely in, public spaces, without 
discrimination and without a time-limit that dis-

criminates based on housing status;
2. To rest in public spaces and protect oneself from 
the elements, in a non-obstructive manner;
3. To eat, share, accept, or give food in any public 
space in which having food is not prohibited;    
4. To pray, meditate, worship, or practice religion 
in public spaces, without discrimination;
5. To occupy a motor vehicle for any purpose, 
provided that the vehicle is legally parked on pub-
lic property or parked on private property with 
permission.   

These are rights that are increasingly jeopardized 
for homeless people as cities across the country 
pass and heavily enforce more and more laws that 
do little more than punish people simply because 
they are poor and without housing. This is es-
pecially true for Los Angeles, which has a high 
homeless population that is extremely criminal-
ized through various unjust laws. The Safer Cities 
Initiative in Skid Row is the obvious best example 
of this type of criminalization of homelessness. But 
similar approaches and policing are happening 
throughout the City. 

In Venice Beach there is a curfew that prohibits 
beach access from 12am - 5am. This curfew is just 
one example of laws created and enforced in the 
area that aim to displace homeless residents as 
the community becomes more gentrified and as 
wealthier residents continue to move in. This cur-
few specifically targets homeless individuals and 
actually violates state law, which states that any 
law that restricts public access to a beach requires 
a Coastal Development Permit (CDP). However, 
the City of Los Angeles never applied for a CDP 
before passing and implementing the beach cur-
few.

Members of the Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign 
have been organizing around this issue for years 
and have made progress recently due to increased 
efforts to stop the unjust curfew. However, City 
Councilmember Mike Bonin (who represents Ven-
ice), rather than acknowledging that the curfew 
unjustly impacts homeless constituents of his, has 
chosen to double down on the criminalization 
approach. He has recently called for an amended 
version of the curfew that says it does not need to 
apply for a CDP for the curfew, which is basically 
a slap in the face to state law and specifically the 
California Coastal Commission, who has regularly 
told the City that the curfew requires a permit. The 
HBR Campaign will continue to fight this curfew, 
both the current version and the proposed amend-

ed one. It is a clear example of the type of laws that 
the Right to Rest Act is trying to stop. 

“These laws don’t stop crime, they just punish 
people for being homeless,” says Paul Boden of 
the Western Regional Advocacy Project, one of the 
lead organizations of the HBR Campaign. “Not 
only are they immoral, they are just bad policy. 
Ticketing or arresting someone because they sleep 
on the street only makes people more likely to be 
or become homeless, not less. We need money 
to be going to housing, not police departments, 
courts, and jails. Cities are going about this all 
wrong. So we need are state lawmakers to step up 
and do both the right and smart thing. We need 
them to pass the Right to Rest Act.”

The Homeless Bill of Rights Coalition during a January 
march and rally on Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 

in Venice Beach, where an illegal beach ordinance 
targets and criminalizes homeless residents. 
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